
TAKE A WALK AROUND THE PORT WITH ‘MAY QUEEN’ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello everyone!  

 

My name is MAY QUEEN! I am a sailing ship and I am 153 years old – a very old lady of the sea! If you would 

like you to join me, we can take a short trip around the Port of Hobart, which I now call my retirement home!  

Along the way I’ll ask some questions. You can find the answers at the end.  

 

Across the way from my usual berth besides MATILDA, you will see a building which celebrates the Australian 

Antarctic Expedition which left for the Antarctic in 1911. Gosh, what an exciting time that was! Inside the 

building there are artefacts brought back from this expedition. (1) Do you know the name the building?  

 

Just south-east of my berth, towards the river, is a replica of the LADY NELSON. Sailing ships like Lady Nelson 

were still in port well into the early 1900’s.  I often used to see them when I first started trading between 

Hobart and the Channel area. The LADY NELSON replica was built at Woodbridge in 1987, and I later met up 

with her here in the port where she started to teach people how to sail. (2) Can you find out how many 

convict voyages the first LADY NELSON was involved in?   

 

As you leave the LADY NELSON, look towards the north. Can you see a mushroom-shaped tower above the 

buildings? That is the Port Authority tower and the people inside that building give directions to me and 

other ships who come in and out of port. (3) But why do you think that building would need to have so many 

big windows all around it? 

 

Return towards Constitution Dock and head north-east to cross the bridge at Constitution Dock. Across the 

bridge you will see a machine that was used for lifting heavy loads. (4) What is it?     

      

Oh, look over there to the right! On the fence is a memorial to the Great War. Another busy time in the port. 

I saw many hundreds of young men leave the Port in transport ships heading off to war. People were 

everywhere, waving and calling out to the soldiers. (5) Can you find out the name of the two troop ships I 

saw back then?    



 

Sometimes I can see a group of 3 female convicts walking along Macquarie Wharf. There’s a young boy 

behind them. I often wonder who they were and why they all looked so sad. This was before my time in the 

port. (6) Can you find out the names of 5 Irish convicts and the reason why they were sent all the way across 

the world to Hobart Town?  I’m told there were many ships who visited Hobart during that time. I wonder if I 

ever met up with any of them later in my visits to the port. Could you find out the names of 5 convict ships as 

well?    

 

There’s another memorial near the convict women. In 1954 I saw the British Queen visit Hobart and this 

memorial was built in celebration of the 150th anniversary of the founding of Hobart. At the base of this 

memorial look for the birds-eye panoramic sketch of Hobart in 1879. When I was in port, it was common to 

see many sailing ships coming and going in this area. (7) How many large sailing ships can you see?  

     

Ah! Here we are in Hunter Street! This used to be called the Old Wharf! I used to transport fruit from the 

orchards down the Channel to the IXL building for processing in the jam factory. (8) Can you read the name 

engraved above the blue window in this lovely old sandstone building?      

 

Further along Hunter Street, I see many people visiting this building for a nice meal. I think they must know 

the Admiral there. But when I used to be a working boat, it was part of IXL factory. (9) Can you find the name 

of the building!  

 

As we return across the Victoria Dock bridge and look towards the Maritime Museum, you will see a dome 

with a flag on top and a clock face underneath. I often heard the chiming of the clock nearby. (10) What is 

the name of this building?     

 

I saw Muirs Restaurant being built in the 1980s and the coming of the fish punts to Constitution Dock. Walk  

passed the “Dolphin” and head back towards me. On your left is the sailing vessel, the WESTWARD! I’ve 

known WESTWARD for over half a century, but I’ve forgotten when she was launched. (11) Can you find out?

         

Aah! We’re back with MATILDA! We used to chat in between voyages, and she told me about her many trips 

to the Tasman Lighthouse near Port Arthur with mail and passengers. MATILDA was also a very busy fishing 

boat. We have crossed paths many times over our long lives. (12) When was MATILDA constructed?  

    

Turn to look between the more modern addition of Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery (TMAG) and the 

Customs House building (now part of the TMAG complex). There is a two storey cottage which some say is 

the oldest house in Hobart. This was the residence of the Governor’s Private Secretary. Can you draw the 

building for me please?   

 

Well, it’s been great talkin’ to you! Sometimes I leave my usual berth to go have my bottom scraped and 

painted, I enjoy these visits out of the port, but at other times I love seeing the happy faces of visitors who 

come by to say “Hello”. It really makes my day. So if I happen to be away up the river, enjoy the trip I sent 

you on, and please come back and see me another time!  

 

Answers 

(1) Mawsons Hut  (2) Three   (3) To give a good view of the port and vessels moving around. 

(4) A Steam Crane (5) Geelong and Katuna (6) The names are written on the statue base!  

(7) Six    (8) H Jones & Co Ltd (9)  The Drunken Admiral  

(10) The GPO  (11) Launched 1947 (12) 1886  


