
Our maritime history & present day news.     No. 51 Winter (June) 2015.   $2.50 where sold.

Photo: MMT Collection   SS Rosny  on the Derwent

Read more about SS Rosny’s lifeboat on page 9.
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The later part of May was spent in preparation for the installa-
tion of the long-awaited lift. The 12-person lift will cover all three 
floors of the Carnegie Building. After the final stages of the pro-
cess were completed, approval was granted by the Hobart City 
Council during the last week of the month. The next stage is for 
the installation work to go out for tender. Access by the public 
to the whole Museum will hopefully be achievable at the start 
of next year. In the meantime, considerable work has to be done 
by Museum staff to clear space for the lift shaft just inside the 
ground floor gallery entrance and at the administration level. 
Rearrangement of exhibits, and shifting all compactors and plan 
drawers, are just part of the activity. Store 4 is being rearranged 
and objects are already being transported to our Cambridge 
Store. The Display Working Group, led by Colin Denny, has a 
large and responsible task ahead to meet deadlines. So it will 
be a busy, active—and eventually rewarding—time at 16 Argyle 
Street. Shortly we will be signing a lease for ten years, with the 
option of a further ten years, giving us access to the whole build-
ing, minus one store.

It’s an important stage in the Museum’s development, giving 
us much to look forward to. The expansion into the Carnegie 
Gallery will give us more flexibility in our engagement with the 
public, and will broaden our opportunities. These include not 
only display of objects but interpretation, interactive models, 
educational activities and benefits, seminar space, etc. Hence 
the challenge is to design an area that will be very flexible.

Our contribution to expenses for the installation of the lift will 
weaken our budget considerably. A funding proposal, approved 
by the General Committee, will be announced shortly to com-
pensate for this situation. We have been in negotiations for this 
additional space for over three years, and we need to make sure 
we utilise it most effectively to attract visitors to the Museum.

The Maritime Museum’s outreach programmes are in a healthy 
state but still have room for expansion. John Wadsley, relief Mari-
time Heritage Coordinator, has revitalised the Maritime Heritage 
Organisation of Tasmania and many of us recently enjoyed a 
successful one-day conference at the Queen Victoria Museum 
in Launceston. It is so important for like-minded groups to share 
ideas and give support to others. This is especially so in a State 
such as ours, where maritime heritage is of great significance. To 
display and explain our heritage benefits our visitors and helps 
Tasmanians to appreciate their identity. We have a duty to pre-
serve this heritage and to make sure this is understood by the 
public and by authorised bodies. 

It is astounding the amount of artefacts kindly donated by many 
sources. However the size of some is a challenge for us. Inter-
ested groups in Tasmania have restored some of these large ob-
jects but unfortunately, in recent years, some have left the State. 
To give support to the many restoration groups the Association 
of Heritage Boat Organisations was formed two years ago at a 
meeting at the Maritime Museum. This body has now formed 
an Australian Maritime Heritage Advocacy Group, a potential 
reference group to discuss national and state protection with 
government authorities. These groups, administered and regis-
tered at the Maritime Museum, although in their infancy, have 
received a lot of support from mainland interests.  

When I’m sailing on the Derwent River, I look at ships visiting 
our port with a professional interest. One thing that irks me is 
the lack of flag etiquette on most of these ships. However, I can 
fathom reasons for this, ranging from reduced crews onboard, 
to the fact that, with modern communications, the use of flags 
is considered insignificant or unnecessary nowadays. Ships and 
many offshore yachts use AIS (Automatic Identification System). 
This gives all the vessel’s information, location and track. The 
practice of dipping your ensign to a naval vessel and getting a 
response seems to have been dispensed with, unless it is a spe-
cial occasion. The only ships that do, in the main, observe the 
custom are some of the visiting cruise liners. From the Museum’s 
perspective, it is important to record details of the traditional 
etiquette—one example of a number of considerations to be 
made in the daily life of our Museum.

plus news and regular features

Individual $30

Family $40

Concessions: $20

Interstate $20

Membership Fees
Categories of membership and annual fees 
effective each year 1 July to 30 June (including 
GST)

Overseas $20

Quarterdeck $25 plus $275 donation

Perennial $1000

Once only, or 4 years Quarterdeck membership.
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letters to the editorfrom the brig

Perce Coverdale was a hero to all of us little kids growing up 
around the waterfront in the 1940s, so it was great to see, 
and read, Noel Barrett’s piece in the 50th issue of Maritime 
Times.

In the list of boats attributed to Perce, Noel mentions the 
Launceston schooner Wanderer. In fact, Wanderer was not 
one of Perce’s boats but she did become a significant part 
of Tasmanian boating history, not least for the fact that, as 
a Tasmanian entry, she started in nine consecutive Sydney–
Hobart races, something that no other Tasmanian boat has 
done.

Wanderer was built in 1928 by W Holmes & Son, McMahon’s 
Point, Sydney for Norman Wallis, of Sydney, designed by 
the very well known AC Barber. In 1939 Wallis sold the 
boat to Launceston, new owners being either the Massey 
brothers, or else Eric Massey on his own. As a child, I always 
remembered her belonging to the Massey brothers but she 
was always entered in Sydney–Hobarts under E Massey.

Sadly, her performance in nine consecutive races can only 
be	 described	 as	 ‘underwhelming’.	 In	 1947	 she	 retired,	 as	

In a State comprised of a large number of islands, ferries are 
an integral part of our maritime heritage. From sizeable ro-ro 
ferries that form the economic lifeline from the islands to the 
mainland down to simple dinghies that bush walkers use to 
cross Bathurst Harbour, Tasmania’s ferries come in all shapes 
and sizes. In this issue we scratch the surface of the topic, the 
list of ferries and ferry services we could’ve included would be 
long enough to provide material for numerous editions of The
Maritime Times.

As workhorses ferries often lack the glamour or romance 
that is attached to racing yachts or liners, and their constant 
background presence probably means that they don’t 
feature in the enthusiasts’ photograph collections as much 
as they could. The association of the ferry journey with 
the daily trudge to work, or as a small part of a longer, 
more exciting journey, probably meant that we took their 
presence for granted, only forming a romantic attachment 
once we notice that they’re no longer there. I remember 
the first time that I travelled from England to France via 
the Channel Tunnel instead of the Folkestone–Dieppe ferry 
feeling vaguely disoriented and uncomfortable once in 
France. How could I have left England when I hadn’t seen 
the sea?

The role of the ferry has changed over the years. Originally 
watermen plying for hire, or the ferries or punts that provided 
river crossings before bridges were constructed.  Today 
the services from Sullivans Cove to MONA at Berriedale, 
or Peppermint Bay at Woodbridge, offer limited benefit to 
the general community (I have used the Peppermint Bay 
service for a one way trip to Woodbridge) but certainly 
without them Sullivans Cove would be a considerably less 
interesting place. As Tasmania looks to grow tourism so 
ferries become as much a part of the tourist experience of 
the	islands,	such	as	the	‘Fat	Man’	across	the	Pieman	River	at	
Corinna, Maria Island National Park, or tourists joining the 

While many of us at Incat read with interest the article by 
Noel Barrett on the life of Perce Coverdale, we would like to 
add that Perce Coverdale’s memory lives on at Incat today. 
In recognition of the work of Hobart’s early ship and boat 
builders the building halls at Incat Tasmania have been 
named accordingly.

The main construction hall is aptly named Coverdales, with 
the smaller original building hall named Inches after Robert 
Inches, and the newest, largest area bears the name Wilsons. 
Other areas of the shipyard are named in honour of Peter 
Degraves, John Ross and John McGregor.

 
Yours sincerely

Robert Clifford AO
Chairman Incat Tasmania Pty Ltd.,

Derwent Park, Tasmania
 Images supplied by Incat Tasmania

Hobart Waterfront  c1908                            Photo: MMT Collection

Wanderer

queues of locals heading across the Channel to Bruny, as 
they are vital lifelines for local communities.

