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Photo: J.W. Beattie. TAHO NS 869/1/38Departure of Troops, Hobart 1914  

The first Tasmanian contingent of troops prepare for the 
departure of HMAT A2 Geelong, 20 October 1914. 

Read more about Hobart’s connection to the first ANZAC fleet on page 12. 
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Maritime Museum of Tasmania
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Cnr Davey & Argyle Sts. 
Hobart, Tasmania

Postal Address: GPO Box 1118, 
Hobart, Tasmania 7001, AUSTRALIA

Phone: (03) 6234 1427 
Fax:  (03) 6234 1419

email: info@maritimetas.org

www.maritimetas.org

Open Daily 9am–5pm 
(except for Good Friday & Christmas Day)

Contributions may be historical or newsworthy 

and with themes reflecting the Museum’s 

mission to promote research into and 

interpretation of Tasmania’s maritime heritage.

They may be short notes, or articles with text 

about 700 -1200 words, accompanied by 

images if possible. Text may be edited and 

publication is at the discretion of the editor.

Ideally contributions will be in a Word 

document, with embedded images and/or 

with separate 300dpi JPEG or TIFF files. We can 

accept legible handwritten articles, with loose 

photographs, which we will copy.

Images should have a caption, be credited to 

the photographer or to the source, and have 

written permission to publish. 

Please submit contributions to The Editor  

at the postal address above or email  

admin@maritimetas.org 

Alternatively you can leave your contribution 

at the front desk of the Museum at the street 

address above. Please remember to include 

your contact details.

Deadline for the next edition is 15 Nov 2014. 

Layout & production:

Ricoh Studio 
Phone: 6210 1200 
studio@tasprint.com.au

New Zealand Schooner Huia

MARITIME TIMES OF TASMANIA WELCOMES ORIGINAL ARTICLES FOR PUBLICATION
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This will be my last report for the ‘Galley Radio’ prior to our 
AGM and the next issue of the Maritime Times. Due to health 
issues, I do not plan to stand for nomination as President 
in November. I retired over seventeen years ago and have 
since been an active volunteer not only at the Museum but 
also with Yachting Australia, Tasmania Yachting Association 
and the Master Mariners Association of Tasmania. Now I call 
it ‘pay back time’ and unfortunately I cannot guarantee to 
fulfil effectively another full term in office. Perhaps I may be 
allowed to return to carrying out research.

Our constitution allows us to nominate officers of the 
Museum, President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer as 
well as three members of the General Committee every year. 
I note from the recent survey of members that ten members 
have expressed an interest in being on the committee. If 
approved by at least three-quarters of the General Committee, 
nomination for President can be made by any member who 
has not been previously on the committee. So here is your 
opportunity to work with, as I have found, a great team which 
includes our dedicated staff. The committee is also supported 
by three nominees: from Government (TMAG); from Hobart 
City Council; and from Tasports. We have always valued their 
help and contribution.

I am happy to say that after a recent meeting with the Hobart 
City Council the prospect of a lift is on the move again. There 
are still a number of processes to go through. We have been 
promised a time line which will help with future planning. 
They indicated we can start work preparing the Carnegie 
Gallery when the existing lease expires and is replaced by a 
10 by 10 year lease on 18 March next year. Work for installing 
the lift could commence shortly after Easter 2015. We have 
something now to work on and we look forward to opening 
up the Museum to more possibilities.

Planning for the Australian Wooden Boat Festival is steaming 
ahead. Every time it becomes bigger and better and is an 
event to look forward to. We are making our contribution 
not only with Westward and May Queen but also with three 
dinghies, our exhibition of photographs showing the history 
of Sullivans Cove ‘On the Waterfront’ and, in conjunction with 
the Sea Food Training School, a display related to fishing.

There is also another season of visiting cruise liners to look 
forward to, with 39 ships scheduled so far from late October 
to May, including three on the same day in February. This 
promises to bring an increased number of visitors to the 
Museum, in contrast to the slow flow of visitors during the 
winter. Compared to previous years, numbers have been up 
for most of those months, although it does not feel like it at 
times. I am pleased to see new faces on the front desk too, 
being guided by our old hands. Welcome! 

