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Summer’s here ... and so are the Cruise Ships
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from the president’s log
by Mike Webb
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• Tas Maritime Radio 

• Book reviews, news and regular features

I’m writing this quarterly instalment for the Maritime Times, 
just before the seminar on ‘Maritime Heritage’, which will be 
held in Hobart and jointly-hosted by the Australian Register of 
Heritage Vessels and the Maritime Museum. I have been asked 
to give the fi rst talk, which will be on the ‘Status of Maritime 
Heritage activity in Tasmania’. I have been allocated only 15 
minutes for the talk, but so much has happened, and there 
have been so many advances around our State, especially in 
recent years. Preparation for the talk brought back a fl ood of 
memories. 

When I walked upstairs for my fi rst day of voluntary work in 
the library, Audrey Hudspeth was there to welcome me. Geoff  
Andrewartha showed me around. We shared one computer in 
a confi ned space, and the library spilled out into the already 
crowded alley. Syd Heatley and Bob Oliver appeared once a 
week to work on photographic albums and Stuart Lester called 
in to help with enquiries. It was fascinating to join the team 
and to do maritime-related research. So I came more often. For 
enquiries the research fee was $15, and still is. It could take half 
an hour, or much longer, to answer a query. One query, which 
took me two months to complete, was from someone in the 
USA, who wanted to know about their distinguished great-
great-grandfather. He must have been the biggest rouge of the 
day, sailing out of Hobart and Sydney. No thanks for that one.

Colin Denny would look into the library on his way to the offi  ce. 
I learnt then that there was a lot going on in other parts of 
Museum. Rona Hollingsworth was curator for two museums 
at that time. She valiantly battled to clear a bigger passage 
way to her offi  ce. The problem was partly solved when the 
library was extended towards the upstairs swing doors, but 
we paid a penalty for this because the established educational 
space disappeared. Despite this, the educational group 
expanded and camped out wherever they could. Temporary 
exhibitions had come into existence, and the usual comment 
was: ‘If only we had the Carnegie Gallery.’ Then suddenly we 
had a new member of staff , Peta Knott, the fi rst Maritime 
Heritage Coordinator. This was her fi rst job but, with Colin, she 
accelerated the development of our relationships with like-
minded people around the State. I suspect many of us were 
infl uenced by her dynamic drive, and the Museum benefi ted. It 
set the stage for our successful outreach programmes.

It was not all easy. Storage became an urgent problem. Colin 
was on the hunt for space because we had to move out of the 
airport. We went to Mount Canopus thanks to UTAS, and then 
had to leave there. It became obvious we needed our own 
store and the warehouse construction at Cambridge suited our 
needs. However, despite its size, it is now nearly full. We seem 
to have gained some sort of reputation and attract donors, 
not only from Tasmania but also from the mainland. There are 
an increasing number of people and organisations taking an 
interest in our Museum and our activities. I just marvel at how 
well our shop contributes to the Museum. Visitor numbers are 
up now beyond twenty thousand a year. At the same time, we 
give back to the community with travelling exhibitions and 
assistance where we can.

How does this all happen? It is achieved through our hundred-
odd volunteers—I wish I could mention you all—and our 

hard working staff , Rona, Mark Hosking and John Wadsley 
with their commitment and drive, as well as through excellent 
fi nancial management. I thank the General Committee for 
their invaluable input. Work has started on the long-awaited 
installation of the lift. Then we will have access to, and use of, 
the Carnegie Gallery about April next year. The future is ours, 
and the prospects are tremendous.

This is my last President’s Log and I wish to thank everyone 
who has made us what we are today. I also thank those who 
have kindly helped me while I was President. You will fi nd me 
occasionally in the future carrying on with research in the 
library.

May I wish you all a Happy and Memorable Christmas and a 
New Year to look forward to, and later to recall 2016 as a year of 
further progress. 

Individual $30

Family $40

Concessions: $20

Interstate $20

Membership Fees
Categories of membership and annual fees effective 

each year 1 July to 30 June (including GST)

Overseas $20

Quarterdeck $25 plus $275 donation

Perennial $1000

Once only, or 4 years Quarterdeck membership.
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from the brig
As Christmas speeds towards us a lot is happening at the 
Museum. As I write this the Portuguese Ambassador and his wife 
are touring the Museum and we are preparing for the imminent 
Tasmanian Maritime Heritage seminar, sponsored by the 
Australian Register of Historic Vessels. Building work on the lift 
is well underway, and we are all adapting to having the builders 
around. At the moment we have managed to remain open other 
than closing one gallery for a day while we created a workspace 
for the builders. We’re very grateful to all our volunteers who 
have helped with preparation for this major project and who 
are explaining what is happening to our visitors who arrive to 
be faced with builder’s noticeboards and sheets of black plastic.

A week or so ago, just after I was contacted by the State 
Government’s Protocol Unit arranging the Portuguese 
Ambassador’s visit, I spoke with a contact at the University who 
was also involved with hosting the visitors. My friend asked me 
if I knew of any maritime connections between Tasmania and 
Portugal. We established that Pedra Branca is believed to be one 
of only two physical locations in Australia to have been given a 
Portuguese name (according to historian Kenneth McIntyre the 
other is the Houtman Abrolhos Islands in WA) but couldn’t come 
up with much else. 

However, one of our volunteers researching whaling found that 
Portuguese, particularly from Cape Verde, were well represented 
among the crews of whalers working out of Hobart in the 
nineteenth century. A majority were employed as ‘boat steerers’, 
and it seems were sought after for their skill with the harpoon, 
with many being hired initially by American whalers heading 

south from New England. A few days later I found myself in 
conversation with a lady at the Museum who is researching her 
family history. The story she was following up was of a great-
great-grandfather of hers who had jumped ship from a whaler 
in Hobart in the 1870s. Turns out, he was a boat steerer from 
Cape Verde and that he made off  with a harpoon. Our enquirer 
can remember the harpoon in their suburban garden during 
her childhood, but is not sure what happened to it. We don’t 
know much about the boat steerer subsequently other than 
that he settled in Hobart and his descendants still live here, as 
are the descendants of other Portuguese whalers, which proves 
a stronger connection between Tasmania and Portugal than the 
White Rock. 

The previous issue of Maritime Times featured lighthouses and 
generated a number of positive responses. Thank you very much! 
We also thank all who contributed articles. It seems lighthouses 
are of enduring interest and fascination, a point proven by the 
fact that one of the books under review in this edition is a story of 
growing up on lighthouses in a keeper’s family. We also include 
an article on Goose Island held over from the last edition that fi ts 
our theme of Summer and we are happy to publicise the 2016 
Tasmanian Lighthouse calendar, produced by Friends of Tasman 
Island and available in the Museum shop. 

Our next edition will focus on Heritage, a nice broad topic to 
exercise you, and we do encourage submission of articles on that 
or any other topic suitable for the Maritime Times of Tasmania. 
Guidelines for the submission of articles are shown inside the 
front cover.

In 1911 former British naval offi  cer, Commander CRW Brewis, toured 
Tasmania as part of an inspection of all Australia’s lighthouses prior to 
the Commonwealth taking control from the States in 1915. His 1912 
report covered all existing lighthouses and made recommendations for 
new ones.  Friends of Tasman Island’s 10th calendar in the series  features 
some of these lighthouses in a celebration of one hundred years of 
Commonwealth management of navigational aids in Australia.

By purchasing this superb, limited edition calendar, you are helping to 
support ongoing work on Tasman Island. It is available at Rolph’s Nautical 
Gift and Book Shop at the Museum.

RRP $20.

Spectacular

Lighthouses of Tasmania

Calendar 2016
an all Tasmanian production

The condition of the Service is favourable.  
Extensive renewals of plant and equipment are required at some of the 
light-houses.  ...  Some of the light-keepers are far above the age at which a 
man may be termed able-bodied.

—Commander CRW Brewis, RN  
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CRUISE SHIPS IN HOBART

by Rex Cox

provided by amending the Commonwealth Navigation Act in 
1926 so that overseas ships could carry passengers to and from 
Hobart during the tourist season (initially defi ned as March to 
May, though later extended from December to May). The ships 
had to be at least 10,000 tons gross and no slower than 15 knots, 
later reduced to 11. Considering that overseas lines, particularly 
P&O and Orient, had railed against the restrictive nature of 
the Navigation Act, there was hardly a rush to obtain permits. 
Over the next three years an annual average of 25 vessels of 
the required size and speed came from Sydney to Hobart to 
load fruit, proceeding to Melbourne before continuing their 
voyages to Britain. Only one, Oronsay (20,001/1925), actually 
took advantage of the amendment allowing the carriage of local 
tourists, and then the main reason was to collect passengers 
unable to get to Launceston and the Bass Strait ferry because 
fl oods had cut road access from Hobart.