The main ferry activity on the Derwent today is the 
construction of world-leading ferries for interstate or 
overseas destinations, with both Richardson Devine 
and INCAT building modern craft designed for modern 
demands. INCAT are currently building two ferries for 
service in London on the River Thames and are shortly to 
begin construction of four ferries for an operator on Sydney 
Harbour. In both cases the ferry operators target a mixture 
of regular commuter traffic and tourists, offering alternative 
platforms for viewing iconic cities as well as providing a 
traditional ferry service for locals.

In our next issue we will focus on Lighthouses, as 2015 is the 
centenary of the Commonwealth Lighthouse Service. 

she did again in 1948 and again in 1949. I remember we 
miserable little kids cheering for a hat trick of wins in the 
Sydney Launceston race! In 1950, she got to Hobart finishing 
12th overall out of 14 finishers, 16 starters. In 1951, 11th 
out of 12 finishers, 14 starters. 1952, 14th out of 17, 1953, 
19th out of 20, 24 starters and in 1954 she was 15th out of 
15, 17 starters. In 1955 she went again but notched up her 
fourth Sydney Launceston win. Sometime in, or after, 1956 
Wanderer returned to Sydney and in 1968 was issued with 
a Certificate of Registry (1968, Sydney, which replaced a 
previous certificate, 1948, in Launceston).

It seems the owner detailed on the new certificate, William 
Allen McLaren, took the boat across the Pacific as it was up 
for sale at the St Francis Yacht Club, on San Francisco Bay 
in 1970. She was bought by Brad and Bette Heising who 
undertook a three year restoration before heading off on a 
projected 12 month cruise of the Pacific. The Heising’s got as 
far as New Zealand and apparently spent some considerable 
time there before travelling back to California. They would 
have arrived back in California in late 1974 or in 1975.

In May 1979 I was in Ketchikan, Alaska, and came across 
Wanderer	at	the	Ketchikan	Yacht	Club,	now	owned	by	WE	‘Ed’	
Fisher, who was Operations Manager of the Ward Cove pulp 
mill, which was just outside Ketchikan. I know nothing of 
Wanderer since 1979, I don’t even know if it still exists. I have 
emailed the Ketchikan Yacht Club, but, as yet, got nothing 
back. I wonder, can any reader add to the Wanderer story?

All best wishes for the next 50 issues of the Maritime Times, 
and for countless issues after that. 

Yours faithfully,
John Solomon.

Member, Maritime Museum of Tasmania

Send us your stories
We welcome your recollections of maritime 

adventures. 

Lighthouses 
The September 2015 issue of Maritime Times 

of Tasmania will feature lighthouses. If you 
have any stories, e.g. memories of visiting, 
working at, or being saved by lighthouses, 

please send them to our editor.  

Mission to Seafarers
In August, the Hobart Mission to Seafarers 

celebrates its centenary. Many of our 
seafaring members must have memories 

about missions here and overseas. Share the 
memories with our readers.

Send us your stories (with an image, if you have one) by 17 

August for possible inclusion in our September 2015 issue. 

Contributions will be edited and published subject to available 

space.

Email to admin@maritimetas.org 

Post a copy to The Editor, Maritime Museum of Tasmania,  

16 Argyle Street, Hobart, TAS 7000 

Or 

Hand deliver a copy to the front desk of the Maritime Museum. 
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but Ewan W Alison made the crossing and tied up at Bellerive 
on 10 December. After a complete overhaul she motored to 
Barnes Bay on 27 March 27 1961 for a welcoming ceremony. 
Mangana, as it was renamed (after the last chief of the Bruny 
Island tribe), was 10 minutes faster on the crossing, and carried 
40 cars, twice as many as Melba. Mangana	had	‘direct	reversing’	
engines which had to be turned off before they could be 
put astern to bring the vessel to a standstill. Perhaps it was a 
mistiming of this process that caused it to hit the Barnes Bay 
jetty on only its second day on the job… 

Melba was supposed to retire, but the loss of the Alex Alison 
meant that it was kept as a back-up ferry for another 17 years, 
including invaluable trans-Derwent service after the Tasman 
Bridge collapse in 1975. During this period the Transport 
Commission purchased Man On from Hong Kong, renaming 
it Harry O’May. In 1978, with the bridge restored, Harry O’May 
was put on the Bruny run. They could only use the lower 
deck,holding 24 vehicles, at first, so Mangana continued to run 
also. A new ferry terminal at Roberts Point on Bruny Island in 
June 1983 cut the distance to one-third of the Barnes Bay run 
and the crossing time to 14 minutes.The completion of a new 
terminal at Kettering in 1993 allowed both decks of Harry to be 
used, lifting its capacity to 48; Mangana was no longer required 
for regular service and became the back-up. On 21 May 1988 
a small car drove onto Harry O’May at Roberts Point and shot 
straight off the other end! Fortunately the two women in the 

CONNECTING BRUNY ISLAND
The D’Entrecasteaux Channel Ferries

by David Tulip 

CONNECTING BRUNY ISLAND
the D’Entrecasteaux Channel Ferries

Although only 2.4 km wide at its narrowest, the D’Entrecasteaux Channel has always been a formidable 
obstacle to people, goods and especially vehicles wishing to cross to Bruny Island. Not a bad thing, I’m sure 
many of the island’s residents, who value their serenity, would say! However, cross the Channel they must, 

and a number of vessels have served them, and an increasing number of visitors, well over the years.

Mangana approaching Roberts Point   Image: Channel Heritage Centre Collection.

Early Days 
Trading barges and steamers from Hobart called in at Bruny 
jetties on their way to and from Channel and Huon ports but 
there was no real cross-Channel ferry until the 1930’s. The 20 
metre ML Taruna was built in Queensland about 1910 and 
from 1923 sailed from Hobart to Lindisfarne. Malcolm McKay 
bought it in the 1930’s and began a service from Middleton 
to Simpsons Bay. In March 1938 George Grant took over, 
connecting with his bus services. He also purchased ML 
Gayclite in 1943 as a back-up vessel, but ran it as a second 
service from, initially Snug, then Tinderbox, to Dennes Point.  

Taruna and Gayclite were great for passengers and small items 
of freight, but to get a car or large piece of farm machinery onto 
the island wasn’t easy. It cost £12 to freight a car to Bruny in 1950! 
When the floating bridge across the Derwent in Hobart opened 
in 1943 the residents of the island lobbied unsuccessfully to get 
the now-redundant vehicular ferry Lurgurena. Instead, a 53 foot 
ex-army landing barge was purchased by the Government. 
Beagle could carry six cars, and it was put on the Tinderbox–
Dennes Point run in about 1948. This shortest crossing seemed 
the logical place for the ferry, but a storm during the process of 
building the terminals destroyed the breakwaters and the site 
was abandoned. 

In 1951 the Government purchased Melba, built in 1921 by 
Wilsons at Cygnet. It was converted to carry vehicles at Purdon 
& Featherstone’s Battery Point shipyards. When finished it was 
a double-ended diesel-powered vessel, designed to carry 20 
cars (although on one particularly busy day, the crew managed 
to get 24 cars and a motorcycle on board!). Meanwhile, new 
terminals had been built at Kettering and Barnes Bay, inside 
deep inlets far from storm surges.

Melba’s first crossing on 13 December 1954 was a festive affair. 
On Bruny, schools were closed and most islanders took the day 
off. Ernie and Jack Sward were the first captains, and the charge 
for a small car was 4 shillings. The crossing normally took 40 
minutes, but presumably much longer in 1956 when, while 
waiting 3 weeks for parts to repair one of her engines, Melba 
had to be towed by the steamer Reemere. Reemere, which 
could not carry vehicles, also filled in for two weeks every year 
while Melba was on the slip for its annual survey. Clearly, a 
second car ferry was needed.

