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Celebrating our first 40 years

St George’s Church, Battery Point. The Maritime Museum opened on 7 December 1974 in the building on the left.          Photo: MMT Collection

7 December 2014 – Open day  
visitors at the Maritime Museum, 
Argyle Street.
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Saturday 7 December 1974 saw the opening of the Maritime 

Museum of Tasmania after the foresight and planning of our 

Founding Members. Forty years from that day, the Museum 

has expanded in size and in the quantity of artefacts held. 

Items are professionally presented and the Museum, now 

situated in its third venue, offers services to the public, 

including an extensive outreach capability. We are looking 

forward to its expansion and increased diversity in the 

coming year, as we extend into the whole Carnegie Building. 

This whole process has been driven by the efforts, thoughts 

and conviction of past members and continues today with 

our present volunteers and staff. 

The significance of our celebrations of this event could 

have different meanings to each of us. We may call to mind 

how the Museum evolved, the planning for the future, the 

struggles, the past involvement as a volunteer, the friends we 

made, and so on. Perhaps the thought that strikes me most 

is that what existed in 1974 is now history; objects from 1974 

are now worthy objects for our collection. 

When I look at this as a seafarer, I realise how technology has 

changed our methods at sea; we have in the main lost arts 

and skills we were brought up with and practised.  If we take 

navigation as an example: although satellite systems were 

available in 1974, ‘Transit’ was in use for the US Navy, it was 

not quite yet generally used on commercial vessels. It was 

only accurate to a quarter of a mile and positions were not 

continuously available. The sextant was in common use still. 

Now we have accurate positions at sea from GPS. If that fails, 

we have another set. Some ships have triple redundancy to 

cover such inconveniences. Taking a sighting of the sun or 

other celestial bodies is now rapidly becoming a lost art. 

Although still taught for seafarers it is usually by rote. The 

understanding, because the essential regular practice of this 

skill is lacking, is diminished. 

However a museum can indicate how and why results were 

achieved. The sextant is just one item. Now we have the 

potential, with greater space becoming available to expand 

the Museum, to be able to enlighten and educate our visitors 

even further, especially the young ones. “Today’s objects are 

tomorrow’s history.”

Despite saying I would not stand for renomination, for 

continuity and to prevent any constitutional crisis, I will for 

the time being. I do thank Anna and Mark for producing an 

outstanding and professional journal over this past year. I 

wish all our members, readers, staff and all your family a Very 

Happy Christmas and a New Year to look forward to for 2015. 

Maritime Museum of Tasmania

CARNEGIE BUILDING 
Cnr Davey & Argyle Sts. 
Hobart, Tasmania

Postal Address: GPO Box 1118, 
Hobart, Tasmania 7001, AUSTRALIA

Phone: (03) 6234 1427 
Fax:  (03) 6234 1419

email: info@maritimetas.org

www.maritimetas.org

Open Daily 9am–5pm 
(except for Good Friday & Christmas Day)

Contributions may be historical or newsworthy 

and with themes reflecting the Museum’s 

mission to promote research into and 

interpretation of Tasmania’s maritime heritage.

They may be short notes, or articles with text 

about 700 -1200 words, accompanied by 

images if possible. Text may be edited and 

publication is at the discretion of the editor.

Ideally contributions will be in a Word 

document, with embedded images and/or 

with separate 300dpi JPEG or TIFF files. We can 

accept legible handwritten articles, with loose 

photographs, which we will copy.

Images should have a caption, be credited to 

the photographer or to the source, and have 

written permission to publish. 

Please submit contributions to The Editor  

at the postal address above or email  

admin@maritimetas.org 

Alternatively you can leave your contribution 

at the front desk of the Museum at the street 

address above. Please remember to include 

your contact details.

Deadline for the next edition is 15 Feb 2015. 

Layout & production:

Ricoh Studio 
Phone: 6210 1200 
studio@tasprint.com.au

New Zealand Schooner Huia

from the president’s log

MARITIME TIMES OF TASMANIA WELCOMES ORIGINAL ARTICLES FOR PUBLICATION

by Mike Webb

In this issue
Maritime Museum of Tasmania 
40th anniversary

Preserving Tasmania’s Maritime Past  
the origins of the Maritime Museum of Tasmania

My Lifetime Interest in Ships 
a member’s story

FIS Endeavour
lost in the Southern Ocean, December 1914

More on Oberhausen
a German merchant ship detained in Hobart  
at the start of WW1

Opportunities  Considering the future

plus news and regular features inside

Maritime Museum of Tasmania’s 40th Anniversary Lunch at the Motor Yacht Club,  
Lindisfarne, 15 December 2014                                              Photos: MMT Collection
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from the brig

letter to the editor

The Museum celebrated its fortieth birthday 

on Sunday 7 December with a hugely 

successful Open Day, which saw over 530 

visitors pass through. The crowd represented 

a pleasing mix of visitors from ‘across the 

water’ and Tasmanians, most of whom 

became engrossed in our displays. 

The first visitors, a family of four, arrived just after nine o’clock 
and were still in the Museum over an hour later. In fact, Ray on 
the front desk remarked at about ten fifteen that ‘lots of people 
have gone in, but no one has come out yet!’

We owe a big debt of gratitude to all the volunteers who made 
the day go smoothly, by manning the front desk or chatting 
to visitors, helping visitors with research queries, manning 
May Queen and Westward, and being available for interview. In 
addition, there was all the preparation, including, but not limited 
to, contacting the media, producing posters and finding places 
to put them up, blowing up balloons and preparing bags of 
MMT goodies for kids, and generally tidying up the place. Special 

thanks go to our Secretary, Beth Dayton, who shouldered most 
of the planning and brought in much appreciated refreshments 
for the volunteers on the day. 

In the week before the Open Day the Museum hosted a 
Ministerial visit from Dr Vanessa Goodwin, MLC, Minister for the 
Arts. Dr Goodwin toured the museum in the company of the 
Museum’s President, Secretary and Curator. She was impressed 
by the Museum’s exhibits and showed a great deal of interest in 
the Museum’s plans for the future. She also helped promote the 
Open Day by referring to it on her Facebook page!

The Museum’s Annual General Meeting was held in November 
and the Committee for the coming year is as follows: Mike Webb 
(President); Rex Cox (Vice President); Ross Studley (Treasurer); 
Beth Dayton (Secretary); Kim Newstead; Digby Longhurst and 
Bill Bleathman. All can be contacted, in the first instance, through 
the Museum. External representatives on the committee are 
Alderman Eva Ruzicka (Hobart City Council); Scott Carlin (State 
Government via the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery) and we 
are still seeking a representative from TasPorts.

The Maritime Times of Tasmania team wishes the volunteers 
and members of the MMT, and our other readers, a very happy 
Christmas and we look forward to an exciting 2015 at the 
Maritime Museum of Tasmania.

More on SS Oberhausen
Rona Hollingsworth’s notes from the curator about the 
Oberhausen episode (Maritime Times Tasmania No. 48, 
September 2014, p18) had me looking back on research I had 
done on the subject for an upcoming publication, and indeed 
led me to do some more investigation.

The arrest of the nine-year old, 4322 gross ton ship at Port 
Huon on 5 August 1914 was something of an amusing 
debacle, one that would very soon be contrasted against the 
horrors on the Great War that was to change the face of the 
world forever. With so many dramatic stories of that conflict 
being retold over these centenary years, perhaps your readers 
might enjoy more of this less horrendous tale. Tracing the 
mid-1914 voyage of SS Oberhausen through the resources of 
the National Library of Australia’s Trove system yielded some 
contradictions as to dates and other details, but an analysis of 
these certainly came up with some interesting things. 

Oberhausen left New York on 18 May (The Register, Adelaide, 9 
July 1914), called at Cape Town (12 June), arrived in Fremantle 
(30 June), and then sailed on to Adelaide, where it arrived on 

8 July. On this stage of her long voyage, on 5 July, an on-board 
murder occurred (The Mercury, Hobart, 9 July 1914, p5). It left 
Adelaide on 11 July (Daily Commercial News & Shipping List, 
Sydney, 14 July 1914, p20).

Oberhausen was due in Hobart from Bremen via Melbourne 
on 10 August (The Mercury 29 July 1914, p4). This was a rather 
simplistic and incorrect description of its movements, as in 
fact the ship arrived on 3 August (or 2 August, or 1 August  
– take your pick, see below), not from Melbourne, or at least 
not directly, but from Brisbane! Whether it had called at 
Melbourne, or at some other port before arriving at Brisbane, 
ex-Adelaide, is unclear.