The attitude of overseas lines began to change in the early 
1930s, with 1932 marking several important milestones. From 

Franconia arrived Hobart 25 April 1938              Photo: John Craike Collection at MMT

Bergensfj ord at Hobart 26 February 1963    Photo: R Cox 

Companies such as P&O, Orient and Royal Mail began sending their passenger liners on cruises towards 

the end of the nineteenth century, but we are indebted to the Cunard Line, or at least those chartering their 

vessels, for introducing the concept to Hobart. 

The passenger liner Carinthia (20,277/1925), fresh from its 
builder’s yard, was the fi rst overseas cruise ship to call here, on 
31 December 1925. Its visit was publicised well in advance by 
The Mercury, which reported on 27 February that year: 

A well-known company of tourist agents has announced the 
charter of the new 20,000-ton Cunard liner, the Carinthia, for 
a world cruise of 38,000 miles on a luxurious scale. The cruise 
will be from New York via the Panama Canal, including for 
the fi rst time a visit to six ports of Australia, New Zealand, 
and Tasmania, among which will be Sydney, Melbourne, 
Hobart, Wellington, and Auckland. (It’s interesting to note 
that Tasmania was considered as separate from Australia in 
the mind of whoever wrote this newspaper copy.) Passengers 
will make inland visits to scenic wonders, and conduct an 
examination of unusual fl ora and fauna … It is expected that 
a group of socially prominent Americans will participate in the 
cruise. This type of world tour up to the present has covered 
only the beaten tourist path in Asia, Africa, and Europe. 
The agents explain that a desire to vary the usual routine, 
and the growing interest in Australia, especially since the 
announcement of the visit of the American fl eet to Australia, 
has induced them to include the southern continent.

The American fl eet was one that called at Australian ports 
in July and August 1925, with four light cruisers coming to 
Hobart; Ian Gibson wrote a very interesting article about this 
visit in Maritime Times, No. 41. 

A major boost to local tourism, at least in the longer term, was 
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July, ships of the E&A Line on the Japan run were granted a 
continuing permit for carrying Hobart passengers to and from 
Melbourne, though not Sydney, while from the end of that year 
any British vessel of at least 15,000 tons and a minimum speed 
of 14 knots was allowed to carry passengers between Hobart, 
Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane without a permit during the 
tourist season. Tasmanian Premier Joe Lyons was credited with 
successfully lobbying for the legislative changes.

P&O, Orient and other lines were now quick to grasp this 
opportunity and The Mercury was able to comment on 20 April 
1933: 

If any further evidence of the benefi ts derived from the 
lifting of the restrictions of the Navigation Act is required, 
it is obtainable from the passenger lists of four overseas 
vessels which will visit Hobart during the remainder of 
April.

All four vessels were coming to Hobart from Sydney and 
going on to Melbourne. Moreton Bay (13,850/1921) was due 
to disembark 20 passengers from Sydney within a few days 
while Ulysses (14,500/1913) was expected on 27 April with 
154 transit passengers. Both it and Moreton Bay were also 
loading fruit for Britain. Oronsay was listed for 28 April, to 
disembark 45 passengers from Sydney and take 83 Hobart 
passengers to Melbourne. It had on board 320 Australians 
returning to Melbourne from a cruise to Noumea, and another 
300 passengers bound for overseas ports. The P&O Branch 
liner Bendigo (13,039/1922) was also due on 28 April, with 
10 passengers landing in Hobart. These two liners departed 
from Hobart within a few hours of each other on Saturday 29 
April. Bendigo was fi rst away, having embarked 21 passengers 
for Melbourne and another fi ve for overseas, besides loading 
40,420 cases of fruit and 151 bales of wool. It was followed a 
few hours later by Oronsay, which had loaded 31,770 cases 
of fruit for London, and general cargo for that port and for 
Colombo. Earlier in the day Huddart Parker’s coastal liner 
Zealandia (6,660/1910)—one of those Australian vessels that 
the Navigation Act was designed to protect—had sailed for 
Sydney with 141 passengers. 

Further legislative changes in April 1935 allowed passengers to 
travel between Hobart and any mainland port, provided there 
was no break in their journey, no transhipment or second call 
at any intermediate port. Permits were no longer required and 
the exemption applied throughout the year. The voyage could 
be made on any vessel of at least 10,000 tons and 14 knots 
speed. By the end of 1935 there were so many overseas ships 
taking advantage of this situation that Australian shipowners 
successfully appealed to the Commonwealth and an agreement 
was drawn up whereby the liner companies ceased carrying 
purely round-trip (i.e. cruise) passengers and off ered berths 
only to those that broke their journey—a rather unsatisfactory 
outcome, based on technicalities. 

Cruising by coastal liners also became popular in the 
1930s. Zealandia went to Port Davey, Port Arthur and Coles 
Bay, Wanganella (9,876/1932) from Sydney to Hobart and 
Melbourne. Cunard’s Franconia (20,175/1923)—sister to 
Carinthia—arrived on 19 April 1938 in the course of a world 
cruise and was scheduled to return two years later, but world 
events dictated otherwise. The Mercury was optimistic when it 
announced on 24 May 1939 that:

Provided the international situation does not cause an 
alteration of plans, the pleasure liner Franconia will make 
Hobart a port of call on a tourist cruise extending over six 
months next year… 

Its expected arrival date in Hobart was 19 April 1940.  

P&O and Orient liners began calling again in the mid-1950s 
while cruising. Though they might take a small amount of 
cargo, this was no longer the raison d’etre for their visits. Orsova 
(28,790/1954) and Himalaya (27,955/1949) led the way in 
1955–58, the latter berthing at Princes Wharf on 12 December 
1958 with a shipload of very sick passengers (and some crew). 
Undertaking a Christmas cruise from Sydney to New Zealand 
via Hobart, they had experienced gale conditions from Green 
Cape on the NSW coast until the ship rounded Cape Raoul.

Norwegian-America Line’s Bergensfj ord (18,739/1956) arrived 
on 16 February 1958 while on a round-the-world cruise—
our fi rst such visitor in 20 years. Lloyd Triestino liners also 
made their fi rst appearance in two decades during 1959, with 
Neptunia (13,141/1951) and Australia (13,140/1951) calling on 
22 March and Boxing Day respectively. Other visitors that year 
were Strathmore (23,428/1935), Orion, Iberia (29,614/1954) and 
Arcadia (29,734/1954). Departures then were often at midnight, 
though Oriana (41,915/1960) on its fi rst visit in January 1961 
sailed around 1800. This is the more usual sailing time these 
days.

Hobart’s cruising scene was pretty quiet through the 1970s. 
There were no cruise ships at all in 1973, though Lloyd 
Triestino’s Galileo Galilei (27,907/1963) and Guglielmo Marconi 
(27,905/1963) called on line voyages. Soviet passenger ships 
such as Shota Rustaveli (20,146/1968) made an appearance 
in the middle of the decade along with former Matson liners 
Mariposa (14,812/1953) and Monterey (14,799/1952) in 1975–
77. 1978 was notable for the fi rst visit by Queen Elizabeth 2 

Oriana at Hobart 31 October 1982               Photo: Kingsley Barr

Radiance of the Seas from Kings Pier Marina 16 February 2012      Photo: R Cox 
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by Rex Cox

(65,863/1969), but that was the only cruise ship into Hobart 
that year. There were, however, more encouraging signs in 
1979, with the Soviet Felix Dzerjinsky (4,871/1958) calling in 
February and November, and P&O’s Sea Princess (26,678/1966), 
also in November on a Melbourne Cup cruise. 

A real revival began in the mid-1980s with regular visits from 
ships of the Royal Viking Line. They had called intermittently 
from 1976 and were regarded at that time as representing the 
top end of the market in a new era of purpose-built cruise ships, 
of bold and daring design, according to one authority. Despite 
this, or perhaps because of it, they did not remain with their 
original owners all that long and have since had long careers 
under numerous house fl ags. 