The Government purchased two surplus ferries from New 
Zealand in 1960. Alex Alison and Ewan W Alison were built 
in Sydney in 1930. After the war they served on Waitemata 
Harbour from Auckland to Devonport until the bridge was 
completed. Alex Alison was lost while being towed to Hobart, 

ThE	PIEMAn	RIVER	FERRY

car were able to get out, unharmed, before it sank.

On another occasion—date and time not specified— the crew 
were notified that a car carrying stolen goods was on board. To 
give the police time to get to Kettering to meet the miscreants 
the skipper decided that it was high time they had a fire drill, 
stopping the vessel in mid-Channel!

Mirambeena 
The first purpose-built Bruny Island ferry, Mirambeena, was built 
at Launceston Marine Industries. It cost $5.2M and is 52m long, 
carries	74	cars	and	vehicles	up	to	4.2m	high.	Its	Voith-Schneider	
propulsion system makes it extremely manoeuvrable with 
vertical foils instead of conventional propellers. It entered 
service in June 1991.

In 1995 Harry O’May went to Launceston, and back-up was 
provided by the barge Kulanda (and in 2009 Peninsula Princess 
came	over	from	Victoria	during	a	longer	break	for	Mirambeena). 
In	December	2014	MV	Bowen, a converted barge, was added to 
the service to increase capacity over the holiday period by up 
to 50%.

This is a brief history of the Bruny Ferries. The Channel Heritage 
Centre at Margate has much more information, including the 
publications upon which this article is based, and the Bruny 
Island History Room at Alonnah will also have plenty of material.

References: 
Gardam, Julie (2005).The Oyster Coves: a history of the Kettering-Oyster Cove area. J. Gardam, 
Snug, Tasmania. 
Davis, Beverley (Bruny Island Historical Society) (2004) “Ferry 50th Anniversary.” Bruny News 
Supplement.   
Hocking, Joyce, Irene Sward, et al. The History of the Bruny Island Ferries. The Channel Heritage 
Centre, Margate: unpublished folder. 
Bruny Ferries: www.brunyislandferry.com.au 
Channel Heritage Centre: www.channelheritagecentre.org.au 
Bruny Island History: http://www.brunyisland.com/island/history

The Pieman River Ferry, or the Fatman Ferry, is a barge which 
transports people and vehicles across the Pieman River at 
Corinna in north-western Tasmania. It’s the only cable-driven 
vehicular barge in the State.

The late nineteenth-century gold rushes led to the 
development of the township of Corinna, which lies between 
Strachan and Stanley, and at the northern reach of the Huon 
pine forests. The region has a fascinating history and even after 
the boom times, ferrymen have maintained the river-crossing 
service by punt and now by cable-driven barge, for travellers.  
 
The carrying capacity is 6.5 tonnes and the maximum vehicle 
body width is 2.5 metres. The maximum combination wheel 
base is 9 metres. If you’re visiting the Tarkine in the north-
west, and plan to use the ferry crossing, it would be worth 
knowing the specifications of your vehicle before arrival. 
http://corinna.com.au/barge-access-and-times/ 

There are lots of travellers’ stories online about this unique ferry 
service, including YouTube videos.  Also at Corinna is the 53 ft 
(16.15 m) Huon pine cruiser Arcadia II, which was requisitioned 
by the Navy in WW2 and now offers river cruises—but that’s 
another story. 

Melba at Kettering                                                                  Image: Channel Heritage Centre Collection.

Harry O’May at Kettering        Photo MMT Collection

Taruna in Simpsons Bay                                                      Image: Channel Heritage Centre Collection.
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Shipwrights Arms Hotel
(Established 1846)

29 Trumpeter Street, Battery Point
Phone: 03 6223 5551

Situated in the heart of historic Battery Point,
“Shippies” is lined with a unique collection

of Tasmania’s past, both maritime and historical

A traditional old English corner pub,
filled with history, tradition, and pride

including photographs of every ‘Sydney to Hobart’ winner

Adrienne Daly (Licensee)

A TRIM CENTENARIAN
Restoration of SS Rosny’s lifeboat

by Russell Kenery

SS Rosny’s lifeboat with a new lease of life as Trim.                          Photo: Andrew Kopp

This sturdy little craft led a fortunate life, spending its 
first half-century criss-crossing Tasmania’s Derwent 
River and Melbourne’s Hobsons Bay but rarely getting 
wet. As a lifeboat it sat under canvas on the deck of 
the steam ferry SS Rosny, before a troop of Sea Scouts 
launched it into a new career as a training vessel.
Historic workboats are an endangered species, but this Tasmanian 
managed to remain remarkably intact for 100 years. The current 
owners purchased it in 2012 and, as enthusiasts who appreciate 
the heritage and elegance of classic boats, undertook a complete 
overhaul. It has now been christened Trim in honour of Pacific 
navigator Matthew Flinders’ cat of that name, which survived the 
first circumnavigation of Australia and the sinking of Porpoise on 
Wrecks Reef.

The History 
Corroboration of Trim’s origins came when photographs in the 
Maritime Museum of Tasmania’s file on SS Rosny verified the pro-
portions, lines, strakes and distinctive roundels on the bows of its 
two lifeboats. Trim is the only substantial item remaining from the 
ferry, which was an important vessel for the Derwent River and 
the development of Hobart’s suburbs. 
The 110ft Rosny was commissioned by the Rosny Estates & Ferry 
Co Ltd in 1912. It was designed by experienced Sydney-based 
naval architect, Walter Reeks, built at Battery Point in Hobart by 
Frederick & Harry Moore, and was launched on 26 July 1913. It is 
most likely that the lifeboats, located on the fore and aft decks 
above the main cabins, were also built by the Moore brothers in 
traditional Tasmanian utility workboat design to fit the area avail-
able on Reeks’ main drawing of the ferry.  
Utility workboats were the primary means of transportation on 
Tasmanian inshore waters from about 1810, delivering people 
and goods from point to point and ship to shore. The workboat 
operators	were	called	‘watermen’;	they	were	the	taxi	drivers	and	
couriers of their day and in 1850 Hobart there were more than 
two hundred Waterman Licences. Some watermen had larger 
‘picnic’	boats	and	the	last	known	nineteenth-century	waterman’s	
boat is believed to be the beautifully restored eight-oared 28ft 
Admiral built in 1865. 
Trim was built in 1913 just before the advent of compact petrol 
engines, making it a classic from the twilight years of rowing and 

sailing workboats. Its construction is clinker-build in Huon pine 
with gunwales nearly straight from bow to stern. The proportion 
of 2.7 beams to length gives seaworthiness, good carrying power 
and fair speed. The hull has a flat shallow draft for pulling up on 
shore. Three thwarts can accommodate four oarsmen and the 
double-ender design makes it a very maneuverable rowing boat. 
Trim was later adapted for sail under a sliding Gunter rig with a 
centre dagger-board and stem-mounted headsail. 
SS Rosny worked the Derwent River from 1913 to 1919, then saw 
service	on	Port	Phillip,	Victoria,	until	1931,	before	returning	to	
Hobart for the Bellerive run until 1963. It is difficult to know what 
use, if any, Trim had in this time. The lifeboats would have been 
periodically removed for maintenance, but whether they were 
ever used extensively in the water is unknown. Rosny was retired 
and sold to Tamar Cruises Pty Ltd in 1963 and, after that company 
went into liquidation in 1964, was laid up on the Tamar River. In 
1968 Rosny sank on its mooring. Among the few items salvaged 
and sold at auction was this lifeboat, bought by the 18th Laun-
ceston Sea Scouts (now 1st Tamar Sea Scout Group). They used it 
for training and seamanship competitions until 1987 when it was 
sold to Mr Rod Clarke of Launceston. Eleven years later it was sold 
for a second stint with the Scouts, this time with 1st Trevallyn Sea 
Scout Group.   
In 2005 Sunrise Picture Company bought the vessel for use in a 
tele-documentary Darwin Harbour which included the remark-
able 1865 voyage of the lifeboat Forlorn Hope. In 2012 it was sold 
to the current owners. 
The Restoration
Trim was scraped down to bare timber and sanded, particularly 
its bottom which had been daubed with tar. Despite their age, 
the Huon pine strakes and ribs were found to be sound. Being 3% 
oil, Huon pine resists rot and marine borers and in Tasmania was 
traditionally the timber of choice for small boat building, where 
strength can be traded for lightness. 
The join fixings of some previously-repaired Huon pine strakes 
were re-nailed deeper to enable heavier sanding for better fairing. 
All the filler and caulking cotton in the hull was stripped out. Blue 
Gum had been used for building the keel and stems and a section 
of rot was found in the shoulder of the bow stem. New timber 
was inserted to restore the stem to its original sound condition. 
Although no strakes needed replacing, marine epoxy (West 
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aislandferry.com.au or phone 0419 746 668 for ferry bookings 
The return ferry service to Maria Island is free of charge to ev-
eryone during the winter period (June to August). The Govern-
ment has recognized the importance of a regular and reliable 
ferry service to the island, and its support has enabled the con-
tinuation of the winter runs. So take advantage of those won-
derful winter days and enjoy a great trip on the Maria Island 
Ferry.