Nevertheless, it was reported that Oberhausen had left 
Brisbane on 28 July for Port Huon, Southport and [Port] 
Esperance, & thence for Durban (The Courier, Brisbane, 1 
August 1914, p4), and then on 5 August (ironically the day of 
the ship’s arrest at Port Huon), that it had arrived at Hobart on 
2 August (The Courier, Brisbane, 5 August 1914, p4). This latter 
date was contradicted by a report which gave the arrival as 

precisely as 9:50 am on 3 August (The Daily Commercial News 
& Shipping List, Sydney, 4 August 1914, p4), and another report 
that stated Oberhausen ... reached Hobart at 9.30 on Saturday 
morning [i.e. 1 August] from Brisbane. She is to load timber at 
out-ports for South Africa (The Examiner, Launceston, 3 August 
1914, p4). Just which of these three contradictory arrival dates 
was in fact correct is not clear, but August 1 would seem to be 
the most probable. This is also the date that Rona has quoted. 
Note that 29 July is quoted in Kathy Duncombe’s book on the 
history of Bruny Island’s Quarantine Station, but this does not 
seem feasible, and might indicate confusion in records from 
those tumultuous few days. The distance from Brisbane to 
Hobart is 968 NM, and assuming an average speed of, say, 
10 knots (the ship’s rated speed was 12 knots) would imply 
a travel time of four days and one hour, corresponding to 
a departure time from Brisbane of 08:30 hrs on 28 July for 
arrival in Hobart at 09:30 hrs on 1 August. 

Clearly there would not have been time for Oberhausen to 
have called at Melbourne on that voyage, whether it took the 
three, four or five days from 28 July, and in view of the earlier 
anticipated date of arrival of 10 August (The Mercury, 29 July), 
the question arises as to whether the captain was aware of, 
or feared the imminent onset of war, and wanted to clear 
Australia as soon as possible. The ship had been in Brisbane 
in those last days of July when the clouds of imminent war 
were very dark. In short, was the visit to Hobart, and then Port 
Huon, something of a calculated risk, or one of ignorance? But 
happen it did, and at Port Huon the crew began loading the 
timber and sleepers from the super-mill of the Huon Timber 
Company, and was, in effect, caught with its pants down on 
that fateful 5 August. Details of the trip to Port Huon, and 
of the immediate aftermath, were given in The Examiner (6 
August 1914, p7).

Mention has been made of the rushed trip by the Naval 
Reservists to Port Huon in their two cars, of the holdup 
caused by the fallen tree at Longley, of the subsequent 
commandeering of the bus, of Lieutenant Russell Young 
tripping over his scabbard on his way up the gangplank, and 
then being welcomed by Captain Meier with the offer of a 
whiskey, and of the breeching of the liquor store by the crew 
and the Reservists. The whole episode had something of the 
Keystone Cops about it! However, it didn’t stop there, as there 
were three other rather amusing, or at least interesting, points 
about the arrest of the ship that are worth recounting.

Firstly, there was an erroneous report in The Mercury the day 
after the arrest that the ship had got wind of what was about 
to happen, and had escaped out to sea (The Mercury, 6 August 
1914, p6).  Yes, the ship had nearly put out; the captain had 
been ashore getting clearance papers, but the arrival of the 
boarding party had put paid to that. Perhaps, if this had been 
true, it might have been a less problematical result, because, 

secondly, with the arrest, the local authorities were suddenly 
faced with the question of what to do with their prize; 
and remember, nobody in Hobart really had much, if any, 
experience of war. Should the ship be provisioned and sent on 
its way to the nearest neutral port? That was not an unheard-of 
practice in those days. What was destined to become the Great 
War was only a few days old, and the concept of honourable 
warfare had not been sullied by what was to follow over the 
next four years. Perhaps it would be better to first see what 
the German Government intended to do with any allied ships 
they had caught in their ports at the outbreak. So Oberhausen 
sat in the Derwent in limbo for several days, until the Germans 
aggressively solved that particular dilemma. By 1915, the ship 
had been taken into the Australian Commonwealth Line as 
the SS Booral, and continued trading through the war, and 
until 1926. It was then sold to Greece, renamed twice more, 
and was stranded and scrapped in 1930.

But, in 1914, what was to be done with the ship’s complement 
of thirty-three? Well, Captain Meier and his ten officers were 
no problem; being gentlemen they could be paroled, implying 
some sort of lesser supervision than formal internment. 
Their comforts needed to be looked after, so a steward and 
a cook were obligingly paroled as well! That left twenty. They 
were sent to Triffits Peninsula, today the site of Cadbury’s 
factory, and were soon engaged in fruit picking at Glenorchy. 
However, as Rona notes, this was a bit close for comfort, and 
several other possibilities were canvassed including sending 
them to the Tasman Peninsula to clear land. After forty-odd 
years, the Peninsula could perhaps again be used as a place of 
internment. In the end of course, they were sent to the Barnes 
Bay Quarantine Station where they felled timber, and cleared 
land. After all they had come to Tasmania seeking timber.

And thirdly, in a final amusing twist of irony, in a court case 
in December 1921 concerning claims for compensation for 
losses incurred by parties in the drama, counsel representing 
the Huon Timber Company and Millar’s Timber and Trading 
Company was none other than Mr Russell Young (The Mercury, 
14 December 1921, p8. Also Daily Commercial News & Shipping 
List, 16 December 1921, p4).

Russell Young was a highly-respected identity around Hobart 
for many years afterwards, and a leading barrister and 
solicitor, as well as yachtsman. My late uncle Balfour Reid was 
married to Janet, one of his twin daughters, and I remember 
meeting him as a boy; my memory is of a very dapper man 
with a distinctive white goatee beard.

Scott Clennett, November 2014

Editor’s Note: The Harbourmaster’s Log at TAHO (in State Library) may give 

exact date of arrival at Hobart.
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Shipwrights Arms Hotel
(Established 1846)

29 Trumpeter Street, Battery Point
Phone: 03 6223 5551

Situated in the heart of historic Battery Point,
“Shippies” is lined with a unique collection

of Tasmania’s past, both maritime and historical

A traditional old English corner pub,
filled with history, tradition, and pride

including photographs of every ‘Sydney to Hobart’ winner

Adrienne Daly (Licensee)

book review
SAIL & STEAM: TRADING  
VESSELS  TO GEORGES BAY,  
1833-1958 
by Garry Richardson. Fires  
Images and Publishing,  
St Helens, 2014 

Sail & Steam is noted local historian 
Garry Richardson’s second book 
in his Portland Municipality series 

and tells the fascinating story of the small shallow-draft ships 
manned by hardy seafarers that were the lifeblood of North 
East Tasmanian communities before roads were built to serve 
the area.

The book follows the chronology of shipping arrivals 
providing extensive specifications, copies of documents, 
contemporaneous narratives and images. The very first vessel 
recorded as taking stores to Georges Bay was the wooden 
paddle steamer Governor Arthur in June 1833 although almost 
all the coastal traders to Georges Bay in the 19th century were 
sailing vessels.

The trials and tribulations of the hardy seamen who manned 
the small ships is revealed in the text and Richardson illustrates 
his work with extensive use of historic photographs. The book 
is well indexed and the design and layout by Kent Whitmore of 
Forty South Publishing complements the author’s meticulous 
research and historic detail.

Part One of the book covers the vessels that worked in the 
nineteenth century and Part Two records twentieth century 
Georges Bay arrivals. In the early days the trade usually 
consisted of shipping in stores and passengers and sailing with 
timber or tin concentrate from the hinterland. In recounting 
the stories the book not only covers the direct association of 
each vessel with the area but also its history and that of the 
seafarers that sailed aboard.

In Part Three, Richardson gives a detailed account of two 
important vessels built in St Helens. The first, the 1943 auxiliary 
ketch Arga, was requisitioned prior to completion to serve 
as an Army supply vessel in the Pacific. After World War 2 the 

ketch was sold and renamed Leederry becoming well-known 
in the Bass Strait trade. The second St Helens-built vessel is the 
1947 auxiliary schooner Argonaut II.