Royal Viking Star (28,668/1972) called several times between 
January and March 1986 while undertaking South Pacifi c 
cruises; two of these were overnight stays and departures 
were made via the D’Entrecasteaux Channel. Responding 
to increased interest by Americans in Australia as a safe 
destination (following the 1985 Achille Lauro hijacking in 
the Mediterranean), the Line scheduled six visits by the Star 
during 1987, while Royal Viking Sky (28,078/1972) also called in 
February that year as part of an around-the-world cruise. 

The number of cruise ships visiting Hobart each year increased 
from two or three in the fi rst half of the 1980s to eight in 1986 
and a dozen in each of the succeeding two years. Apart from 
1993, when only fi ve ships called, these numbers remained 
reasonably steady until 1998, when there was a quantum leap 
to 19. The following year was even better with 27, and now we 
are averaging around 30–35 visits each year.

There has been another dramatic change – the increase in the 
average size of the vessels involved. Crystal Harmony (48,621/1990 
– 241 metres) was considered large on her fi rst arrival, 9 February 
1992, while a decade later Legend of the Seas (69,130/1995 – 264 
metres) would be regarded as pretty average and we saw our fi rst 
cruise ship to exceed 100,000 tons – Star Princess (108,977/2002 
– 289.5 metres). Another decade on and the port is playing host 
to the likes of Celebrity Solstice (121,878/2008 - 317 metres) and 
Voyager of the Seas (137,276/1999 - 311 metres), while the even 
larger and longer Ovation of the Seas (167,800/2016 - 348 metres) 
and Queen Mary 2 (148,528/2003 - 345 metres) are listed for the 
2016-17 season.

Vessels operated by Princess Cruises have become a feature of 
the port over the last 20 years. The company was still associated 
with P&O when Pacifi c Princess (20,636/1971) made history by 
going through the Tasman Bridge to bunker at Selfs Point on 
6 February 1991, returning to Princes Wharf a few hours later. 
Cruise Down Under chairman Richard Doyle said in 2006: 
‘Hobart is very popular with the Princess cruise line and it rates 
as the highest passenger satisfaction port in Australia for that 
company.’1 On 16 December 2008, Sun Princess (77,441/1995) 
and Diamond Princess (115,875/2004) were in port together at 
adjacent berths. 

Many cruise ships now include Port Arthur, Coles Bay and 
Wineglass Bay in their itineraries. The 2015–16 season has 11 
calls at Port Arthur scheduled, more than ever before.

Hobart had its fi rst taste of Antarctic cruising with visits by 
Lindblad Explorer (2,481/1969) in 1971, but that part of the 
industry really became important following the arrival of 
the Russian icebreaker Kapitan Khlebnikov (10,471/1981) in 
November 1994. It made at least one sailing from Hobart 
during most of the next 17 summers, with a fi nal departure on 
7 December 2011. After several years absence another Russian, 
Akademik Shokalskiy (1,754/1982), is listed to call in January 
2016, en route from Vladivostok to the New Zealand port of 
Bluff , thence Antarctica.  

Burnie has long been the other principal cruise ship port 
in Tasmania, though Devonport and Launceston have also 
received visits from time to time. P&O and Orient liners were 
regular callers at Burnie in the 1930s and the town has always 
been popular with passengers because of its welcoming nature 
and proximity to the scenic attractions of Cradle Mountain and 
the North West Coast. Along with Hobart, it now plays host to 
visiting cruise ships between October and April, with 11 visits 
listed this season. That of Superstar Virgo (75,338/1999 – 268 
metres) is particularly interesting, as it is doing a round trip 
from China, calling at several mainland ports and Burnie before 
heading back to Eastern waters. A new mooring dolphin will be 
in place for the 2016–17 cruise season, allowing longer vessels 
to berth in Burnie. 

Reference: 
1 The Mercury, Hobart, 23 September 2006

Crystal Serenity, Sapphire Princess and Mercury 22 February 2008 Photo: Glenn Towler
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Nicole Mayne from the Australian Maritime College (AMC) in 
Launceston describes the development of an exciting new training 
program. A simulator that trains icebreaker crews to navigate polar 
waters safely is one step closer to reality, following validation of 
the virtual model of Aurora Australis at AMC’s Centre for Maritime 
Simulations. 

Captain of Aurora Australis, Murray Doyle, and Third Offi  cer Katrina 
Beams put the virtual icebreaker through its paces over three 
days of testing, providing feedback on the accuracy of ship-
ice interaction. And the verdict? ‘It’s pretty close to the ship’s 
operational parameters – when you’re steering and using the ship’s 
thrusters you get the same feeling as if you were operating Aurora 
Australis,’ Captain Doyle said. 

This fi nal phase of testing marked the end of the project’s practical 
component for researcher Paul Brown, who spent seven weeks 
aboard the real icebreaker collecting data on how it behaved in 
a range of conditions. ‘During that voyage I collected more than 
40 days of data, photos and videos on the ship’s performance in 
conditions ranging from open waters to heavy seas, icebreaking 
and snowstorms. All of this information was used to develop the 
simulated Antarctic environment and ice breaking part of the ship 
model,’ Mr Brown said. ‘The aim was to create a virtual training tool 
that was as close to the real-world environment as possible, and 
there is no better person to validate our simulated model than the 
captain of the Aurora himself.’ 

The three-year project was developed to meet the future training 
needs of companies such as P&O Maritime, who must comply with 
a new international code of safety for ships operating in polar 
waters that is expected to be introduced in January 2017. It will be a 

CREW PUTS SIMULATED ICEBREAKER THROUGH ITS PACES
at the Australian Maritime College

by Nicole Mayne

Australian Maritime College researcher, Paul Brown, with Aurora Australis Captain Murray 

Doyle and Third Offi  cer Katrina Beams in the AMC ship simulator         Photo: Chris Crerar

Images supplied by AMC and the master of Aurora Australis                  Photo: Chris Crerar

mandatory requirement for all chief mates, masters and navigation 
offi  cers to hold formal ice navigation qualifi cations.

Captain Doyle said there was a range of benefi ts to completing 
an ice navigation course in a simulator prior to encountering the 
real thing. ‘Airline pilots are put in simulators well before they’re 
allowed to go near a cockpit of an aircraft, so using a simulator 
gives you a lot more confi dence and training to actually do these 
things. It lays a basic foundation for what you will need to learn 
later on,’ he said. ‘The simulator will be an important tool for the 
training of new, and existing, offi  cers – it will give them a better 
understanding of the interaction of ship operations in ice, leading 
to greater safety and effi  ciency, and reducing wear and tear on the 
vessel.’

P&O Maritime has worked closely with Mr Brown on the project 
with the intention of using the virtual model of Aurora Australis to 
train its ice pilots. Mr Brown is now consulting with commercial 
arm AMC Search to develop and approve two new ice navigation 
courses using the simulated training tools. The aim is to have the 
products online next year in preparation for the 2016–17 Antarctic 
season.

‘The real satisfaction will come when I see experienced ice 
navigators such as Captain Murray Doyle and Katrina Beams 
leaving here with their internationally-recognised qualifi cations,’ 
Paul Brown said. ‘That really will be the icing on the cake.’ 

For further information, or to register your interest in the new 
ice navigation training program, please contact AMC Search on 
+61 3 6324 9850.
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It’s summer and, as the cruise ships arrive in Hobart, the Antarctic 
ships leave to engage in their summer schedules. RSV Aurora 
Australis was, to quote the ANARE newsletter, ‘pootling around in 
the River Derwent, getting ready for the fi rst voyage of the season’ 
when a medical emergency on Macquarie Island necessitated a 
rescheduling. In October, the ship sailed to Macquarie and brought 
the patient back to Hobart, before leaving on the 4,800km voyage 
to take personnel and supplies to Davis base in East Antarctica.

On board was a remotely-operated underwater vehicle (ROV), 
which will be used to study the early-seasonal development of 
algae on sea ice attached to Antarctic land. This algae is a food 
source for small marine herbivores which are, in turn, a food source 
for penguins and seals. Its early growth, earlier than algae in the 
water column, may be an important catalyst for the development 
of the Antarctic marine food web. Sensors on the ROV will record 
transitional spring/summer changes in the physical and biological 
properties of the sea ice, providing data for further analysis. 