System) was used to fill various dents, cracks, nail holes and screw 
heads. Rebates around the stems and along the keel were caulked 
with new cotton and a polyurethane bonding sealant (3M Marine 
Adhesive Sealant 5200). The same flexible bonding sealant was 
also used along all the lapstrakes from gunwale to keel. This helps 
to	avoid	straining	the	frames	when	the	planking	‘takes	up’	 
in the water.

Recoating the hull started with an epoxy penetrating solution to 
waterproof and seal the timber, then two coats of a primer under-
coat were applied. Two finishing coats of two-pack polyurethane 
were applied for durability and weather resistance. The traditional 
lifeboat	colours	of	a	white	hull	and	‘Cumberland	Stone’	gunwales,	
interior, thwarts and floorboards are accurate to original aesthetics.

The Sailing Rig 
The late-nineteenth century was arguably the period of great-
est progress in workboat rigs. Originally the easily-hoisted and 
lowered spritsail was most common, but by the mid-nineteenth 
century the quadrilateral lugsail was favoured. Improved wind-

100 Burnett St, North Hobart. Ph. 62346219 . Traditional Pub . Good Food . Good Beer

ward performance came with the sliding Gunter rig. The yard was 
peaked almost in line with the masthead, having a higher aspect 
ratio triangular mainsail (although this wasn’t truly understood 
until years later through the design of aircraft wings). Still a 
short-mast rig, it retained the practical convenience of stowing 
the spars and sails in one bundle within the length of the boat. By 
the early 1900s utility workboats, yacht tenders, navy whalers and 
lifeboats such as Trim were using the Gunter system.

Trim’s Dimensions 
LOA:  4.52m (15ft)  Draft:  0.25m (10in) 

Beam:  1.68m (5ft 6in) LWL:  4.37m (14ft 4in)

Weight:  217kg (480 lb) Sail Area:  8.8sq m (95 sq ft)

 
A Happy 100th Birthday 
This lovely old boat received two special presents for its 100th 
birthday. One was a new suit of sails crafted in traditional 18-inch 
panels in keeping with its era. The other was acceptance onto the 
Australian	Register	of	historic	Vessels	(hV000596)	at	the	Austra-
lian National Maritime Museum, which is based on criteria such as 
significance, completeness, integrity, provenance and rarity.

The restoration process.                               Photo: Russell Kenery

A polyurethane bonding sealant was used along the lapstrakes from gunwale to keel.                         

Trim at Flinders, Mornington Peninsula (Vic.)                                              Photo: Andrew Kopp  

THE MARIA ISLAND FERRY

From Triabunna on the east coast, across the Mercury Passage 
to Maria Island, take a 30-minute trip on a 12 metre super-stable 
catamaran. The return service is free of charge June to August.

The Maria Island Ferry was built by Image Boats in Western Aus-
tralia then brought to Hobart for the specific purpose of do-
ing the run to Maria Island, which it has done successfully for 
18 years. It is of aluminium construction and has had two sets 
of motors; the latest pair of Yanmar engines installed last year, 
have increased its horsepower to 840hp, giving it a top speed 
in excess of 25 knots, and a cruising speed of 18–20 knots.

An upper viewing deck was added and the freight carrying ca-
pacity increased with luggage bays in both hulls. The observa-
tion deck and underwater cameras allow you to enjoy sight-
ings of marine life. The passenger-carrying capacity is 50, and 
passengers travel in complete comfort below deck with views 
through the full-length windows, or with 360 degrees surround 
viewing in the invigorating fresh air on deck.

On arrival, you can explore the island, cycling, walking or cruis-
ing. Features include the spectacular Painted Cliffs, layers of 
sandstone stained with iron oxide; the Fossils Cliffs where you 
are sure to find a fossil or two to photograph in the limestone 
cliffs; and the remains of buildings from the nineteenth-centu-
ry convict settlement. Included in the wildlife on Maria Island 
are the Tasmanian pademelon, Bennetts wallaby, Tasmanian 
devils, wombats, bettongs, bandicoots, echidnas, Cape Barren 
Geese, and Little Blue penguins. For birders, there are 120 spe-
cies to be observed on the island.

The Tyreddeme, Aboriginal people of the Oyster Bay area, 
were once inhabitants here, and the remaining shell mid-
dens are part of the island’s rich heritage. For more de-
tails of the history of the island and accommodation 
available, visit the Maria Island Ferry website  http://www.mari-
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Preview the changes.    
Discover the new Spirit of Tasmania  
Separate areas onboard will offer a range of updated 
environments with dining, relaxing and entertainment 
options. There will be a Tasmanian Market Kitchen 
(self-service dining), the Top Deck Bar and Lounge, a 
children’s	play	area,	a	teens	area,	and	‘indoor	areas	with	
an outdoor look and feel’ like a summer terrace bar or 
a beach club lounge. The cabins too have been given a 
makeover.  
A new micro-website has been launched to provide 
information about the refurbishment of the vessels. 
 www.spiritoftasmania.com.au/discover  
Click on the video-link which gives you an amazing 
virtual	tour	of	all	areas.	Also	on	this	site	is	a	‘meet	the	
designer’ page, where you can read an interview with 
architect Richard Nilsson   
http://www.spiritoftasmania.com.au/  
discover/meet-the-designer 
and	‘meet	the	project	manager’	and	read	about	the	 
challenges that arise.  
 
http://www.spiritoftasmania.com.au/  
discover/meet-the-project-manager/ 
Scroll down on this page to the video which shows Spirit 
of Tasmania in dry dock, and gives details of the process. 
It’s a huge task! The trip across Bass Strait takes approxi-
mately 9-11 hours. On days of single sailings (until end 
of August 2015), the voyage takes 11 hours. On days of 
double sailings the voyage takes 9 hours. From 6 Sep-
tember 2015 to 13 April 2016, there will be both day and 
night sailings, but not every day.

http://www.spiritoftasmania.com.au/  
bookings/timetable/  
Take a look at the new Spirit of Tasmania.   
It’s worth investigating.

Big changes are planned for  
Spirit of Tasmania vessels in 2015 
Major refurbishment to provide a more contemporary and 
comfortable’ interior of the two vessels that ferry people and 
vehicles between Devonport and Melbourne has begun.

A Long History In Brief   
As	pointed	out	in	the	book	‘Ferry	to	Tasmania:	a	short	his-
tory’, our island state has been reliant on ferry services 
to the mainland for two centuries (Plowman, 2004). The 
two red Spirit of Tasmania ferries were introduced in 2002 
to replace the original white-hulled Spirit of Tasmania 
which followed a succession of vessels including Taroo-
na (1935), Princess of Tasmania (1959), Empress of Aus-
tralia (1965), and Abel Tasman (1986). If you’ve travelled 
on this service before, take another look. If you’ve not 
travelled on Spirit of Tasmania, this might be the year to 
consider it. The multi-million dollar upgrades are due to 
be finished in August 2015, in preparation for the busier 
months. Much of the work will take place in Devonport, 
Melbourne and Sydney.