The chapter embracing the history and hazards of the 
notorious St Helens Barway provides an insight into problems 
of navigation in the area. While Georges Bay offers one of the 
safest anchorages on the East Coast the entrance over the 
Barway makes it perilous to reach in certain weather conditions. 
The narrative, accompanied by excellent illustrations, tells of 
the efforts to create a safer entrance.

Every Tasmanian with an interest in seafaring and history will 
be fascinated by Sail and Steam: Trading Vessels to Georges Bay. 
It is a worthy addition to the maritime literature of Tasmania.

by Clio

Clio was one of the nine Muses in Greek 

mythology, the Muse of History, and 

is – appropriately for a reviewer – often 

depicted with scrolls or a pile of books. 

This book is available in  

Rolph’s Nautical Gift and  
Book Shop at the Museum.

The screw steamer Amy aground on the St Helens Barway.

JACK BELTANE

BRUCE CAWLEY

ANTHONY COEN

PETER SCANNELL

DAVE WOOT TON

N & R BARRET T

PROF. P QUILT Y AM

TOBY WATERS

We welcome  
new members: 

We acknowledge with thanks 
generous donations from:

new members
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by Stefan Petrow

PRESERVING TASMANIA’S MARITIME PAST
The Origins of the Maritime Museum of Tasmania

As an island State, Tasmania has a rich maritime history. Hobart, with one of the best harbours 

in the world, was Australia’s second port and from the early nineteenth century became a port 

of call for whaling and sealing ships and a centre for shipbuilding. But it was not really until 

1931, when the Shiplovers’ Society of Tasmania was formed, that a serious effort was made to 

preserve and document that rich heritage.

Bringing together people who made their living from maritime 
pursuits and who were interested in Tasmanian history, the 
Shiplovers’ Society sponsored the writing of histories on 
nautical subjects and commemorated historical figures and 
famous ships in memorials, models, and public lectures. The 
Society also collected memorabilia, which laid the foundations 
for the current Maritime Museum of Tasmania. This short article 
will discuss the formation of the Shiplovers’ Society in 1931 and 
focus on its role, and the role of leading members, in collecting 
maritime artifacts from the past. 

Henry W Wilson, who worked for shipping firms, decided 
to form a Shiplovers’ Society of Tasmania after reading, in 
the Nautical Magazine, a report of the Shiplovers’ League in 

Harry O’May, a well-known ferryman and budding maritime 
historian, who was already a member of the Victorian branch, 
for help and he gave his whole-hearted energy and enthusiasm.

At meetings in June and July 1931 the Society, drawing on 
the rules and objects of similar societies around the world, 
decided on three aims. The first was to foster and promote 
an interest in the history and theory of ships and the sea. This 
aim was furthered by giving numerous lectures and talks to 
schools, societies, and clubs on Tasmania’s early maritime 
history and shipbuilding pioneers. The second aim was to 
help in the study, collection, and preservation of maritime 
records, picture books, relics and models. Here the Society 
was strikingly successful and received so many donations 
that it quickly ran out of space to house them. The third aim 
was to hold regular meetings of those interested in maritime 
history. Many of these were held in the first thirty years of its 
existence and talks, lantern slides, musical items and chanties 
kept members entertained. 

More broadly, the Society sought to encourage in Australian 
minds and in the hearts of Australian youth the love of the sea and 
its famous old-time traditions. The inaugural president of the 
Society, John Kennedy, waxed lyrical about how in the blood of 
Britons is born a love of the sea and ships, and how the ships and 
those who sailed in them have from times immemorial been 
the theme of song and story in the life of our nation. Kennedy 
envisaged collecting and preserving the records of the ships 
and men of the merchant service, who carried the British flag 
into charted and uncharted seas and who made Britain a 
leading nation. When sailing ships are no longer in use, those 
records will be handed down to our descendants to stimulate 
them and lead them on to greater efforts. 

By June 1951 the Society had 207 members and an average 
attendance at meetings of 75 and interest remained strong 
in the 1950s. Members typically had some connection with 
shipping or insurance firms, ship building and repair, harbour 
management or the sea, either for employment or leisure, and 
seemed to have been of an older age group. After key older 
members died off, most notably ferry operator and maritime 
historian Harry O’May in 1962, interest waxed and waned after 
1963 but did not finally fold until around 1996.

In the first three decades the Shiplovers’ Society of Tasmania 
achieved much in terms of building models, writing histories, 
commemorating events, erecting memorials and collecting 
memorabilia. Soon after its formation, the Shiplovers’ Society 
contributed to displays of objects illustrating aspects of 
Tasmania’s history. For example, from 3–10 February 1936 
the Society held a Nautical Exhibition, which displayed 
a large collection of ship models, pictures, and the relics 
of sea-faring. The exhibition was designed to celebrate 
exploits of Tasmanian ships and the men who sailed in them. 
Affectionately remembering the great days of sail and of 
tall ships, the exhibition presented a pictorial record of the 
maritime past. In all the exhibition displayed 134 models, 193 
pictures and photographs, 118 relics and records, 45 articles 
associated with sea-faring and 16 special exhibits loaned by 

London. Soon after he heard local history enthusiast and 
Trustee of the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Dr William 
Crowther, advocate, in a lecture to the Field Naturalists’ Society 
on old Tasmanian ships, the need for a maritime section of the 
museum. Wilson’s suggestion to form a Shiplovers’ Society in 
Hobart was warmly supported by those present. Wilson later 
attended a meeting of the first Shiplovers’ Society of Victoria, 
the first formed in Australia in 1930, and on his return decided 
to form a Tasmanian branch. At a preliminary meeting in May 
1931, Wilson explained the work of these other bodies and read 
a letter of support from the maritime journalist Frank C Bowen, 
the originator of the movement in London in 1927. When Wilson 
decided to establish the Shiplovers’ Society, he called first on 

Promotional material for the Shiplovers’ Society exhibition at the Hobart Town Hall, February 1936.                                      Photo: MMT Collection

shipping companies. Attracting 2650 visitors, the exhibition 
raised £90 18s 9d for the publication fund.

As the Nautical Exhibition demonstrated, the Society quickly 
accumulated a sizable collection of pictures, photographs, 
nautical books, relics and records, which were displayed in the 
nautical section of the Tasmanian Museum and at the Society’s 
room at Westella. The Society received a range of charts, 
pictures, log books, ornaments, figureheads, flags, models, 
poles, swords, pistols, and telescopes. O’May noted that the 
Shiplovers’ Society of Tasmania was different from others 
elsewhere. They did not seek merely to obtain details of a few 
of the old clipper type, but to collect all the history, logs, records 
and books of Tasmanian vessels and place them in the museum.

As the donations grew in the 1930s, some enthusiasts 
recommended that a Nautical Museum be established as a 
memorial to King George V, who had been a sailor and lover of all 
things nautical. A separate building was beyond the resources 
of the Society and government money was not forthcoming. A 
proposal to house the collection in the Lady Franklin Museum 
was considered not to be practical. Instead, the Society lobbied 
for more space at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery. The 
museum Director, Dr Joseph Pearson, whose research interests 
included the biology of whales and dolphins, was sympathetic 
and did his best to allocate more space, but said more 
permanent arrangements rested on government approval for 
an extension to the museum building. 

(Continued on next page)
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In 1947 the Society persuaded Pearson to find room to 
display—not store—Alexander McGregor’s valuable and 
unique collection of whaling implements or risk it being lost to 
the state. McGregor, a wealthy shipowner and merchant, had 
built up a whaling fleet numbering eight ships by 1857. The 
solution to the Society’s space problems was temporarily eased 
by maintaining a room at the Narryna Folk Museum at Battery 
Point sometime after it was opened in 1957. The Shiplovers’ 
room contained memorabilia relating to Tasmania’s maritime 
history. These included old ships’ logs and papers, whaling 
equipment and other relics that underlined Hobart’s central 
role in the international whaling industry.

A notable development occurred in December 1974 when 
the Maritime Museum was opened in the old stone building 
behind St George’s Church in Battery Point. The latter was an 
appropriate venue as the church was known as the Mariner’s 
Church. Members of the Shiplovers’ Society participated in the 
annual Trafalgar Day Mariner’s Service there and the Society 
loaned nautical gear and models, and carried house flags at 
the service. From around 1983 the collection was housed in the 
larger Secheron House in Battery Point before it was moved to 
the Carnegie Building near Constitution Dock in 1999, where it 
remains today.