After the return voyage to Davis, the ship will go to Casey Station 
to resupply that station. Then, in January 2016, Aurora Australis will 

RSV AURORA AUSTRALIS
Summer Schedule

Aurora Australis in pancake ice, north of Casey station Photo: © Gary Dowse/Australian Antarctic Division              ROV under ice in the Southern Ocean              Photo: ©AAD

travel to the Indian Sector of the Southern Ocean, where it will be 
joined by CSIRO’s RV Investigator and research ships from France, 
Japan and the United States in a major multi-national marine 
science project. The complementary data sets collected in this 
project will facilitate the assessment of marine habitats, food webs, 
and productivity. 

After its return to Hobart, the ship will visit Mawson Station. The 
fourth and fi nal voyage of the season will take the ship to Macquarie 
Island, with that voyage scheduled to take place in March 2016.

This robust little ship (94.9m and 3911 tonnes) has given huge 
support to Antarctic and marine science since being built in 
Newcastle, Australia, in 1989. It will be replaced by a new icebreaker 
in a few years but, until then, it will continue to be a feature of the 
Antarctic summer. 

Images and details supplied by the Australian Antarctic Division, Kingston

www.antarctica.gov.au 
Search: Measuring algae in the fast ice
Accessed: 16 November 2015

100 Burnett St, North Hobart. Ph. 62346219 . Traditional Pub . Good Food . Good Beer
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Shipwrights Arms Hotel
(Established 1846)

29 Trumpeter Street, Battery Point
Phone: 03 6223 5551

Situated in the heart of historic Battery Point,
“Shippies” is lined with a unique collection

of Tasmania’s past, both maritime and historical

A traditional old English corner pub,
filled with history, tradition, and pride

including photographs of every ‘Sydney to Hobart’ winner
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AN UNUSUAL VOYAGE TO GREENLAND
in the Summer of 1950

by Paul Thost

Voyage to Greenland, Canada and USA 
I had signed on late in 1949 in Hamburg on the 600 ton tanker, 
Paust, of Kyviks Co. in Haugesund as a Hjelpgutt, i.e. Boy. We 
sailed for three months on the French coast and then returned 
to Norway.

This little vessel was an ideal coastal ship; it was easy to 
manoeuvre in the confi ned Norwegian fj ords that ranged 
deeply into the country, where the waters were still and 
deep and where little fi shing villages, hidden among steep 
mountains, were clinging to narrow ledges at the water’s edge.

This is where the herring-oil factories spoiled the environment 
and made the whole place pong, but in those days nobody 
worried about the environment and seagulls in their thousands 
screeched encouragement to the human spoilers. This is also 
where Paust picked up cargo—a little here and 100 gallons 
there; slithery, slimy brown oil that stank to high heaven and 
took days to fi ll our tanks but only a few hours to empty at 
Sandefj ord in southern Norway; then back up north again in 
ballast and another repetition of the procedure. 

In May 1950 we were in Haugesund where the ship went into 
dry dock to get its bottom scraped, and its tanks fl ushed, 
prior to our long voyage. I had sailed on several other ships in 
coastal voyages in the Baltic and North Seas; this was to be my 
fi rst transatlantic trip, having received offi  cial permission from 
the British Naval Commander in Hamburg: ‘Has been granted 
clearance to serve in a ship or vessel proceeding overseas ... ‘ 
and my clearance was No. AA 00043. Yes, I’ve still got it.

17 May, Norway’s National Day. Still in Haugesund, then we’re 
away to Aalesund, where our tanks are fi lled to the top with 
diesel and our small hold fi lled with provisions, especially green 
vegetables and fruit. The crew is given a stiff  medical and we are 
told that medical facilities are scarce where we’re about to go. 
So I started to worry. I’ve still got my appendix. What a subject 
to worry about!

Then we’re away. We were making good speed, cleared the 
last islets and were nosing into the northern North Sea. After 
24 hours we had logged 220 nautical miles, good going for 
those days. We had a sea running from aft and that helped a 
little and made sailing easy—no heavy rolling or pitching; that 
was coming later and when it came, we found life diffi  cult. A 
600-ton tanker is a small ship in the wild North Atlantic and 
we suff ered a lot. We passed Iceland and the Faroes and, as 

we neared Greenland, the sea became easier and then only a 
heavy swell.

I was up on the bridge, although not on watch, when we saw a 
faint smudge of land far to the north of us—Cape Farewell. The 
skipper pointed it out to me: Grönland, gutten.

The sea was quite calm when suddenly a rough vibration shook 
the whole ship. It lasted for only a couple of seconds before the 

Paul Thost’s Seaman’s Book

Paust under tow by Bonnybridge                      Photo: Paul Thost

In response to your request (for stories of seafarers’ adventures) in the Maritime Times of 
Tasmania, June 2015, I am putting pen to paper, opening my old Seaman’s Book on page 19, 
and inviting you to join me on an unusual voyage.
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engineer on watch was able to stop the engine. Then there was 
no engine noise, no vibration, only the sounds of the sea slap-
slapping against our hull and the wind in our rigging. Thank 
God the sea was calm. Then we noticed that we were rolling 
more than usual as the ship lost speed and didn’t follow the 
helm any longer.

The skipper knew what had happened, and then the chief came 
to the bridge and confi rmed: We’ve lost our propeller! followed 
by a string of Norwegian curses that I hadn’t learnt yet.

Late in June and, although it was late in the evening, it was still 
broad daylight. Of the crew of 13 only the skipper, the steward, 
and I spoke any English and that enabled me to stay on the 
bridge and help with the RT, while the crew got a sheet-anchor 
ready under the supervision of the bosun and the fi rst mate. 

We had no ‘spark’ on this small vessel and I helped to work out 
the wording of our call for help: ‘Mayday. Mayday. This is the 
Norwegian motor tanker Paust. We’ve lost our propeller and are 
adrift south of Cape Farewell. Our position is 59.36 North, 42.26 
West ...’ and so our call went out, over and over. 

Now most of the crew were busy for we expected an early 
contact, as this was a relatively crowded spot in the ocean. Sure 
enough, after only a few calls we had an answer: ‘Bonnybridge 
here, Bonnybridge, I hear you loud and clear ... ‘

A trawler from Grimsby, on the north-east coast of England, was 
only 40–50 nautical miles from our position, and was ready and 
able to pick us up shortly. When it appeared on the southern 
horizon, our skipper fi red a rocket or two and the English 
trawler came around our stern, lined up and lay alongside, only 

four metres away.

They were professional seamen, as were 
our Norwegians, and as the towline 
thrown by a hefty sailor came onto our 
foredeck it was quickly picked up by one 
of our crew and the heavy manilla pulled 
over and secured on our focsle.

There was a short discussion between the 
two captains as to where we were to be 
towed but, from our point of view, it was 
clear: we were to go to Faeringehavn as 
we had fuel and supplies for the fi shing 
fl eet there. So the long tow commenced. 

The sketchy notes that I kept from those 
days tell me that it took Bonnybridge 
over two days to take us there, which 

Ice in the rigging in the Greenland summer of 1950

Paust under tow by four lifeboats                                 Inspecting the ship    
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by Paul Thost

isn’t bad considering the ice and fog in the Davis Strait. So we 
fi nally arrived off  Faeringehavn on a bright morning with fog 
banks all around but the entrance to the harbour miraculously 
clear. Only the very basic aids to navigation and our skipper’s 
knowledge of the area enabled us to move into the anchorage. 

Bonnybridge had retrieved its heavy manilla and come 
alongside. Both ships secured side-by-side, with heavy fenders 
between hulls to protect the plates, we were taken close 
inshore, just off  the Norwegian station where two banks of fuel 
tanks were being made ready to receive our cargo of diesel. 
Stern to shore, the trawler inched us towards the land. Then 
our anchors fell away: Leggo starboard! Leggo port! and there 
was the noisy rattle of the chains as the heavy anchors groped 
for the seabed and our decksboy hoisted the anchorball on the 
stay on the focsle. 

Under normal circumstances we would 
have fuelled the many fi shing boats fi rst 
and then discharged the remaining fuel 
into the tanks ashore. We were to do 
this on subsequent voyages but, on this 
occasion, we were to lighten our load as 
quickly as possible to ascertain if we could 
carry out the necessary repairs in this bay.