As many have noticed, Westward is back on the scene at her 
berth in Constitution Dock. After nearly seven months in 
Prince of Wales Bay for repair, much restoration work has been 
achieved. Not long after her return, Westward spent four days 
at the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania to be antifouled and to 
have her topsides painted. I wish to thank our volunteers and 
Sabre Marine for their input, a valuable effort and a great result.

from the president’s log
by Mike Webb

in this issue
HMAS AE1 Lost at sea
a WWI maritime tragedy

Departure of troops from  
Hobart 1914 - WWI transport ships

Australian Merchant Navy in WWII 
insights into wartime experiences 

Ships and the sea:
the art and life of Oswald Brett  (book review)

plus news and regular features

 From Whale Gun to Vacuum Cleaner. President Mike Webb makes full use of the 
Museum’s resources.                 Photos: MMT 
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from the brig

centenary in April 2015, marking the Centenary of the 

Gallipoli campaign. But the next four years or so will 

see many centenaries marked; some will be observed 

publically, others that touch individual families may pass 

unnoticed. The Imperial War Museum in London has 

developed a project called ‘Lives of the First World War’, 

an on-line exhibition that encourages people around the 

world to upload copies of photographs and documents to 

share family stories, creating a huge accessible memory 

bank of the personal impact of the conflict. You can visit 

the project, and perhaps contribute, through the IWM 

website: www.livesofthefirstworldwar.org. Equally, if you 

have a Tasmanian WW1 story, or an object with a maritime 

angle, then we would love to hear from you.

Another anniversary looms close on the horizon. At the 

beginning of December this year the Maritime Museum of 

Tasmania celebrates its 40th anniversary. We will be marking 

this milestone publically with an Open Day at the Museum 

on Sunday 7 December and members and volunteers are 

also invited to join us for our 40th Anniversary Lunch at the 

Motor Yacht Club, Lindisfarne, on Monday 15 December. 

Full details of the lunch are shown on the invitation 

enclosed. If you wish to join us please complete and return 

your invitation quickly as places are inevitably limited.

Please also note that the Museum’s AGM this year will be 

held in the Royal Society Rooms at the Tasmanian Museum 

and Art Gallery on the evening of Tuesday 18 November. A 

nomination form for Officers and Committee Members is 

enclosed.

‘The Prime Minister of the Commonwealth 
was notified yesterday that “a state of 
war existed” between Great Britain and 
Germany’ reported The Mercury on  
Thursday 6 August 1914. 

The Mercury went on to report that early encounters 

between the warring sides included ‘...only a few references 

to unimportant happenings at sea’ and it is indeed the 

horrors of the war fought mainly in the trenches of 

northeast France and Belgium that we remember today.  

However, the war wasn’t confined to one corner of Europe, 

hostile tentacles reached around the globe.

For Australia the war started with the seizure of German-

flagged vessels in Australian ports, about which Rona 

Hollingsworth writes on page 18, while Colin Denny tells 

the story of RAN submarine AE1 focussing on its Tasmanian 

connection on page 8.  For most in Tasmania the war 

started with the recruitment and departure of contingents 

of troops, sailing across the world to support the Mother 

Country. And it is perhaps this journey of young Australians 

across oceans, the reverse of our normal migration stories, 

to lands far from familiar, leaving behind anxious families 

with whom contact would be at best sporadic, that gives us 

the most powerful insights into the Tasmanian experience 

of World War One. The Museum’s collection contains images 

of the port of Hobart’s role in this early movement of 

troops, discussed by Rex Cox on page 12. 