In addition to collecting objects suitable for a museum, from 
its inception the Society also collected records of various kinds 
and appealed to members to pass on old documents to the 

Society rather than throw them away. The valuable collection 
of ships’ log books and other shipping papers had grown 
considerably by 1960 when a number, some dating back to the 
1790s, were given to the Tasmanian State Archives for future 
use by researchers. The records were used by historians and 
others interested in subjects such as whaling and Antarctica, 
and were supplemented in 1966 with another donation of log 
books.

The Shiplovers’ Society played a seminal role in developing a 
maritime historical consciousness in Hobart. It succeeded in 
generating public and governmental interest in its historical 
mission and did much to uncover and publicise in different 
ways Tasmania’s maritime past. It reminded Tasmanians of the 
skill of shipbuilders and sea captains and of the contribution to 
the economy of maritime enterprises. Above all, the Shiplovers’ 
Society kept the memory of the past alive in the public mind 
and preserved the relics of the past before maritime traditions 
disappeared forever. These relics laid the foundations for the 
modern Maritime Museum of Tasmania.

Principal Sources Consulted
Denny, C. “Tasmanian treasures: Maritime Museum of Tasmania.” 

Signals 104 (2013): 48-53.

Petrow, S. “In Memory of Ships: The Shiplovers’ Society of Tasmania 

1931-1961.” The Great Circle: Journal of the Australian Association for 

Maritime History 29 (2007): 29-43.

The Mercury on Trove.

Venue:          Schoolhouse Gallery, Rosny Farm, Rosny Hill Road
Dates:           December 19 – January 25
Contact:        6245 8784

On Sunday 5 January 1975 the bulk carrier Lake Illawarra 
collided with the Tasman Bridge. Two piers collapsed and a 
long section of road decking fell into the Derwent River along 
with five cars on the bridge. Five people died whilst several 
others managed to escape from two vehicles which teetered 
on the edge. Seven crewmen from Lake Illawarra also perished.

The impact of the bridge collapse was immediately felt 
as Hobart was cut in two. Eastern Shore residents were 
profoundly affected; transport facilities were pushed to the 
limit, and to further compound the disaster, most hospitals, 
schools, businesses and government offices were located on 
the Western Shore.

Clarence City Council will be re-running its immensely popular 
exhibition through January to commemorate the 40th 
anniversary of the disaster. The exhibition explores the personal 
stories related to the bridge disaster and its importance in the 
development of the Eastern Shore through the use of oral 

history recordings, photographs, archival film footage and 
artefacts from Lake Illawarra, including objects on loan from 
the Maritime Museum of Tasmania.

Arctic: Vibrant and Thriving, along with a free public film 
screening, and ‘Study in Canada’ information evening for high 
school students and their parents. 

The bilingual exhibition Canada’s Arctic: Vibrant and Thriving 
features contemporary photographs of the Canadian Arctic 
gives a brief glimpse into the lives of Northerners, and offers 
perspectives on the environment and activities that help shape 
and influence this vibrant region.

Canada’s North is a region as vast as it is diverse. Modern 
conveniences exist alongside thriving traditional cultures 
in a region that faces both challenges and opportunities. 
As possibilities emerge to develop the region’s rich natural 
resources, Canada’s North is poised for an unprecedented 
economic boom. Careful planning, however, will be necessary 
to achieve economic and environmental sustainability.

Canada’s Arctic: Vibrant and Thriving is a travelling exhibition 
of Canadian Geographic photographs developed by the 
Royal Canadian Geographical Society in partnership with the 
Government of Canada Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade 
and Development. 

This exhibition is to be presented in Hobart at the Institute for 
Marine and Antarctic Studies at the University of Tasmania by 
the High Commission of Canada, Canberra, in February 2015. 

For more information, please contact 
CNBRAPUBLICAFFAIRS@international.gc.ca 

EXHIBITIONS
A CITY DIVIDED – THE TASMAN BRIDGE DISASTER

CANADA DOWN UNDER

Clockwise from top: 
Hudson’s Bay Co.                                  Photo: Michelle Valberg 
Inukshuk                                                   Photo: Michelle Valberg  
Smiling Children                                      Photo : Chris Sampson   

Tasman Bridge 1975.     Photo: Tasmanian Archive and Heritage Office NP135920

100 Burnett St, North Hobart. Ph. 62346219 . Traditional Pub . Good Food . Good Beer

The High Commission of Canada in Canberra is bringing “Canada 
Down Under” to Hobart, in February, 2015, for a series of special 
events including the display of photographic exhibition Canada’s 



12 | Maritime Times of Tasmania Summer 2014 Maritime Times of Tasmania Summer 2014 | 13

OPPORTUNITIES

One respected Australian dictionary defines museum as ‘a 
building used for storing or exhibiting objects of historical, 
scientific or cultural interest’.* Too simple! Modern museums 
are far more than storage buildings. Museums exist to present 
and preserve stories of the past, to entertain, to undertake 
research and to participate in education in a manner that 
identifies with contemporary social development. The 
dictionary definition fails to consider the above-mentioned 
objectives.

The challenge for the Maritime Museum is to continue to 
meet the objectives within the constraints of limited financial 
and human resources. Future strategies involve adapting to a 
younger digital generation used to super connectivity, virtual 
reality, multi-tasking and an overload of information sources. 
As a consequence the economic security of the Museum will 
depend on the institution remaining relevant to our society 
and to community needs.

Is it too hard to adapt to the age of information overload? 
Do museums have to reconfigure their displays into a games 
arcade of colour and movement? The answer to both questions 

is probably ‘no’. The rapid growth of the internet offers on-line 
users a wealth of knowledge concerning many subjects both 
contemporary and historic. This does not necessarily mean 
that people will turn their backs on museums – conversely, it 
may cause a renewed appreciation of the quiet contemplation 
of real objects properly displayed and interpreted.

There are many tools from the virtual world that can be 
used to improve interpretation and create a ‘wow factor’ 
in exhibitions without taking anything away from the real 
collection. In addition, the important role of the internet and 
social media in present day communication must be utilised to 
the museum’s advantage. If museology ignores these modern 
tools the museum sector will be left without an audience.

The measure of a good museum should not be the size of its 
building or the extent of the collection. The way collections are 
used and made available provides the best measure of success. 
A recent visit to the Jersey Maritime Museum demonstrated 
a modern approach that captivated younger audiences. 
Visitors were seen to be absorbed in interactive exhibits that 
allowed them to feel the force of a gale, understand the tides, 

learn how to design and float a ship, immerse themselves in 
songs and stories of the sea, all without devaluing the more 
traditional artefacts on display.

Museums Australia states that a museum is an institution 
that ‘helps people understand the world by using objects and 
ideas to interpret the past and present and explore the future’.
The inference is that museums need to exhibit artefacts in 
an enlightening manner that relates our past heritage to life 
today and to our future expectations.

Here in the island state of Tasmania maritime trade is 
particularly important. Sea freight, tourist shipping, 
shipbuilding, polar services, fishing, aquaculture, maritime 
education and leisure boating all contribute significantly to 
the state’s economy. The Museum needs to continue to collect 
judiciously in order to preserve and interpret these ever-
changing maritime activities. Entrance fees are the primary 
source of funding and the consequence of ignoring visitor 
numbers would be insolvency. The Museum must embrace its 
role as entertainer to the many people who come to Hobart in 
order to ensure its viability.

In recent years there have been many suggestions as to the 
appropriate location for the Museum. The latest suggestion 
was for a move to the Macquarie Point development area 
but it neglects the fact that plans for the project are far from 
resolved. Other suggestions ranged from Huon Quays on 
the Domain to the former Battery Point shipyards, Franklin 
waterfront and various Sullivans Cove wharf buildings. 
None of the suggestions would guarantee the success of 
the Museum. The emphasis should be placed on optimising 
the worth of the current location.The Carnegie Building may 
not have everything the Museum wants but its excellent 
site adjacent to Constitution Dock and the Port of Hobart 

is convenient and accessible to pedestrian traffic. Success 
or failure will depend more than anything else on how the 
building and the collection it houses are utilised.

The Maritime Museum’s vision is to be identified as Tasmania’s 
leading maritime museum and maritime heritage resource 
centre integral to Hobart’s waterfront activity and recognised 
as such by the Tasmanian community. The Museum’s effort to 
achieve its goals and its ongoing relationships with diverse 
maritime organisations, public groups, government and its 
audience will determine whether or not the foregoing vision 
remains fulfilled in years to come.