We secured our discharging gear hoses 
and pipes to the shore cables to bollards 
ashore. Once our pumps were operating 
we could not be distracted by the falls and 
rises of ebb and high-water, but had to 
empty our tanks as fast as possible.

Until our tanks were empty we remained 
on sea-watches. Now the pump-man was 
in charge and he remained on duty until 

the last drop of diesel was discharged. While this was going 
on, we were visited by a long line of fi shing boats to which we 
issued new provisions from our hold. As stated earlier, the hold 
was full of fruit and vegetables, as well as bread and milk—
items unobtainable in this cold and inhospitable place.

The ship was empty in the morning, tanks and hold discharged 
of the valuable cargo and offi  cers and crew ready for a rest. 
However, this time, resting had to wait.

The motorboat from Paust was lowered and the skipper, 
chief, bosun, and the Faeringehavn harbourmaster went for a 
reconnaissance of suitable sandbanks. They soon found what 
appeared to be the ideal spot: not far away, high, and wide 
enough to allow a team of men to erect rigging and hoists to 
facilitate the fi tting of the new propeller.

Sketch map of the locations mentioned 

 A brief relaxation Paust high and dry on a sandbank at Faeringehavn All Photos:  Paul Thost
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ANVERS 
Confectionery

•  Chocolate Tasting  •  Viewing  
•  Gardens  •  Cafe and Museum

Indulge yourselves in a Belgian style breakfast in a chocolate factory, 
morning and a ernoon tea in the old gardens listening to the native birds, 
a fine Tasmanian lunch near a cosy wood heater, stocking up on Tasmania’s 
finest chocolates or just browsing through the chocolate antique display. 
There is ample car and bus parking on site.

Also catering for the quick quality business lunch and corporate presentations in 
our own private room.

The “House of Anvers” is a real chocolate taste sensation. It is located on the Bass Highway between 
Devonport and Latrobe and is open 7am - 7pm, 7 days a week. Phone: (03) 6426 2958 for bookings

Bonnybridge had by then departed, off  on its interrupted, but 
profi table, voyage to catch codfi sh. Lykke till! There was no 
party and no great ceremonies; there was work to be done. 

There was another company ship in port and, as Faeringehavn 
had no tugboat, we had to improvise. So we took our four 
lifeboats equipped with small motors, to tow Paust to this 
sandbank, where it was once again secured against the rise 
and fall of the tides. Our company vessel was a cargo-ship with 
heavy derricks and this now came alongside to take off  our 
spare propeller. That done, we waited for the water to drop.

Night in those latitudes, at that time of year, lasts only one 
or two hours. Even so, we rigged spotlights to help in this 
unusual task. Even before our hull was completely clear, we 
were over the side in oilskins and seaboots, and we slaved to 
fi t the propeller. Because of the cold, we could only work for 

short periods and then had to go back to rest and to warm up 
again. A mammoth task, fi nished ere the tide came back—just. 
Proud, happy and tired, we went for a well-earned rest ... and 
the drinks were on the skipper and the chief.

Paust was a happy ship. We made many voyages to Halifax, 
Boston and New York, and up and down Greenland’s west 
coast, up to Upernavik, 72.47 N. and after many a rough voyage 
there was ice in the rigging.

It was a happy ship and a happy crew, most of whom remained 
on board for the next season as well. And that propeller we 
mounted lasted for good.

 Faeringehavn Bay with Paust in foreground, discharging oil into tanks – June 1950      Photo: Paul Thost
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Taking into account the land mass and the Exclusive 
Economic Zone to 200 nautical miles, about 60 per cent 
of Australia’s estate is ocean—it is the third largest marine 
estate in the world. This presents great opportunities and 
also considerable challenges, as to date only around 25 per 
cent of Australia’s ocean territory has been mapped in any 
detail. Research is vital to the responsible management 
and development of the oceans, and to understanding the 
infl uence of the oceans around Australia in a global context.

RV Investigator is a safe and technically-advanced mobile 
research platform, operating from the tropical north to 
the Antarctic ice-edge and across the Indian, Southern 
and Pacifi c Oceans. The vessel’s design features a core 

by Sarah Schofi eld

Australia’s new Marine National Facility (MNF) research vessel, the 93.9 metre Investigator, is challenging 

the way ocean and atmospheric research has been undertaken globally. The new ship was delivered 

into Hobart in 2014 and commenced research voyages in March 2015. It is capable of spending 300 

days a year at sea, supporting activities across a range of disciplines in oceanographic, geoscientifi c, 

biological and atmospheric research. There is room on board for up to 40 scientists and 20 crew, who 

can stay at sea for up to 60 days and cover up to 10,000 nautical miles in a single voyage. 

AUSTRALIA’S NEW APPROACH TO MARINE SCIENCE
RV Investigator

backbone of permanently fi tted systems for sampling, data 
acquisition, management, and communication including 
winches, acoustic mapping and environmental monitoring 
instruments. 

Research teams are able to add purpose-built systems to 
support their own investigations, such as radiation and trace 
metal laboratories, deep-water dredging, coring and drilling 
devices, fi shing nets, towed camera systems and remotely 
operated vehicles. Researchers can also integrate vessel-
acquired data with data from satellite sensors, autonomous 
vehicles and shore based models in real time. 

From the air intake in the forward mast for atmospheric 
research, to the gondola and drop keel system holding 

RV Investigator  Photo: CSIRO
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We welcome new members: 

new members

ERIKA SHANKLEY 

CARLENE NILLSEN 

MAURICE HILL 

ALLEGRO SHANNON 

BARRY HINE 

DOUG SCOT T 

ROBERT HOWIE 

CHRISTINE KNIGHT 

acoustic equipment underneath the ship which can map 
the seafl oor to 7,000 metres, to the deep water coring 
capability which can take cores 24 metres long at a depth 
of 7,000 metres, to the main mast that houses a dual 
polarisation Doppler weather research radar that collects 
data in a 150km radius up to 20km above the sea, the ship 
is technically astounding. And those are only some of the 
scientifi c capabilities of Investigator. 

As much as possible, Investigator must be all things to all 
Australian marine scientists, as Australia has only one 
dedicated blue-water research vessel. The ship has been 
specifi cally designed to an international radiated noise 
standard known as DNV Silent-R. Achieving this classifi cation 
places Investigator as one of the quietest vessels in the world. 
Radiated ship noise interferes with acoustic signals and, as 
a quiet ship, Investigator will have leading edge ability to 
monitor the marine ecosystem and map the sea fl oor.

Investigator is the new blue-water research vessel for the 
MNF, which has been a key element of Australia’s national 
research infrastructure since 1984. It is the third vessel 
for the Facility, the fi rst being the ORV Franklin which 
was commissioned in 1985 and was replaced by the 
Southern Surveyor, which was sold in 2013, to make way for 
Investigator.

The MNF is a blue-water research capability funded by 
the Australian Government. Under the direction of an 
independent Steering Committee, the Facility is owned and 
operated by CSIRO on behalf of the nation and is based in 
Hobart, Tasmania. The Facility is available to all scientists 
employed by an Australian research organisation and their 
international collaborators, with access granted on the basis 
of proposals that are internationally peer reviewed, and 
independently assessed for science quality and for their 
contribution to the national interest.

Deploying the TRIAXUS on RV Investigator’s trial voyage

Lindsay Pender talks to Louise Saunders about TRIAXUS at 

https://blog.csiro.au/listen-to-dr-lindsay-pender-talking-to-936-abc-hobarts-drive-presenter-louise-saunders/

Photo: CSIRO

SYDNEY–HOBART YACHT RACE 2015
It’s a 628 nautical mile race, beginning 26 December 2015, 
with more than 100 yachts, representing many countries.

Follow Tasmanians Helsal 3, (sail no. 262) 
skippered by Rob Fisher, 

and Tony Lyall’s Cougar II (sail no. 5200). 