Spirit of Tasmania plays an important role in our State’s 
tourism and visitor numbers are increasing. The profes-
sionally–designed refurbishment will encourage more 
people, with or without their cars, to travel by sea.  

SPIRIT OF  TASMANIA
The Bass  Strait Ferry

Images supplied by Spirit of Tasmania management 
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by  Mark Hosking

The Maritime Museum of Tasmania’s extensive collection of photographs includes many images 
of the ferries that plied the Derwent, on short trips across the river linking the city with the 
settlements on the eastern shore, on longer journeys up river to New Norfolk or in the opposite 
direction heading for the D’Entrecasteaux Channel. The collection includes many images taken 
on the regular holiday and weekend excursions offered by the ferry operators, and images of 
ferries as grandstands for crowds at any number of regattas would be familiar to many readers.

     DIARY OF A FERRY MASTER
     Captain Harris on the ferry Lurgurena, 1930

His diary shows how vital ferries were for those who lived and 
worked on the eastern shore. On more than one occasion, 
including	a	Sunday	in	March,	harris	wrote	that	a	‘late	trip’	had	to	
be	run	‘to	clear	the	cars’.	In	February	he	recorded	that	an	extra	
trip	was	run	at	7.20am	to	‘get	the	apricots	over’.	The	comparative	
isolation of the eastern shore, in the days before the bridge, is 
demonstrated by Harris’s entry for Sunday 22 June, when he 
recorded that a special trip was run in the evening to bring a 
sick child across the river. Harris wrote that this cost the child’s 
father 25 shillings on the night, while the mother gave him an 
additional 5 shillings the next day. An additional 3 shillings and 
4 pence was paid by another passenger who’d made use of the 
extra sailing. 

Harris seems to have taken his job very seriously. He remarked of 
one	crewman	that	he	is	‘willing	and	clean’	and	recorded	another	
crewman turning up late one Saturday, having overslept. He 
commented	‘that	 sort	 of	 thing	makes	 it	 very	 bad	 although	 it	
does not happen very often’. He was also clearly proud of his 
work,	remarking	on	a	foggy	day	in	July	that	the	ferry	‘struck	our	
position very nicely each trip’.  Things didn’t always go to plan. 
Harris recorded, without comment, the occasional missed trip 
due to lights failing and the fusing of a motor resulting in the 
need	to	use	handgear,	when	he	‘had	a	job	to	get	it	working’,	to	
raise and lower the ramp. 

More serious mishaps occasionally occurred. On Wednesday 
July 2, when a lorry caught fire after backfiring, the fire was 
quickly doused by a member of the crew with the ferry’s fire 
extinguishers. Two days later, Harris noted that he had sent his 
report on the fire to the Harbour Master, and there is no further 
mention. More seriously, in the early hours of Tuesday 26 August, 
on a special trip, the ferry bumped the wharf when arriving 
at	Bellerive,	after	the	engine	failed	to	respond	to	a	‘full	astern’	
command.	harris	noted	 that	‘the	 reverse	steam	valve	was	not	
turned on, it had slipped out’.  There was not enough damage to 
stop the service running and the following day Harris submitted 
his	report,	commenting	that	‘I	expect	they	will	enquire	into	it’,	
and that the machinery inspector called to inspect the engine. 
A week or so later Harris and the engineer were called to the 
Marine Board, where the engineer admitted that he had been 
unable	to	reverse	the	engine.	harris	recorded	that	‘the	old	chap	
seems very nervous and worried’.

Only two days later a similar incident was recorded. The ferry 
was arriving in Hobart at 10.30pm and when Harris rang astern 
the	 engineer	‘put	 the	 engines	 ahead.	When	 I	 rang	 again	 and	
called through the speaking tube he gave the engine more 
speed ahead, he thought he was going astern’. The ferry hit the 
wharf	‘hard’,	 injuring	one	passenger	who	fell	down	a	stairway.		
The engineer was sent home the following morning, and two 
weeks later Harris recorded that the Marine Board enquiry 

found him not to blame, but reprimanded the engineer. 

While these brief snippets can build up a picture of the daily life 
on Lurgurena, the diary also shows just how the river dominated 
Harris’s life. He was a keen yachtsman and fisherman and 
continued to take an interest in Secret, remarking on its comings 
and goings and noting when it was on the slip. The shift pattern 
for the ferry master, with a lunchtime changeover, meant that 
if the weather was good the afternoon following a morning 
shift was invariable spent fishing or sailing.  The three week’s 
holiday started with Harris sending his wife, Elsie, and children 
on holiday to Taranna, while Harris and a crew of five friends 
headed off in the yacht Gloaming to spend Easter competing 
at the Snug regatta. In March Harris noted that he joined the 
Derwent	Sailing	Squadron	‘so	I	could	sail	Gloaming on Saturday’, 
and later that month he spent a Sunday aboard Yeulba in a 
race off with Weenie for Champion Pennant. Yuelba won by 59 
seconds,	 and	harris	 commented	only	 that	 it	‘was	a	hard	 race,	
wind moderate, south south west’.

Occasionally home life gets into the diary. Harris marked the 
deaths of a couple of friends and traced his father’s final illness 
through	 the	 autumn	with	 entries	 such	 as	‘went	 to	 see	 father.	
He is no better’. When his father died towards the end of July 
the	diary	noted	simply	that	‘his	end	came	very	peacefully’.	The	
following day Harris flew Lurgurena’s flag at half mast on the 
afternoon shift and seemed annoyed that the morning skipper 
had not done so. However, there were few mentions of his wife 
and	children,	with	‘took	the	children	to	the	zoo’	being	a	far	from	
typical activity on one day off.

Herbert Harris left the river after Lurgurena was sold to Newcastle 
once the floating bridge opened in 1943. He stayed with the 
railways, and became a painter, until his retirement in 1958. 
He was a Life Member of the Bellerive Regatta Association and 
continued to sail for the rest of his life, a passion he appeared to 
have instilled in his children. 

It is far from clear what purpose Captain Harris intended for his 
diary. Perhaps it started as a record simply of hours worked, 
to help him reconcile his pay, and grew from that. Perhaps he 
intended one day to expand upon it, with his brief notes acting 
as aide memoire. The last entry for the year is the diary’s only 
reflective entry, offering a modest ambition for a hardworking 
and	conscientious	man:	‘I	have	had	a	good	year	and	hope	for	a	
good or better next year’. We are certainly lucky that his family 
chose to keep the diary. It will become increasingly important 
as time passes and memories fade, and as it becomes harder to 
recall the days when the only way across the river was to board 
a ferry, relax, and let someone else do the driving.

skipper’s	ticket	‘around	1920’	on	Secret, a vessel to which Harris 
remained connected for many years. 

Harris’s diary does not go into a huge amount of detail, in fact 
most of the entries simply record the shift worked that day 
and	the	weather,	for	example:	‘10th	May	Sat:	1pm	to	midnight,	
fine weather cold’. Occasionally he would add a comment on 
the	 level	of	 traffic	 for	 the	 shift,	 such	as	‘Traffic	 light’	or	‘Traffic	
heavy’. Periodically he would record his pay, but because he was 
not consistent it is hard to work out the period each payment 
covers. However, in April he took three weeks leave and noted 
that	he	went	‘to	the	office	to	draw	my	holiday	cheque	22	pound	
18 shillings’. 