* Moore, Bruce (editor), The Australian Concise Oxford 
Dictionary, Fourth Edition, Melbourne 2004.

 

The word museum originated from the Ancient Greek 

mouseion, ‘seat of the Muses’. In Greek mythology 

the Muses were the nine goddesses, the daughters of 

Zeus and Mnemosyne, who, amongst other attributes, 

were a source of inspiration for creativity.

The Maritime Museum has endured forty years of restricted space but the future is bright. 

Completion of lift access to the Carnegie Gallery in 2015 will offer new opportunities for 

exhibitions and public gatherings for a variety of events. The Museum proposes to maintain 

the gallery as an adaptable area for display of the collection and for engagement with the 

community. The planning process raises the question – what future is envisaged for museums?

by Colin Denny

The nine Muses  (in alphabetical order) were: Calliope, Clio, Euterpe, Erato, Melpomene, Polyhymnia, Terpsichore, Thalia and Urania. 

Film audience seated in the Carnegie Gallery, then State Library of Tasmania 
c.1940.               Photo: Tasmanian Archive and Heritage Office 

The Maritime Museum’s exhibition of surfboards in the Carnegie Gallery, 
2013.                  Photo: MMT Collection 

The Maritime Museum beyond forty years
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MY LIFETIME INTEREST IN SHIPS

by David Cooper

My second memory from the same trip is riding on the outside 
seat of a cable tram in Melbourne. I had a reminder of that 
experience of nearly 80 years ago when staying at Hamilton 
in Victoria’s Western District in 2012. With my wife Peggy I 
drove 70 km from Hamilton to Portland as I wanted to see the 
port and any ships that were there. The first thing we noticed 
on reaching the town was an historic Melbourne cable tram 
running on tram tracks (powered by an electric motor instead 
of being drawn by a cable) which the local City Council operates 
as a tourist attraction. We stopped at its terminus and chatted 
with the motorman and his conductor while I sat on the same 
outside seat as I remembered about 80 years ago. Apart from 
the tram experience the visit was worthwhile as there were two 
bulkers at their berths in the port, one loading logs, the other 
at the bulk loader.

I was born and raised in Hobart and have early memories of 
ships when farewelling family and friends from the upper deck 
of the port’s Ocean Pier in the late 1930s. We threw streamers 
to those departing on the ship which was great fun, especially 
when they caught them. They held them until the streamers 

broke as the ship moved away. I have memories of Orient liners 
and on one occasion the P&O ship Narkunda, which had three 
funnels and obviously impressed me.

I have a family history of grandparents, parents, uncles and 
aunts travelling by sea overseas and on the Australian coast. 
Some kept diaries of their voyages. My Grandad Cooper came 
from England to Australia for Cadbury in 1888 on the Orient 
liner Austral and I have a copy of his voyage diary. His elder 
brother had come on Orient Line’s Sorata in about 1881. My 
mother’s family emigrated from England to Tasmania on the 
liner Orient in 1894.  Peggy’s mother came with her parents 
on the maiden voyage of Blue Funnel’s Nestor in 1913 and 
her father emigrated with his family on Jervis Bay in 1923. My 
father made voyages to and from England as a trainee with 
Cadbury in the 1920s, with many stories to tell, travelling on 
Canadian Australasian’s Niagara across the Pacific, Canadian 
Pacific’s Metagama across the Atlantic and returning via Suez 
on Orient Line’s first Orsova in 1924. My father and mother first 
met on a voyage to England on P&O’s Maloja in 1928, obviously 
a lasting shipboard romance, and both returned to Australia 

My very first memory is being on board a ship, SS Taroona, with my parents crossing Bass Strait to 

Melbourne to stay with my Grandad Cooper in about 1935.  I wasn’t allowed to ride my little tricycle 

around the deck and I made a huge fuss!  In hindsight perhaps my parents were right!

the following year on Nestor via Cape Town, a voyage recorded 
in a diary kept by my mother. My mother’s father and brother 
travelled the world by sea as buyers for the former Sydney 
department store Mark Foys and they sent me postcards of 
the ships they travelled on, such as the English Channel ferries 
Paris and Zealand and the trans-Pacific Matson Line’s Mariposa, 
which became the basis of my large ship postcard collection. I 
have photo albums of the family’s many travels. As a small boy 
I had a fleet of Dinky toy models of some of the world’s great 
liners and I had them travelling over the carpets at home. Ships 
had become important in my life.

I recall travelling with my mother on Huddart Parker’s Zealandia 
from Hobart to Sydney in 1938. One of my outstanding 
memories is from 1942 when my mother sent me up our Lord 
Street hill to a grocer shop. From the top of the hill, in what is 
now Dynnyrne, I looked back to see a great grey ship coming 
up the Derwent River escorted by a destroyer. It was the 
Queen Mary and I was in awe. Over the next couple of years 
we in Hobart were to see many of the world’s biggest liners in 
the river. I was not to know that years later I would cross the 
Atlantic on Queen Mary.

In 1942 I moved with my parents and young sister to live on 
Cadbury’s Point at Claremont to be near my father’s work. The 
following year I started at Hobart High School and travelled 
each day by train and trolley bus to school. An interest in ships 
had to be put aside but by WW2’s end in 1945 I was taking an 
interest in the ships in Hobart once again. Sometimes after 
school I would go to see the ships in port which was near the 
railway station and began to sketch some of the interesting 
ones. I had a sketch book for the purpose but very regrettably 
it was lost, i.e. tossed out, in a house move a few years later 
when I was overseas. It would have been invaluable now. But 
sketching was a slow way to record ships so I saved pocket 
money and bought a box camera at Ash Bester’s for a pound 
which produced the start of my now large photo collection. To 
check on future ship arrivals I occasionally went up the stairs 
at Webster’s shipping agency in Liverpool Street to consult 
the ‘Daily Commercial News’ kept on a stand. At weekends I 
sometimes I rode my bike to the city with my camera to take 
photographs of the ships. In those years shiplovers could walk 
anywhere on the wharves and sometimes onto the ships. 
A watchman at the top of the gangway never minded if I 
wandered around the decks. A special thrill on one occasion 
was boarding the windjammer Lawhill which had brought 
cocoa beans from West Africa for Cadbury.

Life took another turn in 1949 when I started work in the office 
at Cadbury, Claremont. Visits to the wharves became confined 
to the bike rides on some weekends and on Sundays when the 
family went to church in Hobart. A drive home via the wharves 
often followed as my father also took an interest in the ships. 
My work at Cadbury occasionally provided opportunities to 
be among the ships when I was temporarily transferred for a 
week or two at a time relieving at the Company’s city office 
where one of the regular duties was delivering Bills of Lading to 
shipping companys’ offices at the wharves covering shipments 
of products interstate. Goulburn (Huddart Parker), Talune (USS 
Co), Karuah, and the Holyman ships and others were familiar 

sights in the 1950s. In 1951 the family moved back to Hobart 
to live in Alt-na-Craig Avenue in New Town. I commuted to 
Cadbury each day by tram and train but at least the wharves 
were closer to home.

The next big event in my shipping life followed a decision that 
I transfer for a year to the Company’s principal factory and HQ 
at Bournville, Birmingham, England. Coopers had worked for 
periods at Cadbury at Bournville since the 1870s and I was to be 
no exception! I thought it was a good idea too! So, in February 
1953 I sailed for England on the old P&O liner Chitral on her 
last voyage before going to the breakers at Dalmuir, Scotland. 
It was a great thrill to see the world away from home and 
Australia, though quite a steep learning curve. After leaving 
Melbourne the ship called at Adelaide, then Fremantle to load 
cargo, Colombo (my first foreign port), Aden and Suez where 
I left the ship in the early morning for a Cooks Tour by car to 
Cairo to experience its fabulous sights, and then by train to Port 
Said where I reboarded the ship at midnight. Rough seas in the 
Eastern Mediterranean swept the decks before Chitral passed 
through the Straits of Messina. It passed the active volcano 
Stromboli, and through the Strait of Bonifacio between Sardinia 
and Corsica before reaching Marseilles where my High School 
French was put to a reality test. Passing along the Spanish coast 
I saw the snow capped Sierra Nevada mountains before Chitral 
came close to Gibraltar where she received a gun salute and 
RAF planes swept low overhead to honour its long service. 
The Bay of Biscay was a surprise flat calm. We were in a busy 
shipping lane and it was a thrill when the P&O liner Chusan 
from the Far East, with the P&O Chairman on board, passed us 
at speed and signals of salute were conveyed to Chitral which 
was soon left far behind.   The voyage to England should have 
taken just over 4 weeks but a major engine breakdown off Aden 
had slowed Chitral and extended the journey to six weeks! As 
Chusan had occupied our berth at Tilbury we anchored off the 
Thames Estuary for another night surrounded by many other 
ships. Fog had settled and fog horns sounded around us. Next 
morning when the fog lifted I saw the important world figure 
Marshall Tito of Yugoslavia as he sped by on an escorted launch 
and our passengers exchanged waves with him. The eventual 
arrival at Tilbury was indeed a thrill. I had photographed ships 
in every port and the photos are still in my collection.