More information at: www.rolexsydneyhobart.com 
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by Ruth Haynes

CONSERVATION ON GOOSE ISLAND

Goose Island is a small windswept, rugged granite island, measuring 
2.4 x 0.8km situated in Bass Strait about 18 nautical miles west of 
Flinders Island.  On a recent conservation trip with Friends of Bass 
Strait Islands (FOBSI) to remove the African boxthorn I gained a 
new appreciation for those early lighthouse keepers. I began to 
understand the realities (not just the romance) of the work and 
life of a lighthouse keeper. As well as the isolation, they endured 
primitive conditions, diffi  culties in obtaining provisions, extreme 
weather conditions and ‘making do’, for the love of the job. The 
living conditions were very poor for the lighthouse keepers on 
Goose Island, who originally lived in workers’ huts until eventually 
both the head and assistant lighthouse keepers’ houses were built. 
The ruins of one of these houses remain today. The island is home 
to penguins, mutton-birds, pacifi c gulls and multiple other seas 
birds. Although the island is very small, it is important because at 
the southern end stands a 30m high lighthouse, which was built 
from masonry rubble in 1846 using convict labour. The beam of 
this lighthouse can be seen for 18 nautical miles, alerting ships to 
the dangers of the rugged, treacherous coastline. The original light 
was an oil burner which was changed to mineral oil in 1878, and 
fi nally to acetylene gas in 1931 when it was de-manned. It now 
stands tall as a testimony to the men and women who manned the 
light and who made a life for themselves on the island despite the 
hardships and privations.

The FOBSI volunteers’ task was to remove the noxious weed, 
African Boxthorn which was introduced to the island to act as 
windbreaks. Don’t be fooled by the word ‘weed’. If left alone the 
plants grow taller than an adult, thick enough to require a chain 
saw to cut trunk and branches and they join together with huge 
thorns to form large clumps or groves of boxthorn. They are also 
happy to use any other type of vegetation as a frame with which to 
support themselves. The long, exceedingly sharp thorns can make 
removing them a painful exercise. This plant has taken over the 
island and in places is so dense and entangled that the penguin 
burrows are reduced to the outer edges of the clumps because the 
birds have great diffi  culties penetrating the undergrowth of the 
plant. Previous working groups have removed large swaths of the 
plant but much remains.   

For three weeks, 11 members of the FOBSI team worked to cut, 
poison and burn the boxthorn in an eff ort to remove as much 
as possible, both large and small, from the island. The trip was 

originally planned for two weeks but, after one week of beautiful 
sunny days, the weather completely changed bringing rain, winds 
and high seas. We were experiencing the same weather patterns 
endured by the lighthouse keepers: winds that blew you over and 
prevented anyone from walking upright, and tumultuous seas 
which prevented any boat from reaching the island. Even the birds 
had diffi  culty taking off  at our approach.

I would not have fancied walking from the keeper’s house to 
the lighthouse to light the lighthouse lamp at night with only a 
lantern such as they had. Due to the long grasses and penguin 
and mutton-bird burrows, the area can be extremely diffi  cult to 
navigate and even more diffi  cult when dealing with winds that 
do not permit you to stand erect. On some of those days it was 
necessary to retreat to the shelter of the small research hut, or to 
our tents, to catch up on some overdue sleep.

Another task we undertook while on the island was to tidy the 
small graveyard where the graves of two of the assistant lighthouse 
keepers and the young son of a keeper are buried along with others. 
The two assistant keepers, one being Mr I Dickenson, drowned on 
22 March 1922 after they were caught in a strong current while 
rowing their long boat back to the lighthouse jetty after collecting 
the mail. The mail boats were unable to dock on the island so the 
keepers rowed out in long boats to collect the mail, even if it was 
the middle of the night. The six-year-old boy died when caught by 
the rapidly rising tide while playing in the rock pools. His three-
year-old brother ran for help, but it came too late. 

An unexpected and exciting fi nd on the island was an amazing 
large dry stone wall, which had been completely overgrown, 
surrounded and hidden by the boxthorn, and which we uncovered 
and ’rescued’. As it was very close to a little bay one can only surmise 
its original purpose. We speculated that it could have been a 
garden wall or perhaps an animal shelter or a windbreak.  Another 
dry stone wall around a garden was near the original house ruins 
and contained fl owering yellow everlasting daisies. I could imagine 
the keepers tending this lovely enclosed garden, protected from 
the winds and seas. The work and creativity that went into building 
these walls is wonderful. These walls have withstood the ravages of 
time, wind and water and, with our help, of the boxthorn. It would 
be wonderful if the entire island could be rid of this noxious weed 
in order that the fl ora and fauna can fl ourish.

Eradication of the prickly African Boxthorn on Goose Island in Bass Strait is helping to restore 
native vegetation as well as uncover more evidence of the way of life of the nineteenth-
century lighthouse keepers. As Hobart volunteer Ruth Haynes recently discovered, now, as in 
the early days, a simple stay on the island is not necessarily a predictable one. Ruth’s account 
of three weeks in late Autumn 2015 follows:
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TAS MARITIME RADIO

Covering Tasmania

In 1975 Barry McCann and the late Les Collis saw a need for 
an economic means of communication between pleasure 
boats and a shore station. After much planning, Margate 
Base came on the air in 1976 covering roughly the area of the 
Derwent Estuary, Storm Bay and Channel using a little 3.5 
watt transceiver located at Len Bonitcha’s home at Margate.

Some ten years later, as 
Tasmar Radio, a new remote 
station was established at 
Snug Tiers which, using 
27megs, VHF and HF, 
covered most of Southeast 
Tasmania.

During the next few years, 
in conjunction with MAST, 
a remote base was installed 
on Maria Island and a 
repeater on Maatsuyker 
Island, which increased 
Tasmar Radio’s range from 
St Helens Island in the 
northeast to Low Rocky 
Point on the southwest 
coast. When VIH Hobart 
Radio closed in 1992, Tasmar 
Radio was given sole use of 
their HF receiving station on 
North Bruny Island. This was 
converted to a transceiving 
station and is one of the best in the country.

In 2002, following the closure of Telstra Maritime, Tasmar 
Radio was invited to become part of the new national 
HF coastal radio network and the name was changed to 
Coast Radio Hobart (CRH). This commitment involved the 
installation of three new high power HF transceivers at Snug 
Tiers and Bruny Island. This service covers vessels all around 
Tasmania, across to New Zealand and into the Pacifi c Islands. 
Coast Radio Hobart’s equipment is monitored by TasPorts 
Security during night-time hours, thus ensuring full 24-hour 
coverage.

It was around this time that Brian Muir joined Barry and Stu 
Braunholz as a director of the not-for-profi t company, TSMRG 
Pty Ltd, formed to operate CRH. During the next ten years, 
a new VHF base station was established on Mt Mangana on 
South Bruny and MAST fi nanced the installation of another 

two bases at Falmouth and Flinders Island. In 2011, CRH 
established Australia’s fi rst fully automatic 24-hour VHF 
weather station broadcasting local waters forecasts for 
Southeast Tasmania 24 hours a day, on the hour and half 
hour. In 2014, Icom Australia off ered CRH some new VHF 
base equipment and with the co-operation of TasNetworks, 

MAST, Telstra and Parks and 
Wildlife two new bases were 
established on the west 
coast at Mt Read and Elliott 
Range. This meant most of 
Tasmania was covered on 
VHF and so, from July 2014, 
the new name Tas Maritime 
Radio (TMR) was chosen to 
more suitably describe the 
greater coverage area.

In early 2015 a radio link 
was installed between Mt 
Read and Three Hummock 
Island which enables TMR 
to access and control Mary 
Kay’s Smithton Radio when 
she needs a break or some 
time off .

In October 2015, with a 
reduction of Tamar Sea 
Rescue’s operating hours 
following the passing 

of long time operator Bryn Warwick, TMR, with the co-
operation of TasNetworks established a new base on a 
mountain top south of Beaconsfi eld thus completing a long 
held dream of 24-hour statewide safety coverage on VHF.

In December MAST will install a new base on Maatsuyker 
Island to replace the repeater TMR currently uses. Next year, 
TMR is planning to build a new spacious radio room at the 
main operating centre on the Queens Domain. This new 
facility will make life much more comfortable for the 25 or 
more voluntary operators and technicians who keep TMR 
on the air.

From very humble beginnings in 1975, Tas Maritime Radio 
now operates the most comprehensive and sophisticated 
maritime radio network in Australia.

by Barry McCann

Sentinel in the straits
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book reviews
by Clio

This book is available at 

Rolph’s Nautical Gift and 

Book Shop at the Museum.

LIVING WITH JEZEBEL: 

A LIFE ON TASMANIAN AND 

BASS STRAIT LIGHTSTATIONS 

by Marlene Levings (2015)

Forty South Publishing, Hobart

MARINE SURVEYING 

FOR NEW MOTOR YACHTS 

by Captain Mark Souter (2014) 

— Member of the International 

Institute of Marine Surveying 

Marlene on duty, Tasman Island, 1968.

