





from the president’s log

Unexpectedly, | find myself writing another President's
column as the Maritime Museum enters its busiest time of
the year. Already, the first of the season's cruise ships have
arrived in port, bringing visitors from across the globe to
the Museum. On these days, the Museum is alive with
visitors and, wherever possible, we have additional
volunteers on hand to welcome them and assist in our
shop. If you would like to help our front-of-house
volunteers on these busy days, please contact the Museum.
Your support would be greatly appreciated.

Recently opened is our new exhibition, Below the
Waterline, featuring the stunning underwater
photography of Matt Testoni. The exhibition brings
together a selection of Matt's work on a large scale,
creating an immersive look at the waters surrounding
southern Tasmania and the life within them. For many of
our interstate and international visitors, the extraordinary
colour and diversity of life in our temperate waters will
come as a revelation.

February will see the return of the Australian Wooden
Boat Festival, the national celebration of our maritime
heritage. The theme for this festival is Working Boats, and
the Maritime Museum will be supporting the Festival in a
number of ways. Tasmanian Boats at Work, a selection of
images from the Museum's photographic collection
depicting Tasmanian working boats, will be presented in a
new installation in the Museum laneway. Once again, the
Museum will be strongly represented in the Classic Dinghy
Display at the City Hall, while we will also have a presence
in the Maritime Museum Mashup alongside other
Australian maritime museums.

While this summer promises to be an exciting one for the
Maritime Museum, recent events in Tasmania have placed
museums, and the important role they play in preserving
and promoting our state's heritage, at risk. The proposed
budget cuts and consequent reductions in staffing and
programs at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery and
other cultural agencies, such as Arts Tasmania, reveal a
poorly advised Tasmanian Government. All too often, the
profligate expenditure of major agencies, regularly
highlighted by the Tasmanian Auditor-General's Office,
involves levels of funding far exceeding the savings sought
from our cultural institutions.

Beyond poorly advised is the wilful proposal to end the
highly successful Roving Curator program operated by Arts
Tasmania. This program is the only Tasmanian Government
initiative that provides support, albeit at a very modest
level, to the hundreds of small, volunteer-run, community-
operated museums and heritage sites across the state.

The program has supported small museums from
Melaleuca in the south-west to Flinders Island, King Island
and Dover. No other state cultural initiative has had such a
profound and widespread impact. Over the decades that
the program has been running, there has been a dramatic
increase in the professionalism of our small museums,
reflected in greatly improved collection care, presentation
and management.

Although these budget cuts may not immediately affect
the Maritime Museum, they will inevitably have an impact,
as we work closely with the staff of the institutions,
agencies and community museums so unwisely targeted.
The Museum's independence is founded on our volunteer-
based operation, and we are continually looking for new
volunteers to sustain our activities, not only in the Museum
itself but also in the operation of Westward and
Semaphore Cottage at Battery Point. Volunteers are the
essence of the Museum's operations, so if you can help, or
know of others who might enjoy making a real difference
in our community, please contact us.

The wide range of the Museum's activities is once again
reflected in this edition of Maritime Times, which also
continues to explore and document aspects of Tasmania's
maritime heritage. Brendon Bowes looks at how Elizabeth
Street Pier has changed over almost a century as an
integral part of Hobart's port, while Rex Cox provides an
insightful overview of the evolution of petroleum imports
to Tasmania, from five-gallon tins in the late nineteenth
century to the bulk tankers of today.

This will be Emily Quintin's last edition of Maritime Times
as editor, a role in which she has overseen the move to
digital publication and a much larger readership. The
Museum wishes Emily every success in her future
endeavours.

On behalf of the Maritime Museum, | would like to thank
all our volunteers, members and supporters, and wish
everyone a very happy and successful 2027 as the Museum
looks forward to another exciting year.

CHRIS TASSELL,
MMT PRESIDENT














































