Birmingham is about as far from the sea as one can be but, during 
my 12 months in England, there were many opportunities 
to see and photograph ships and ferries as I worked at other 
Cadbury operations, travelled around the country, went by ferry 
along the Thames and rode the overhead railway at Liverpool 
Docks. During holiday breaks I crossed the Channel to Ostend, 
travelled by paddle steamer along the Rhine River and crossed 
the Irish Sea to Dublin. Photos taken are a valuable part of my 
collection and are now a historic record.

I left England in March 1954 and crossed the Atlantic on the 
Queen Mary from Southampton to Halifax NS ,Canada, as New 
York was closed by a dock strike. Much of the voyage was very 
rough as the great ship ploughed through a North Atlantic 
gale. I was travelling amidships Tourist class for which deck 
space was up by the funnels. During the gale I went up on 
deck to see the spray coming over the funnels! The old QM 

 TSS Nestor alongside Queen’s Pier, April 1950                        Photo: Craike Collection, MMT
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wasn’t a wonderful ‘sea boat’ and she pitched heavily so one  
had to hang on! Passengers were taken in two long steam trains 
from Halifax to New York taking two days so it was another 
delayed arrival.

I travelled extensively across USA and Canada, staying with family 
and church friends until I caught the Orient Liner Oronsay at San 
Francisco for the voyage home across the Pacific Ocean. The 
ship stopped at Honolulu, Suva and Auckland before arriving in 
Sydney in mid-June 1954. My slides taken then of ships in Sydney 
Harbour are now of much interest, and those of the Sydney city 
skyline of particular interest, to Sydney people.

Life at home and work at Cadbury resumed following my return 
from overseas, and in addition I was studying for Accountancy 
qualifications. Purchase of my own car provided more convenient 
wheels than the bicycle and ship photography provided a 
relaxing ‘outside’ interest. I had met Peggy and we were married 
in 1958. Peggy and I bought a house in East Moonah and the years 
from then on were largely dedicated to domestic matters, work 
at Cadbury, some social activity and evening study. The evening 
study finally ceased in about 1964 when I had qualified both 
as an Accountant and Company Secretary. Ship photography 
remained a relaxing interest. By then our two children were part 
of the family and a few of my ship slides from then on show the 
family at the wharves with shipping backgrounds! In late 1964 
we moved to a new house at Berriedale which was nearer to 
work and had suitable schools nearby, and views over the river.

The next big change in our lives came in 1970 when I resigned 
my job as Secretary of the Company’s pension fund and went 
to work for the Electrolytic Zinc Company (EZ) which had a 
large zinc smelter at Risdon, Hobart, and whose Head Office 
was in Melbourne. My new job, as Secretary responsible for the 
administration of the Company’s Staff superannuation funds, 
was located at the Melbourne Head Office.  Our family moved 
to Melbourne and we bought a house in Mount Waverley from 
where I commuted to the city by train. My interest in ships had 
to be in abeyance for some years as we lived and worked far 
from wharves and docks, and my career, local activities and the 
childrens’ education kept us otherwise busy. Occasionally we 
would drive to the Melbourne Docks and see some ships, and 
as my job and an annual holiday took me interstate and back 
to Tasmania from time to time I was able to continue some 
interesting ship photography. In fact my interest in ships grew 
and I started my small library of shipping reference books at  
that time.

In 1984 the EZ Company merged with the North Broken Hill 
Mining group and I was one of six EZ Staff who were transferred 
to ‘North’ and moved from EZ’s Lonsdale St offices to the 32nd 
Floor of Collins Wales House in the financial hub of Collins St. My 
office commanded a vast view over the city and from a nearby 
staff office I could see the Docks.

Predictably following the company merger, an opportunity for 
voluntary early retirement arose in 1986 with favourable financial 
benefits. My application was initially rejected but, after I had paid 
several hundred EZ employees out of the superannuation funds, 
my wish to retire early was granted. I retired at age 55 in May 
1986. Since then, ships have been one of my retirement interests. 
Peggy and I eventually decided to return to Tasmania to live in 
Wynyard where, in April 1987, we had a new house built.

In 1988 I joined the local Burnie Branch of the World Ship Society 
and have played an active role initially via photography, and later 
since the retirement of its President in 2009, as Branch President. 
In due course I became a full member of the parent World Ship 
Society of the UK and have enjoyed its many benefits including 
contacts with members across the world, information about 
ships, and its publications.  While in the UK in May 2011 I had 
the great pleasure, with Peggy and daughter Jill, of crossing to 
Ireland where I attended the Society’s Annual General Meeting 
in Cobh and participated in its associated activities. Visits to 
Branches in Hobart, Sydney and Melbourne in Australia, and 
Manchester in England, have brought lasting friendships.

When travelling overseas to visit Jill in the UK we have taken 
opportunities to enjoy harbour cruises during stopovers in cities 
on the way. They are a relaxing and pleasant way to see the sights 
and I can photograph the ships in port. Harbour cruises have 
enabled us to see some great ports such as Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Shanghai in Asia, the Baltic ports of Oslo, Copenhagen and 
Helsinki, the American ports of Seattle and San Francisco, Cape 
Town in South Africa, and Rotterdam and the Thames in Europe. 

Apart from these cruises we have visited some large and small 
ports and maritime museums around the UK coast and in other 
countries, resulting in greater knowledge and photographs of 
some very interesting vessels, but I continue to find it amazing 
and gratifying that those black and white photographs and slides, 
taken with casual interest back in the late 1940s and 1950s and 
later, have now proved to be of considerable historical interest 
and use, some for publication, over 60 years later.

Ships have been indeed good to me.

by Anna Lucas

FIS ENDEAVOUR
Lost in the Southern Ocean, December 1914

Situated halfway between Tasmania and Antarctica, Macquarie 
Island is a fascinating place. It is the emergent peak of a 
submerged ridge, formed by the uplift of the ocean floor when 
two of the earth’s tectonic plates collided. This long ridge runs 
from seas near New Zealand angling south-westwards towards 
Antarctica. In 1914, the rocky shores and surrounding waters of 
Macquarie Island had been only partially charted, and several 
ships, including SS Kakanui, the ketch Gratitude, and schooners 
Jessie Niccol and Clyde had been wrecked there.

Why was FIS Endeavour sent to Macquarie Island?

One consequence of the declaration of war in 1914, and the 
commitment of the Australian government to send troops and 
horses to war zones, was the requisitioning of suitable ships. 
When a changeover of staff stationed on Macquarie Island was 
to be effected, fewer ships were available; the Meteorological 
Bureau asked if FIS Endeavour could be sent. The Department of 
Trade and Customs presented Endeavour’s captain, George Pim, 
and Director of Commonwealth Fisheries, Harald Dannevig, 
with a list of set questions and called for a report to ascertain 
whether the vessel was suitable for the voyage to Macquarie. 
After receiving this report, the Minister for Trade and Customs 
gave approval, unless of course the vessel was requestioned by 
Naval Authorities. 

The ship’s disappearance and the search

FIS Endeavour (331 tons) had an overall length of 134 feet 9 inches, 
and a beam of 23 feet. The ship’s design was based on plans and 
specifications of a Norwegian research vessel, the trawler Michael 
Sars, which had a proven record in the northern Atlantic Ocean. 
Its construction in Sydney was supervised by naval architects, 
Walter Reeks and Andrew Christie, and Dannevig had approved 
minor modifications. With a background in marine science, 
Norwegian-born Dannevig had arrived in Australia in 1902 at 
the invitation of the Agent-General for New South Wales, and 
was appointed to the Fisheries directorship in 1908. An active 
researcher, he was onboard when Endeavour left Hobart on 24 
November 1914. Also onboard were Arthur Tulloch, who was 
to replace meteorologist Harold Power on Macquarie Island, 
the captain, and 18 officers and crew, including Tasmanian 
biologist and artist Charles Harrisson, who had been a member 
of Douglas Mawson’s Antarctic expedition.