The author of Living with Jezebel tells of a unique lifestyle at the 
manned lightstations of Bass Strait and Tasmania now lost to the 
modern world. Marlene Levings’ story provides a historical insight 
into the remote lighthouses that once dominated lightkeepers’ 
family life.

In December 1967, just a few weeks after their wedding, Allen and 
Marlene Levings boarded the lighthouse supply vessel MV Cape 
Pillar for Tasman Island. As they reached the island the enthusiasm 
of the fi rst posting with her dearly loved lightkeeper husband was 
tempered by the sight of the landing. ‘Horrifi ed, I gazed at the 
landing 90 feet above the sea … I felt an overpowering need to go 
home. Until I remembered: I was home. Or soon would be.’

On seeing Tasman Island’s rough Number Three Quarters that 
they were to occupy Marlene’s reaction was equally disturbing. 
However, it was the start of a new and exciting life full of adventure 
where the wives at lightstations all helped with the duties of a 
lightkeeper. Christening the lighthouse Jezebel, Marlene never 

Practical solutions during concept, design, construction and 
delivery for new motor yachts. 
Part One: Marine Surveying for the Buyer. 
Part Two: Marine Surveying during construction. 
Part Three: Crew Awareness 

This is an interesting book and approaches the marine surveying 
subject from a new angle. Marine surveyors are generally 
surveying used or second-hand craft. But it is my opinion that the 
book would be of great assistance to a client intending to instruct 
on the construction of a new vessel, in the main giving clear 
guidelines about how to legally protect his/her investment. There 
is information on the responsibilities of all parties with details on 

forgot that the Jezebel in her husband’s life always came fi rst.

From 1967 until 1989 the couple served on six lightstations 
tending nine lighthouses, bringing up their family and enjoying 
a lifestyle unknown today. In 1968 Allen was promoted to head 
keeper at Maatsuyker Island a place notorious for its wind, rain 
and mountainous seas. They stayed until 1971, leaving Maatsuyker 
with two young children for their fi rst land-accessible posting, the 
Cape Bruny Lightstation – then followed Eddystone Point, Wilsons 
Promontory and fi nally King Island. 

On King Island the keepers’ duties involved looking after lights at 
Currie Harbour, Cape Wickham, Stokes Point and Cumberland. It 
was here that Marlene found herself enjoying a social network for 
the fi rst time. But it wasn’t to be the only change in her life for, sadly, 
Allen was badly injured in a workplace accident that prevented 
him from working. Subsequently Marlene was appointed head 
keeper and continued until she completed the de-manning of the 
island’s lights in 1989.

As for lighthouse automation, she writes, ‘We cannot forget Jezebel 
– she ruled our lives shamelessly and now has no men to rule … It 
is the end of an era but also the end of a way of life, a romance that 
surrounded lighthouses, creating stories of adventure, mystery 
and love.’ 

The absorbing narrative is illustrated by Allen Levings’ artwork 
and photographs. A chapter covers each lightstation, beginning 
with a description of the light’s location and characteristics and 
continuing with the stories of the family’s life of adventure and 
endurance.

In 1989 Allen and Marlene retired to Tasmania’s east coast where 
Marlene still lives today.

check lists and contracts which should make any process more 
controllable as everyone will understand what is expected of them. 

This book would be extremely useful in the training of potential 
surveyors as the book covers virtually all issues which the surveyor 
is likely to become involved in. There is a lot of useful information on 
how the industry operates. It also gives guidance on organisational 
requirements  and how to work within a team. All useful stuff  if you 
are just starting out in the marine surveying game. 

There have been many books written on marine surveying, but this 
is diff erent and would be an asset in any marine surveyor’s library.  

 —John Kilhams IIMS

This book is available online: 

www.marinesurveyingnewmotoryachts.com

Discount for Maritime Times of Tasmania readers. 
Contact Captain Mark Souter at: 

captsouteryachtsurveyor@yahoo.co.uk
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notes from the curator
A Crowded Week

November has brought huge changes to the Museum with 
the installation of a lift fi nally happening. With little advance 
notice, we were asked to clear much more of the main 
gallery than we had expected which meant reorganising 
our Cambridge store to make space. Shelves were altered 
and a fork lift brought in to move pallets of books, the John 
Garrow Light, a dinghy and a 14m rowing shell. 

When I arrived at Cambridge on Monday morning volunteer 
stalwart, John Wedd, had already opened the roller doors 
and prepared the pallet lifter—but he was obviously unwell. 
Although sure he would be better soon, John did not 
improve and agreed to be taken to the doctor up the road. 
An ambulance was ordered, a heart attack diagnosed, and a 
stent inserted at the Royal. We are all extremely relieved that 
John is now well on the way to a good recovery. 

That evening I attended a reception for the Dutch 
Ambassador, Annemieke Ruigrok. She and her Canberra 
staff  are keen for the Maritime Museum to help celebrate 
the 400th anniversary of Dirk Hartog‘s landing in Western 
Australia (October 2016), and the 375th anniversary of 
Tasman’s discovery of Van Diemen’s Land (2017). We have 
pencilled in a talk relating to Dutch exploration for next 
October, will display our Hartog Plate replica, and will also 
contribute to the next Wooden Boat Festival, which will 
have a Dutch theme. The Ambassador was also interested to 
hear of a Dutch-Tasmanian connection recently discovered 
by Museum volunteer, Michael Stoddart. He has been 
researching Tasmanian crew members on Norwegian 
whaling ships in the 1920s. Dutch artist, Willem van Does, 
joined one of these voyages and some of his paintings of 
the trip are now in the Amsterdam Maritime Museum. 

As well as Remembrance Day, Wednesday was D-Day for our 
bid to purchase a journal containing 52 lovely watercolours 
created by a passenger on the fi rst voyage of the locally-built 
Harpley from Hobart to London. Harpley was the second-
largest vessel built in Tasmania when it was launched on 
the Tamar in 1847 as a migrant vessel. It had a fascinating 
history and we had a wonderful benefactor willing to off er 
considerably more for the diary than the £500 to £800 
price range suggested by auctioneers in England. I camped 
on cushions on my home offi  ce fl oor with computer and 
phone handy to fi nd out as soon as the result was known—
after midnight our time. Unfortunately ‘Sorry’ was the 
message from our bidder in England (a good friend of our 
benefactor). The journal went for £12,500 pounds, so we 
were never in the game! The auctioneer and her staff  have 
been very helpful throughout and have told the purchaser’s 
agent of our keen interest. 

So who knows, perhaps a loan might be considered in the future?! 

Thursday was another huge day of deconstruction, 
reorganisation and removal. TMAG picked up whale 
tools and a model which have been on loan since 2000, a 
wonderful band of staff  and volunteers deconstructed the 
northern end of the main gallery and a team from U-Help 
moved heavy items to Cambridge and to the Carnegie 
Gallery. The whaling plinth which had to be moved 2.4m 
into the gallery caused a great deal of angst and a lot of 
crawling in a very confi ned space by Mark, Mykel and John. 
It was obviously installed with no thought of ever being 
moved. The entire northern end of the gallery had to be 
reconfi gured and made visitor friendly so that we could 
reopen to the public the next day—a mighty eff ort, so 
thanks to everyone who helped! 

Meanwhile Anne, who has done a magnifi cent job clearing 
and organising the upstairs storage areas, was moving the 
most vulnerable art works and covering all other boxes and 
shelves with plastic. We hope this will provide adequate 
protection during construction, particularly when the 
builders push a hole between the Gallery and our work/
storage area. 

We are all looking forward to April when the lift will be 
installed and we can open our new Gallery, so we were 
thrilled to hear that our application for an Arts Tasmania 
grant has been successful. This will allow us to conserve our 
new collection of Haughton Forrest paintings which will be 
a major drawcard in our fi rst Carnegie Gallery exhibition. 

Eaglehawk Neck by Haughton Forrest

Moving the Goose Island light

by Rona Hollingsworth
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by John Wadsley

high and dry 

knot so hard
A series by Frank Charles Brown

Greetings once again. Well I certainly can’t say my time at the 
Maritime Museum has been dull and boring, after moving a 
100-year-old rowing shell, deconstructing and reconstructing 
museum displays and becoming a ‘real’ truck driver, helping to 
shift objects from Hobart to Cambridge, as well as all the normal 
research, organisation of monthly talks and helping out with 
seminars, etc, etc.