The diary also records unusual events, or at least events that 
Captain Harris considered worth recording. On the first day of 
the	year,	for	example,	he	noted	‘Traffic	very	heavy.	Record	taking	
for one day, 78 pound’.  A week or so later, he wrote that the 
ferry carried 400 members of the Water Side Workers Union to 
a	picket	line	at	Bellerive,	commenting	that	‘the	most	we	had	on	
one trip was about 260’, although he made no remark on the 
nature of the dispute, which may have been in relation to the 
employment of non-Union labour on the wharf.  Occasionally 
something untoward happened which he considered worth 
recording, such as an ongoing dispute with a lorry owner, who 
occasionally turned up without the money for his fare, or with 
the	fare	for	the	lorry	and	driver	but	with	an	extra	passenger.	‘I	
have put in a report’ recorded the Master. This particular affair 
seemed	to	be	concluded	when	the	owner	of	the	lorry	‘showed	
me a letter he got from the secretary, he said that we would hear 
more about it’, but if Harris did hear more about it, he didn’t 
record it.

The Harris family aboard Secret.                  Photo: MMT Collection

One seldom photographed ferry that didn’t seem to have played 
any special role at regatta time, and which could well have been 
one of the river’s hardest working ferries, was Lurgurena. Built 
in England in 1925 for the Tasmanian Government Railways, 
it could carry up to 40 cars and 200 passengers, and entered 
service on 26 March 1926, replacing the smaller Kangaroo on 
the Hobart – Bellerive run.  The Master for that first trip was 
Captain	 herbert	 Francis	 Lindley	 ‘Chum’	 harris.	 Captain	 harris	
remained Lurgurena’s skipper for its entire time on the Derwent, 
which ended in 1943 when the opening of the floating bridge 
made the ferry redundant.

As memories of the regular ferry service across the river—
before the building of a bridge—gradually fade, we owe a debt 
of some gratitude to Captain Harris, because he kept a diary.  
The Museum holds a copy of a transcript of the diary for the year 
1930. It has to be said that it is not a thrilling read, but as a record 
of the daily routine of the ferry master, as well as the occasional 
out of the ordinary event, it is a document of considerable 
interest.

Harris’s father was Captain RF Harris, who gained his Masters 
Certificate on vessels trading between Tasmania and the 
mainland, and later became a Marine Board pilot at Piersons 
Point. According to his obituary in the Mercury, Captain Harris 
was the first man to take a yacht across Bass Strait; that was 
Archina in 1896. The young Herbert served time aboard a 
Melbourne – King Island stock carrier captained by his father, 
so it would probably not have come as a surprise to his family 
when he took to the sea rather than staying on the family’s 
Bruny Island farm.  Herbert worked aboard the barges carrying 
timber and firewood from the Channel to Hobart and gained his 

Captain Harris and Lurgurena               Photo: MMT Collection

Secret                                   Photos: MMT CollectionGloaming        
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11 Katrina Court, Lindisfarne
P: 0409 146 721 (Tony Shearman)

•  New House
•  Renovations
•  Extensions
•  New Ceilings
•  Bathrooms
•  Repairs

FAREWELL TO A GRAND OLD LADY
Steam Ferry Rowitta

Built by Tom Purdon and Henry Featherstone 
at their Battery Point shipyard to the order of 
Alfred Harrap and Sons of Launceston, Rowitta 
was launched on 2 January 1909. It was the 
third of eight steam ferries built by Purdon 
and Featherstone between 1905 and 1913. 
Last month the demolition of the 106-year-old 
Rowitta began.

In	October	2012	my	family	and	I	visited	Warrnambool,	Victoria.	
It was near the end of a three-week-long road trip that saw us 
circle from our home in Adelaide to Hobart, the return leg via 
the Great Ocean Road. A two night stopover in Warrnambool 
not only provided our two young boys ample opportunity to 
stretch their legs at the local adventure playground, but also 
allowed	us	to	visit	the	Flagstaff	hill	Maritime	Village.	

At this maritime museum, uniquely hybridised with an 1870s 
outdoor village, the amazing survival of the Minton Peacock 

from the wreck of the Lock Ard proved a highlight, as did 
climbing to the top of the Lady Bay lighthouses. Yet our visit 
to the village had an ulterior motive. At the time I was writing 
a book on the history of the Battery Point boat and ship 
builders (1835–1935). The steam ferry Rowitta, as one of the 
few surviving vessels built at Battery Point during that period, 
was the real reason for our visit. It was a chance to see the 
grand	old	lady	‘in	the	flesh’.	

On the day of our visit, Rowitta lived up to expectations. 
My sons and I climbed on board and read with interest the 
placards detailing its history. An accompanying series of 
photos depicted its incredulous and somewhat contrasting 
adventures over the years. The visit also enabled me to take 
a few coveted photos, one of which graces the back cover of 
my recently-published book.

Built by Tom Purdon and Henry Featherstone at their Battery 
Point shipyard to the order of Alfred Harrap and Sons of 

Rowitta in 2012                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Photo: Nicole Mays 

by  Nicole Mays
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Launceston, Rowitta was launched on 2 January 1909. It 
was the third of eight steam ferries built by Purdon and 
Featherstone between 1905 and 1913. Others were Mongana 
(1905), Marana (1908), Wiena (1909), Remeere (1909), Awittaka 
(1910), Cartela (1912), and Maweena (1913).

Intended for the Tamar River passenger trade to replace Alfred 
Harrap and Sons’ steamer Niree, which had been disastrously 
destroyed by fire in January 1908, Rowitta first arrived in the 
Tamar in early April 1909, its delivery voyage made under the 
command of Tom Purdon. 

After seeing three decades of service in the Launceston 
passenger trade, Rowitta embarked on an extraordinary 
career, including being requisitioned for service in the Pacific 
during World War II, and operating as a passenger ferry on 
Port Phillip Bay under the moniker of Sorrento. After a brief 
period spent in Sydney, it returned to Hobart in 1951, joining 
several of its cohorts in the Derwent River passenger trade. 

In 1968 Rowitta was purchased by the late Bern Cuthbertson 
of Hobart for use as an abalone vessel and renamed Tarkarri. 
Shortly	thereafter,	it	was	purchased	by	buyers	from	Victoria	for	
use as a floating restaurant. Subsequently, it was converted 
to a house boat. Since 1975 Rowitta has been located at the 
Flagstaff	 hill	 Maritime	 Village,	 displayed	 under	 its	 original	
name and exhibited as it would have been in the 1930s.

In February of this year my family and I were once again in 

Warrnambool, this time en route to a work conference my 
husband was attending in Lorne. Another visit to the Flagstaff 
hill	Maritime	Village	ensued.	Unfortunately,	 it	proved	 to	be	
a tale of two visits. The hull of Rowitta looked precarious at 
best. The grand old lady had deteriorated so much that 
visitors were no longer allowed on board. It was obvious that 
it had not been maintained for some time. Last month the 
demolition of the 106-year-old Rowitta began.

Though a discussion on the decision by management of 
the	 Flagstaff	 hill	 Maritime	 Village	 to	 vacate	 their	 plans	 to	
maintain Rowitta is outside of the bounds of this article, their 
determination that the vessel was auxiliary to the village’s 
future scope and plans ultimately led to the demolition of a 
vessel significant to Tasmania’s maritime history. 

With hindsight perhaps more could have been done to save 
Rowitta, but a significant lesson can be gleaned from this 
experience. At Franklin, Tasmania, another graceful old lady 
built by Purdon and Featherstone, is moored. It’s a 103-year-
old steam ferry with an equally auspicious and disparate 
history. The seemingly planned and incredibly regrettable 
demise of Rowitta only makes the collective and cohesive 
efforts to restore Cartela more imperative. 

I am grateful that we were able to see Rowitta in its final days. I 
look forward to the day when I can once again witness Cartela 
steaming up the Derwent.  

 Joy PHIllIPS

 JulIE VIECIElI
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In the mid-1960s, Brisbane’s population was growing fast along with increasing needs for traffic to 
go north and south without passing through the CBD. To meet these demands the Brisbane City 
Council announced plans to commission a new cross-river vehicle ferry, located towards the river 
mouth. The crossing would run from the suburbs of Eagle Farm to Queensport.