They arrived at Macquarie Island on 29 November and landed 
provisions. After handing over to Tulloch, Power embarked, 
ready to return to Hobart after his year on the island. On 3 
December, the ship left in a heavy fog, and disappeared. When 
it had not arrived at Hobart after a fortnight, a search was 
arranged. Macquarie Island had been set up as a relay station, 

Launched in Sydney in 1908, FIS Endeavour was purpose-built as a Fisheries Investigation Ship, to 

monitor fish populations and to make oceanographic observations in Australian coastal waters. It 

had a promising future – until it was sent to Macquarie Island in 1914.

FIS Endeavour at Hobart                                                Photo: Baily. MMT Collection

G T PLASTER PTY LTD
For all your plastering needs

11 Katrina Court, Lindisfarne
P: 0409 146 721 (Tony Shearman)

•  New House
•  Renovations
•  Extensions
•  New Ceilings
•  Bathrooms
•  Repairs



18 | Maritime Times of Tasmania Summer 2014 Maritime Times of Tasmania Summer 2014 | 19

and staff made shipping inquiries by wireless. Werribee, 
Grantala and Tutanekai (NZ) were despatched to search the 
area between Macquarie Island, Australia and New Zealand 
until February 1915. Local ships searched from Strahan, and 
around Matsuyker and the southern coastline of Tasmania. 
The men on Macquarie Island continued to look for the ship 
or any debris from it.

Known facts were discussed, theories were presented and 
speculation grew. FIS Endeavour  had no wireless – so no 
communications could be received or sent. It had enough coal 
to make the return journey. If coal did run out, or if engines 
stalled, it had sails to be used in an emergency. The ship had a 
lifeboat and a dinghy, and was equipped with lifebuoys. Had 
it hit rocks or foundered in a gale? Was it blown off-course? 
Was it waiting for rescue? Had it hit an iceberg? In a letter 
to Mawson, Harrisson’s brother wrote, rather pointedly, that 
just prior to the voyage Charles had taken out life insurance, 
which he had not done when sailing to Macquarie Island and 
beyond on SY Aurora. Former captain of SY Aurora, JK Davis, 
who had been trained in oceanographic procedures on FIS 
Endeavour, had signed up for war duties, taking transport 
ships from Australia to the Middle East. He wrote to his 
father: Endeavour has been lost with all hands. C.T. Harrision, 
who was with us, was on board as biologist, and I knew most 
of the others. It is a great pity they attempted this trip as the 
Endeavour was a very small vessel for the seas one gets down 
south of Tasmania.

The official inquiry into the disappearance

When no trace of FIS Endeavour was found, the Prime Minister 
of Australia, Andrew Fisher, requested a public inquiry into 
the ship’s disappearance. The Court of Marine Inquiry was 
held in Melbourne in April and May 1915.

It heard from former ship’s personnel, as well as a naval 
architect and dockhands. Former captain, George Cartwright, 
had no complaint about the ship’s seaworthiness nor its 
equipment; he found the ship could cope well with a head 

sea but was not reliable with a following sea. One engineer 
thought the centre of gravity was too high; another engineer 
spoke of the ship’s rail being under water after waves hit 
from the side. Though it was able to right itself, he felt it was 
unsafe and left the ship. The naval architect defended the 
ship’s design, arguing that the ability to right itself indicated 
stability.

It was agreed that fire was an unlikely contributing factor to 
the loss. The 1912 loss of the liner Titanic was still in the public 
consciousness but, while it was noted that an iceberg had 
been sighted in the search area at 50°S, 154°E, the weather 
was the most probable factor. On 5 December 1914, a gale in 
the area was recorded as a Force 10, with wind from the NW-
W, with hail squalls and tremendous seas.

The Court found that FIS Endeavour was (1) sufficiently 
officered and manned; (2 sufficiently provided for the 
purposes of the proposed voyage with coal, stores and 
provisions; (3) properly provided with life-saving appliances 
and equipment; and (4) had left Melbourne in a well-found 
and sea-worthy condition.                                                                                                                                   

Those who conducted the Inquiry produced an official 
report, now available at the National Archives of Australia, 
but a century later no account has given a satisfactory 
explanation for the disappearance of FIS Endeavour and the 
21 men onboard.   

Further reading

 “Endeavour Launched. Beginning of Big Things.” The Sydney Morning 

Herald, 28 August 1908, p 3. 

“F.I.S. Fisheries Investigation Steamship Endeavour Court of Marine 

Inquiry.” National Archives of Australia. Series No. A5522

Terauds, Aleks and Fiona Stewart. “Subantarctic wilderness 

Macquarie Island.” Crows Nest, NSW. Jacana Books. 2008.

Captain Pim and Harald Dannevig on FIS Endeavour.         Photo: JK Davis Collection Macquarie Island, December 1913.                                   Photo: C. Sandell, SL NSW  
Meteorologist Harold Power (centre). 

Collections form the core of the Maritime 

Museum – followed closely by the Volunteers!

After 40 years, the Museum can boast a varied and impressive 
collection of roughly 1,600 artefacts, 1,400 documents, 3,000 
books and journals, and well over 40,000 photographs. Most were 
donations, with a few bequests, loans and purchases. Only a small 
proportion is on display. However, cyber visitors can view many on 
the eHive website (https://ehive.com), researchers can examine 
items in storage, and visitors will see others in future exhibitions. 
Our artefacts range from tiny items such as pigeon messages on 
flimsy scraps of paper, to our largest item, the Sydney-Hobart 
yacht  Westward. When the Museum was established in 1974, a 
large number of acquisitions came from the Shiplovers’ Society, 
which had rescued outstanding relics of Tasmania’s maritime 
history including: the sternboard of the American whaler Islander, 
a Frederick Garling painting of Flying Fish, photographs of old sea 
captains, and a Tasmanian migrant’s ticket for the fast clipper James 
Baines. We have since received a steady flow of fascinating items 
including very large collections of photographs.

Our most recent acquisition is a model of a backstaff, carefully 
researched and beautifully crafted by Englishman, Graham 
Holden, a retired Master Mariner and Hydrographer. The backstaff, 
used to determine latitude by measuring the altitude of the sun, 
was invented by English captain, John Davis, about 1595. It was a 
major improvement on its predecessor, the cross staff, which was 
often inaccurate due to movement and the need for an observer 
to look directly into the sun. The backstaff, used with the observer’s 
back to the sun, overcame these problems. It was in common use 
until Hadley’s invention of the reflecting quadrant in 1731. Abel 
Tasman probably used a Dutch copy of the instrument called a 
‘Hoekboog’ or ‘angle bow’ when he became the first European to 
sight Tasmania in 1642. (His measurements of latitude recorded 
during this voyage were too accurate to have been made by a 
cross staff.)

Graham Holden gained his early nautical training as a cadet on 
HMS  Conway  in 1955–56. His interest in maritime history and 
his fine woodworking skills lead to his replicating an ancient 
backstaff using authentic timbers. Bob Frost another ‘Conway boy’, 
saw Graham’s first version and thought a similar replica would 
be a wonderful addition to the Museum’s navigation display.  
We agreed!

Graham has crafted for us a beautiful backstaff, made from 
reclaimed mahogany, beechwood and iroko, with all joints glued 
and pegged. It will be on show at the Wooden Boat Festival before 
becoming a fascinating addition to our navigation display, which 
we are planning to redevelop.        (Continued on next page)

notes from the curator
by Rona Hollingsworth

Top: The Maritime Museum’s new backstaff. 
Middle: Graham showing how to use the backstaff.
Bottom: Scribing the backstaff. 
Photos supplied by Graham Holden
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Greetings, from me, John Wadsley, current Maritime  

Heritage Coordinator while Liz Adkins is on maternity leave. 

I started on 20 October, and will be filling this role on a 

part-time basis until July 2015. I normally work Monday to 

Wednesday and one day per fortnight at the TMAG Rosny 

Collection. In my other life I am a self-employed heritage 

consultant with a strong interest in military history. 