One aspect of my work that I love is getting out and about to talk to 
others who inhabit the maritime heritage space around Tasmania. 
Recently I journeyed to Triabunna and Swansea to catch up with 
two local groups that have created some outstanding maritime 
displays and have big plans for the future.

The East Coast Heritage Museum is located in the heart of 
Swansea. At fi rst glance it is like many local history museums 
with interesting displays that provide an insight into the historic 
origins of their ‘patch’, but then you start to see the depth in many 
of the displays and the passion that the staff  and volunteers have 
for their work. Maureen Martin-Ferris, the curator, showed me 
around the museum, particularly the ‘back rooms’ where much of 
the conservation, storage and archiving and ongoing research is 
done. They have a fantastic facility, much of it developed in recent 
years through grants. It is a real credit to Maureen’s team to see 
how much they have achieved, and I understand they have a close 
relationship with the local history society. This association is paying 
dividends in terms of sharing resources and ensuring the valuable 
heritage of the East Coast is being properly conserved. It is also 
wonderful to see the Glamorgan-Spring Bay Council continuing to 

No. 37 Gnat Hitch

This knot is featured on www.notableknotindex.com and is 
reported to be jam resistant unless tied around very small 
diameter objects.

support the museum, as it is a real asset to Swansea and tourism 
on the East Coast.

Down the road I caught up with Dale Pearce and Sue Nettlefold at 
the Spring Bay Maritime Museum and Discovery Centre which also 
incorporates Sue’s Art Studio & Gallery. Sue teaches local artists 
in the Triabunna/Orford area and her classes have become very 
popular. This combination of activities is just part of the Maritime 
Museum’s plan to become a vibrant cultural hub for the local area. 
The museum is located right on the Esplanade near the Maria 
Island Ferry and Visitor Centre. It has some great buildings, just 
right for a variety of activities including boat restoration, displays 
and even fi tting in a men’s shed! But one of their most interesting 
innovations is the Spring Bay Heritage Project, where locals are 
being invited to bring in a treasured object, have it photographed, 
and then tell its story, especially why it is important to them. An 
exhibition is to be mounted with the photographs of these objects. 
They hope to create better links to local history, while also using 
the expertise of the art studio to tell the stories. 

Can’t wait to see the results!

Salamanda – a Swan Bay skiff at 
Triabunna

The busy men’s shed   Photos: John Wadsley

1  Make a turn. 3  Take the Working End 

around the back of the 

Standing Part and through 

the knot.

4  Draw up the knot and 

tighten around the piece.

2  Pass the Working End 

through and form a 

Thumb Knot.
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from the galley
Toying with a bowl of 

Moules marinières the 

other day, I found myself 

musing on the origins 

of this popular French 

dish. HH Scott, the fi rst, 

and a long serving, cura-

tor of the Queen Victoria 

Museum and Art Gallery 

wrote in 1934 that mus-

sels were ‘not eaten to 

any extent in Tasmania’, 

but they seem pretty 

popular today. Scott 

identifi ed Esnandes, just north of La Rochelle on France’s west 

coast, as the origin of the modern mussel industry. Here hur-

dles, to which the mussels attached themselves, were erected 

on the mudfl ats. Scott attributed the invention of these hurdles, 

to an Irishman named Walton, who was shipwrecked as long 

ago as 1235. According to Scott, Walton was evidently an inven-

tive fellow. A number of sheep had been shipwrecked with him 

and he proceeded to cross these with the local sheep, produc-

ing a ‘fi ne race, still held in high estimation’ and known as Marsh 

Sheep.  

The mussel harvest was a by-product as Walton had actually 

invented a purse net, or allouret, that was attached to the hur-

dles to catch fl ocks of surface skimming shorebirds at dawn 

and dusk. The mussels, in open sea and held clear of the mud 

through attaching themselves to the hurdles, proved of much 

higher quality, and were soon being harvested and traded. Wal-

ton developed his farming techniques, driving poles  into the 

mud for the sole purpose of harvesting mussels and eventu-

ally developing an artifi cial mussel bed, or bouchot, essentially 

poles driven into the mud at 45° about the level of the lowest 

tide, forming a V-shaped frame to which hurdles were attached. 

Walton also, apparently, invented a boat to enable harvesting, a 

shallow-drafted skiff propelled by one leg over the side push-

ing through the mud! Scott claimed such boats were still in use 

in France at the time he wrote and that, in the 1930s, the indus-

try was worth £500,000 to the Bay of Aiguillon area alone, at a 

wholesale rate of 150 kilos for 5 francs.

I paid rather more than 5 francs for my bowlful, but they were 

delicious! 

Scott’s article can be found on page 10 of the Examiner, Tues-

day 25 December 1934.  (You can access it on-line through the 

National Library of Australia’s Trove website.) 

Our recipe comes courtesy of Spring Bay Seafoods, Triabunna.

SPRING BAY MUSSELS

WITH WHITE WINE & CREAM 

(Moules marinières)

INGREDIENTS

• 1kg packet Spring Bay Mussels
• 15g unsalted butter
• 2 (30g) purple eschallots or ½ a red onion, 

very fi nely diced
• 1 small clove garlic, fi nely chopped
• freshly ground black pepper
• a sprig of thyme
• a bay leaf
• 100ml white wine
• 150ml thickened or whipping cream
• ¼ cup rough chopped continental parsley

Serves 2 as a main, or 3–4 as a starter.

METHOD

1. Heat a large heavy based pot with a tight fi tting lid 
over a low heat.

2. Add the butter, when it's melted add the eschallots, 
garlic and some freshly ground black pepper. Cook for 
2-3 minutes or until the eschallots are clear and soft.

3. Increase heat to high, add the thyme, bay leaf, cream 
and wine and cook for 3-4 minutes or until the liquid 
has reduced by 1/3 in volume.

4. Open the packet of mussels and pour into a colander, 
give them a light rinse.

5. Pour the mussels into the boiling wine mixture, give 
them a stir and then quickly put on the lid. Cook for 3 
minutes or until the mussels open. Sprinkle over the 
parsley and serve with the cooking liquid, some crusty 
bread and salad.

Note: The mussels will open as they cook. If there are any 
unopened mussels, remove open mussels from the pot with a 
slotted spoon and place in a serving bowl. Replace the lid and 
cook the rest for 1 minute longer. Unopened mussels can be 
prized opened with a paring knife and eaten. 

Traditionally accompanied by a crisp white wine, but, perhaps 
Guinness could be tried in honour of Mr Walton!
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Tasmania’s Sole Jayco Distributor 

Tasmanian owned and operated for over 50 years. We sell, service and repair the 

full range of Jayco Camper Trailers, Pop Tops, Caravans and Motorhomes. 

Come in and see the new 2014 range and get a great deal on a new Jayco today. 

Huge range of pre-owned Campers, Pop Tops, Caravans & Motorhome ready now 

to take you on that next adventure! 

Cnr Amy Street  & Main Road Moonah  

P: 62 322 344     F: 62 734 733   

 W. www.kingcaravans.com.au   E: info@kingcaravans.com.au 

The Lady Nelson
sailing most weekends

& public holidays
(1½ hour duration)

$30 adults | $10 children

Phone 03 6234 3348

www.ladynelson.org.au

 
EDITING 

& 
PROOFREADING 

 
Books, Memoirs, Articles, 

Theses, Essays, etc.  
 

Academic and general work, 
text and image editing. 

 
Absolute confidentiality, 

friendly professional advice. 

fineline studios 

info@finelinestudios.com.au 

Contact us for a full list of 
prices and availability in 

our next issue. 

Details inside front cover.

WANT TO 

ADVERTISE HERE?



A selection of the gifts available in Rolph’s Nautical Gift & Book Shop at the Maritime Museum.

Call in and see the full range of clocks, barometers, mugs, globes, teatowels, ship’s models, etc.

10% DISCOUNT for MMT members (+ postage & handling)   shop@maritimetas.org  Photos: MMT Collection

Rolph’s Nautical Gift
OPEN 7 DAYS 9am-5pm. Call in to browse

& Book Shop

Crowds at the Hobart Summer Regatta ca 1910    Photo: Chandler Collection at MMT