An	UnUSUAL	VEhICULAR	FERRY
by Keith Boulton

Sir James Holt

Explanation of Voith Schneider Propeller Systems (VSP)

The	VSP	 system	 at	 either	 end	 of	 the	 vessel	 enabled	 it	 to	 travel	
forward, backwards, sideways and or pivot.

Over 80 years ago this ship’s propulsion system, the only one of its 
kind	in	the	world,	was	developed	by	Voith	from	an	idea	by	Austrian	
engineer, Ernst Schneider. It allows thrust of any magnitude to be 
generated in any direction quickly, precisely and in a continuously 
variable manner. It combines propulsion and steering in a single 
unit. 

This	solution	is	as	convincing	as	it	is	straightforward:	on	the	Voith	
Schneider Propeller, a rotor casing which ends flush with the ship’s 
bottom is fitted with a number of axially parallel blades and rotates 
about a vertical axis. To generate thrust, each of the propeller 
blades performs an oscillating motion about its own axis. This is 
superimposed on the uniform rotary motion. 

Sir James Holt being launched in 1964.                                                            Photo: John Oxley   Voith	Schneider	Propeller	[VSP]

Voith	Schneider	Propeller	system	installed

Trials

The ferry’s trials were delayed by several months because the 
propellers	[VSP]	did	not	arrive	from	Scotland	due	to	a	massive	fire	
at the factory. Brisbane City Council officially took delivery of the 
ferry on 4 October 1965.

Operations

The Sir James Holt Ferry officially went into service on Monday 7th 
February 1966 at the south bank berth and commenced service 
between Queensport Road, Murrarie and Holt Street, Eagle Farm. 
The ferry management contract was awarded to Moreton Tug & 
Lighter Company of South Brisbane. The vessel had a crew of four  
people: Master, Engineer, deck hand and a ticket collector. 

The loading ramps were part of the shore loading/discharging 
facilities on either side of the river. This unique design allowed 
four lanes of traffic to be driven on as four lanes are driven off, thus 
allowing for a very quick turn around.

A New Life

After the completion of the Gateway Bridge, the Sir James Holt ferry 
was no longer needed. The service ceased on 11 November 1986 
when the Gateway Bridge opened, and the ferry was retired from 
service.

Not long after its retirement, it underwent an extensive refit and 
found a new role as the party boat known as The Island. As part 
of the re-fit, one of the Rolls Royce engines was replaced with a 
Caterpillar diesel.

During the 2011 Brisbane River flood, concerns were held on the 
strength of its moored position on the river, opposite Coronation 
Drive and upstream from the four, low level, city bridges. The vessel 
has now been relocated down stream at Hamilton.

Later News

Brisbane’s The Island party boat is bound for a wrecker’s burial after 
owners failed to raise enough funds for repairs. Co-owner Bradley 
Mohr today conceded defeat to Maritime Safety Queensland after 
an ongoing battle over safety standards became too expensive 
and left him with no choice but to shut The Island down (The 
Courier-Mail 8 November 2011).
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The Island party boat moored at West End on the Brisbane River (2006).  Photo: John Oxley Library

The Island party boat moored at Hamilton, awaiting demolition (2012).       KBB photo

Sir James Holt	Ferry	and	Vehicles																																									 	 	 	 	 	 	 																				Photo:	Brisbane	City	Council

The new, all steel vehicular ferry was built by Evans Deakin Pty 
Ltd at Kangaroo Point Shipyard in 1964. The cost was £192,000 
[$384,000].	Its	overall	design	was	unusual	in	that	it	would	use	
non-conventional propulsion systems and would have no 
onboard loading/unloading vehicle ramps.

The Lord Mayor Clem Jones officially named the ferry Sir 
James Holt on 15 October 1964.  Believing that great people 
should be remembered, he named it after James Holt, architect 
of Brisbane’s Story Bridge.The ferry hull was launched on 7 
November 1964 by the Lady Mayoress.

 
Specifications: Sir James Holt
•	 Ship Type:  Ferry  

•	 Capacity:   approx. 40 cars
   (or up to 32 larger vehicles)

•	 Tonnage:   895.51  

•	 Construction:  Steel

•	 Length:            169 ft.   

•	 Breadth:  54 ft   

•	 Draft Loaded: 10 ft  

•	 Powered by:  2 x Rolls Royce 500 bhp
    Diesel marine engines.

•	 Rudders:  Nil  

•	 Propulsion:	 	 2	x	Voith	Schneider	Propeller	(VSP)

•	 Speed:  9 knots approx.
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MORE MEMORIES
of the Australian Wooden Boat Festival 2015 

high and dry 

knot so hard
A series by Frank Charles Brown

This knot was published 

in Issue 126 of Knotting 

Matters, the newsletter of 

the International Guild of 

Knot Tyers. The developer 

of the knot, RD Moses MD 

reported that it had been 

field tested, remaining 

‘secure,	stable,	and	easy	to	

untie through a variety of 

conditions, including two 

hurricanes’.

Since I started in the position of Maritime Heritage Coordinator, 
I have been meeting and talking with a number of maritime 
heritage organisations around the State. And there is such a 
variety, all supported by very passionate people.  A recurring 
theme coming from these discussions was a desire to bring 
everyone together for a forum or meeting of some kind under 
the banner of the Maritime Heritage Organisations of Tasmania 
(MHOoT) group. So after we had all survived the hustle and 
bustle of the Wooden Boat Festival and other activities during 
the summer, my attention turned to organising a MHOoT 
seminar.

The theme for the seminar was improving communications 
for maritime museums, wooden boat operators and builders. 
Not only external marketing with visitors or advertising 
exhibitions and services,  but also how to keep in touch with 
volunteers, using the internet and tackling that wonderful 
amorphous	thing	called	‘social	media’.	

A one-day seminar was eventually held on 27 May 2015 at the 
Inveresk	site	of	the	Queen	Victoria	Museum	and	Art	Gallery	in	
Launceston. We had some 29 participants representing many 
organisations	 including	TMAG,	QVMAG,	 Port	Arthur	historic	
Site, Living Boat Trust, Bass Strait Maritime Centre, Spring Bay 
Maritime and Discovery Centre, East Coast Heritage Museum, 
Bass and Flinders Centre, Moorings Museum, Warships and 
Marine Corps Museum, Bligh Museum of Pacific Exploration, 
Low	head	Pilot	Station	Maritime	Museum,	SV Rhona H, Royal 

Hobart Regatta Association, the Australian Wooden Boat 
Festival and the Maritime Museum.

The day went very well, particularly with the quality and 
enthusiasm of our speakers.  Richard Forster and Ros Barnett, 
gave a lively presentation on how the Living Boat Trust has 
engaged with the Franklin community, and how everyone 
has benefited through the relationship. Margaret Griggs of 
the Bass Strait Maritime Centre in Devonport talked on the 
challenges and successes of keeping volunteers engaged 
through the redevelopment of the museum, while also 
keeping work moving on the restoration of the Julie Burgess.  
The trials and tribulations of developing a small museum in 
Triabunna was the subject of Jim Playsted and Dale Pearce. 
One of the most interesting sessions was presented by the 
Innovation	Circle	group	at	QVMAG	looking	at	how	technology	
can be used to take museum interactions to new levels.  

Our own Mike Webb talked about the Association of Heritage 
Boat Organisations and the future role that it hopes to bring 
to saving our maritime heritage, and Mark Hosking talked 
about the Australian Maritime Museums Council and the 
important national connections that MHOoT members can 
make.  All stimulating and pertinent presentations that had 
a lot of meaning for the seminar participants.  It is hoped that 
the seminar will become an annual event, so planning will 
now look towards May 2016. 

1. Make a Round Turn. 2 Take the Working End across and 
behind the Standing Part. 

3 Pass the Working End through 
the bight.

4 Draw up the Standing Part and 
dress the knot.

5 one extra turn may be made 
with the Working End to give 
this knot, 

6 . . . or two extra turns to give 
this knot.