At the Maritime Museum I am seeking to reinvigorate the 

Maritime Heritage Organisations of Tasmania (MHOoT) 

collective. This group originally was formed to bring together 

all those museums, boat building organisations, research 

bodies and academic institutions that have an interest in 

maritime heritage. However, in recent times this group has 

waned. So I have started visiting and contacting MHOoT groups 

around Tasmania over the past weeks, as well as talking with 

a number of other groups via the telephone. We are looking 

at holding a regular MHOoT event (at least annually), perhaps 

a one-day seminar/information-sharing event, which is being 

considered for autumn 2015. Use of email, web and/or social 

media for sharing information and research around MHOoT 

members and a new brochure are also being considered. The 

key message I have received from groups thus far is that they 

want MHOoT to be a vehicle for improved communication, 

especially for the smaller organisations that lack resources 

and need to seek assistance or advice from others.

My other roles include co-ordinating the loan and display of 

the MMT travelling exhibitions around the State; coordinating 

involvement with the Australian Wooden Boat Festival, 

and researching the history of the Carnegie Building, in 

preparation for the opening of the new gallery space with the 

installation of a lift next year, as well as helping with general 

research queries and other bits and pieces. 

Looking forward to the next 6 months. (Can I wear a pirate 

costume to work, please??)

Another outstanding and very recent acquisition to our 
collections is a beautiful whalebone and tortoiseshell model 
of a whaleship. This came from the family of seaman and 
maritime enthusiast, Clive Henderson, who gained his ticket 
on both sail and steam in the early 1930s. An old, handwritten 
label describes the model (280 x 190 x 390mm) as follows:

Model of a Whaler – “Elizabeth” of Hobart Town – 1840. 
Made by a French prisoner transported from Canada  
for participating in a mutiny in that colony.

The mutiny presumably refers to uprisings in Canada 
between 1837 and 1838, by rebels wanting greater political 
representation. These occurred in both English speaking 
Upper Canada and in French speaking Lower Canada. At 
that time Upper Canada’s Lieutenant Governor was George 
Arthur who had previously served in Van Diemen’s Land. It 
was his decision to send the rebels to convict settlements 
in Australia. According to some sources English speaking 
prisoners were sent to Tasmania but the French were all sent 
on to NSW. Two French Canadians died while still prisoners; 
the others were repatriated to Canada except for one who 
married and became a farmer in NSW. There were a number of 
whalers named Elizabeth which called in at Hobart, including 
one from Le Havre in France, but none seems to have been 
based in Hobart. Interestingly, a Google search of images of 
whalebone ship models brings up examples made mostly 
by French prisoners of war captured during the Napoleonic 
Wars, perhaps a tradition that influenced the talented maker 
of our charming model. We may never be able to identify him 
but the search is sure to be interesting and enlightening.

high and dry

knot so hard A series by Frank Charles Brown

When researching this particular 

knot I discovered that it is known 

by a number of different names. I’ve 

used the name that seems best to 

describe the knot.

This is not an unheard of occurrence 

and the important thing is that the 

knot is useful in certain circumstances. 

It is bulky and easily checked and so is 

favoured among the climbers, but being 

bulky is more likely to jam in a crevice. 

Due to the amount of contact between 

the two ropes involved, it is considered 

to be a good knot for joining some of 

the more slippery synthetics.

Figure 1. Tie a Figure Eight Knot in the  
Working End of one rope.

Figure 2. Insert the Working End of the second 
rope alongside the Working End of the first rope.

Figure 3. Continue to follow the path of the 
first rope with the second.

Figure 4. Bring the Working End out of the 
knot alongside the Standing Part.

Figure 5. Dress the knot.

No. 33   
A Figure Eight Bend

ANVERS 
Confectionery

•  Chocolate Tasting  •  Viewing  
•  Gardens  •  Cafe and Museum

Indulge yourselves in a Belgian style breakfast in a chocolate factory, 
morning and a�ernoon tea in the old gardens listening to the native birds, 
a fine Tasmanian lunch near a cosy wood heater, stocking up on Tasmania’s 
finest chocolates or just browsing through the chocolate antique display. 
There is ample car and bus parking on site.

Also catering for the quick quality business lunch and corporate presentations in 
our own private room.

The “House of Anvers” is a real chocolate taste sensation. It is located on the Bass Highway between 
Devonport and Latrobe and is open 7am - 7pm, 7 days a week. Phone: (03) 6426 2958 for bookings

For added security a Thumb Knot 

or Double Thumb Knot can be tied 

with the two Working Ends around 

the adjacent Standing Parts.

notes from the curator (cont.)

Model of the whaler Elizabeth.                    Photo: MMT Collection

by John Wadsley
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My memories of food from those days are school dinners 
(State schools in England still offered a daily hot meal to 
all pupils in the early 1970s) and my mum ‘putting the 
vegetables on’ in the pressure cooker to go with the Sunday 
roast. They came out of the pressure cooker a kind of 
greeny-grey colour, in fact very similar to the vegetables 
served at school! One writer has described the food of the 
seventies as ‘simple and evocative’. I’d say ‘well-cooked’. 
Your memories may be different. 

Some dishes popular in the seventies have stood the test 
of time and are still popular, although I haven’t seen Steak 
Tartare on offer anywhere lately. But then, I never saw Steak 
Tartare in the seventies! My mum certainly wouldn’t have 
considered serving anything raw. Unless it was a salad. And 
dad didn’t consider salad a meal. Merely an ‘accompaniment’.

I am probably cheating a bit to say that Coq au Vin is a seventies 

dish, as it has probably been around in various forms for 

centuries. But when I asked around it was one of the dishes 

that people immediately mentioned in association with that 

decade, so here it is. Break out a flagon of red and get to it!

INGREDIENTS:
One whole chicken, cut into 8 pieces, skin removed 

40g (1/4 cup) plain flour seasoned with salt and pepper

A little olive oil for frying

12 French shallots, peeled

1 large carrot, peeled, finely chopped

2 celery sticks, finely chopped 

50g rindless short-cut bacon, finely chopped

3 garlic cloves, thinly sliced

500ml (2 cups) red wine (from a cask)

125ml (1/2 cup) chicken stock

METHOD:
Dust chicken in flour. Shake off excess. Put enough oil in a 
flameproof casserole dish to cover the bottom. Heat over high 
heat. Cook half the chicken for 2 minutes each side or until 
golden. Transfer to a plate. Repeat with remaining chicken.

Reduce heat to medium. Cook shallots, carrot, celery and ba-
con for 5-6 minutes or until soft. Stir in garlic for 1 minute. Add 
chicken, wine and stock. Bring to boil. Cover. Reduce heat to 
low. Cook for 1 hour or until chicken is tender.

Remove chicken. Keep warm. Simmer liquid on high heat for 
10 minutes or until reduced by half. Add chicken. Heat for 2 
minutes.

Serve with mashed potatoes and vegetables of your choice – 
and a flagon of red!

With the 40th Anniversary of the 

Maritime Museum in mind I thought 

a 1970s recipe would be appropriate. 

from the galley

Tasmania’s Sole Jayco Distributor 

Tasmanian owned and operated for over 50 years. We sell, service and repair the 

full range of Jayco Camper Trailers, Pop Tops, Caravans and Motorhomes. 

Come in and see the new 2014 range and get a great deal on a new Jayco today. 

Huge range of pre-owned Campers, Pop Tops, Caravans & Motorhome ready now 

to take you on that next adventure! 

Cnr Amy Street  & Main Road Moonah  

P: 62 322 344     F: 62 734 733   

 W. www.kingcaravans.com.au   E: info@kingcaravans.com.au 

The Lady Nelson
sailing most weekends

& public holidays
(1½ hour duration)

$30 adults | $10 children

Phone 03 6234 3348

www.ladynelson.org.au

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EDITING 

& 
PROOFREADING 

 
Books, Memoirs, Articles, 

Theses, Essays, etc.  
 

Academic and general work, 
text and image editing. 

 
Absolute confidentiality, 

friendly professional advice. 
 
 
 

info@finelinestudios.com.au 

fineline studios 

info@finelinestudios.com.au 

Contact us for a full list of 
prices and availability in 

our next issue. 

Details inside front cover.

WANT TO  
ADVERTISE HERE?

Cruising seventies-style on Westward.                                   Photo: MMT Collection

Individual $30

Family $40

Concessions: $20

Interstate $20

Membership Fees
Categories of membership and annual fees effective each year 1 July to 30 June (including GST)

Overseas $20

Quarterdeck $25 plus $275 donation

Perennial $1000

Once only, or 4 years Quarterdeck membership.