No. 35   
Boston 
Hitch

by John Wadsley

our curator is currently on leave but ‘notes from the curator’ will return next issue  

with more behind the scenes information about exciting new donations to the Museum.

book review
by Clio

This book is available at  

rolph’s nautical gift and  
book shop at the Museum.

FERRIES OF TASMANIA
by Tim Kingston  

 
Tim Kingston has filled another gap in Tasmanian maritime 
history by documenting the vessels involved in ferry services 
and excursion activities around our island since 1975. 

The collapse of Hobart’s Tasman Bridge on 5 January that 
year provides the ideal starting point for his book, and an 
alphabetical listing from Adventurer to Wrest Point Wanderer 
is to be found in its 174 pages.  (Incidentally, both these 
vessels were owned at one time by World Heritage Cruises at 
Strahan, and this company’s latest acquisition, Ocean Spirit 
II, arrived in Hobart just after Tim’s book was launched;  it will 
have to wait for inclusion in a possible second edition.) The 
histories of individual craft are, of necessity, fairly concise, 
but there is at least one photo of each – and often several, 
almost all of them in colour.

What surprised this reviewer was the number of ferries and 
cruise vessels that have operated in Tasmania over the four 
decades spanned by the book. Tim has listed nearly 80 of 
them, ranging from well known names like Cartela and 
Matthew Brady to others perhaps less familiar, including 

the hydrofoil Casino Royale 
which operated across the 
Derwent in 1975-76 and the 
tri-maran Ar Reflections and 
former fishing boat George 
Robinson, both now plying the 
Arthur River.  The net has been 
cast wide to also include Army 
landing barges and similar 
craft that helped out following 
the Tasman Bridge disaster.  

Short histories of shipbuilders 
Incat and Richardson Devine 
Marine round out this attractive book which has been 
written and published by Tim Kingston, and is available at 
the Museum’s bookshop.  

Young Crewman      Photo: Bob Chesterman Ferry models                                                           Photo: John Wadsley

Cruise ship at AWBF                                                     Photo: Bob Frost 

Out there                                        Photo: Bob Frost

and a link to more interesting photos by Bob Frost at:  
https://plus.google.com/photos/101431408060236179779/albums/6112964760539802545?authkey=CISX8PvFq6r1Og
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BREAST OF LAMB.
 
My mum served stuffed and rolled breast of lamb as a 
Sunday roast quite often, I suspect because it was one of 
the cheaper cuts of meat for a family dinner. In truth I really 
rather liked the combination of crispy skin and moist, fatty 
meat. I think mum used a plain, packet mix for the stuffing 
and, again, the crisp edges squeezed out from the rolled 
joint contrasted with the soft, fat-soaked stuffing contained 
in the roll.  I can’t say I’ve eaten Breast of Lamb, or even seen 
it on a menu, since the seventies and I was amused to see 
it feature on the menu card for the TSS Taroona in 1941. 
 
The card is one of a number of menu cards in the museum, 
another	 of	 which	 is	 from	 the	 maiden	 voyage	 of	 TSMV	
Empress of Australia from Sydney to Hobart in 1965. This 
menu was clearly intended to enthuse travellers with 
the delights of Tasmanian fare, although what the chef 
did	 to	 carrots	 to	 turn	 them	 into	 ‘Carrots	 Wynyard’	 the	
record	does	not	show.	 	Today’s	menu	in	the	‘Leatherwood’	
Restaurant aboard Spirit of Tasmania similarly emphasises 
Tasmanian	produce,	 declaring	Tasmania	‘a	 gourmet	 island	
paradise’, and I have to say that my home-prepared salad 
sandwich sitting on the desk as I write does rather lose its 
appeal in comparison with Tasmanian tenderloin of beef 
or Woodbridge port-infused oak cold smoked salmon. 
 
Today’s Spirit menu also provides an interesting choice 
for the vegetarian voyager, offering Grilled Eggplant 
rotolo (rotolo: roll) and Caramelised leek, kumara and 
feta tart as well as a variety of seafood. Aside from 
Port Arthur Flounder aboard the Empress or Curried 
Vegetables	 (interestingly	 offered	 on	 both	 Taroona and 
the Empress) the vegetarian aboard those ferries would 
have had little to choose from but soup or side orders of 
vegetables or salads—or jam and shredded marmalade. 
 
But that need not concern us here. Let’s get back to the lamb 
offered on the Taroona. Breast of lamb is a fatty cut and one 
writer	recommends	‘long,	slow	braising,	roasting	or	stewing	
to tenderise the otherwise tough, scraggy meat’. The dish 
offered on the Taroona	 is	 described	 as	 ‘haricot	 Breast	 of	
Lamb’ which sounds to me as if the lamb has been braised 
rather than roasted. But I could be wrong! So, on the hoof as 
it were, a suggestion for a lamb and bean braise.

1 piece lamb breast, size to suit appetite of diners, skinned 

and boned.  

Plenty of salt and pepper 

Chopped fresh herbs such as rosemary, oregano, thyme 

Small pinch chilli flakes 

Zest of 1 lemon. 

Prepare the lamb a day ahead. Season both sides then lay the 

meat	flat,	‘skin’	side	down.	Sprinkle	on	the	herbs,	chilli	and	lemon	

zest.

Roll the meat up and tie tightly and leave in the fridge overnight.

For the braise:

olive oil  

Large knob of butter  

1 onion, sliced but not too thinly  

4 garlic cloves crushed 

More herbs and chilli flakes to taste 

Zest and juice of 1 lemon 

1 glass white wine   

1 tin plum tomatoes  

1 tin haricot beans, drained and rinsed 

1 tsp sugar 
 

Remove lamb from fridge 

Heat the oven to 170°C 

In a casserole with a well fitting lid heat the oil and brown the 

lamb all over and remove to a warm plate. 

Reduce heat and add butter, garlic, onion, herbs and chilli (if 

using) and lemon zest and cook on low heat for ten minutes. 

Turn up the heat and add the wine and allow to simmer for a 

couple of minutes. 

Add tomatoes, beans, sugar and lemon juice and return the meat 

to the dish. Put the lid on and stick it in the oven 2.5 to 3 hours.  

Serve the lamb sliced with the tomato and bean sauce and 

accompany with mash and greens. Or perhaps Devonport Curried 

Vegetables.	

from the galley

Tasmania’s Sole Jayco Distributor 

Tasmanian owned and operated for over 50 years. We sell, service and repair the 

full range of Jayco Camper Trailers, Pop Tops, Caravans and Motorhomes. 

Come in and see the new 2014 range and get a great deal on a new Jayco today. 

Huge range of pre-owned Campers, Pop Tops, Caravans & Motorhome ready now 

to take you on that next adventure! 

Cnr Amy Street  & Main Road Moonah  

P: 62 322 344     F: 62 734 733   

 W. www.kingcaravans.com.au   E: info@kingcaravans.com.au 

The Lady Nelson
sailing most weekends

& public holidays
(1½ hour duration)

$30 adults | $10 children

Phone 03 6234 3348

www.ladynelson.org.au

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EDITING 

& 
PROOFREADING 

 
Books, Memoirs, Articles, 

Theses, Essays, etc.  
 

Academic and general work, 
text and image editing. 

 
Absolute confidentiality, 

friendly professional advice. 
 
 
 

info@finelinestudios.com.au 

fineline studios 

info@finelinestudios.com.au 

Contact us for a full list of 
prices and availability in 

our next issue. 

Details inside front cover.

want to  
advertise here?



ships of hobart harbour

by rex cox and  gw cox

capital port:
A History of the Marine Board of Hobart 

 1858–1997

by audrey hudspeth 

& lindy scripps
FERRIES OF TASMANIA

by tim Kingston
see book review on page 20
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a selection of the gifts and books available in rolph’s nautical gift & book shop at the Maritime Museum.

call in and see the full range of clocks, barometers, mugs, globes, teatowels, ship’s models, etc.

10% discount for MMt members (+ postage & handling)     shop@maritimetas.org    photos: MMt collection
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