For some members of the first Tasmanian contingent, 

recruited in the early days of the war, their journey started 

with what, for many, would have been a familiar journey 

by steamer to Hobart. The Huon Times,  8 August 1914, 

reported that O’May’s steamer Endeavour collected nearly 

100 recruits from the wharves of Huonville, Franklin, 

Hospital Bay (where the Geeveston contingent embarked) 

and Lovett (Cygnet).  The troops were farewelled by large 

crowds. At Lovett the reporter estimated between three 

and four hundred people ‘heartily’ cheered their menfolk 

and tossed ‘various kinds of keepsakes... ...indicating terms 

of affectionate friendship’ to those aboard, while many a 

young lady attempted to conceal emotions by ‘stealing [an] 

apron to [their] eye’. 

It seems that the principal focus of Australia’s 

commemoration of WW1 will centre on the ANZAC 

Endeavour                                      Photo: MMT Collection
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obituary

We sadly record the passing of Maritime 
Museum volunteer Audrey Hudspeth at 
the beginning of August, shortly after her 
ninetieth birthday. 

Audrey was born in Blackpool, on the northwest coast of 

England, but was brought up about as far from the sea as you 

can get in England in Evesham, Worcestershire. She attended 

boarding school in North Wales but she and her schoolmates 

were evacuated to Chatsworth House in Derbyshire after their 

school was taken over by the government.

During WW2 Audrey worked as a civilian for the Ministry of 

Defence in High Barnet, North London, on work associated 

with the Enigma code-breaking project. It was in London that 

she first met her future husband, Australian serviceman Ken 

Hudspeth and they spent much of Ken’s leave in Evesham.  

At the end of the war Ken returned to Australia and Audrey 

believed that she would not hear from him again. She studied 

Sociology at the London School of Economics and embarked 

on what would become a successful and absorbing career in 

Psychiatric Social Work. 

In 1958, out of the blue, she received a letter from Ken, still 

in Australia, proposing marriage, which she accepted, and it 

wasn’t long before the Hudspeth’s had set up home in Hobart 

and were raising a family. Ken introduced Audrey to sailing 

and the family enjoyed exploring southern Tasmania’s waters 

in a succession of cruising yachts.

Audrey had a passion for history and embarked on an MA in 

Humanities at the University of Tasmania, under Professor 

Michael Roe. As part of the Wapping Research group, Audrey 

participated in the writing and publication of Down Wapping, 

an intriguing study of the history of an area of Hobart, close 

to the wharves of Hunter Street, integral to the history and 

character of the port. Along with Lindy Scripps, Audrey 

Lorna Doone Kennedy and the May Queen: 
Two indomitable ladies

It is with sorrow that I write these words for Doone Kennedy, 

who passed away 31 August 2014.

As well as being a generous member of the Maritime Museum 

she had been an active Director of the May Queen Trust since 

its inception in 1999. She saw her role as a behind the scenes 

motivator and the enthusiastic promoter of the last original 

trading vessel and was keen to see its future assured.

When the idea of presenting the May Queen’s history in 

book form was discussed, she immediately saw its value 

in preserving the vessel’s importance and the uniqueness 

in our disappearing marine history. The foreward to the 

book, SV May Queen, A Grand Survivor, clearly showed her 

commitment to the vessel.  Personally, I will miss a lovely lady 

who gave me friendship and wise advice. Her position on the 

May Queen Trust has now been ably filled by her son, John.

Mary Marsh

authored Capital Port: a History of the Marine Board of Hobart, 

a solid reference work reviewed in issue 44 of Maritime Times.

Ken had been involved with the Museum for many years and, 

while Audrey was heavily committed to her own historical 

work, she supported Ken in his museum work and was well 

known to other volunteers through social events.  In 2000, 

with her major works completed, Audrey became much more 

involved with the Museum, offering her time and expertise 

on a regular basis. Her broad knowledge of Tasmanian history 

made her a valuable member of the Acquisitions Committee. 

But her major work at the Museum for the past 14 years, 

until only a week or two ago, was to create and manage a 

constantly growing collection of information files. These 

are an invaluable and much used resource for our voluntary 

researchers and other staff. 

Audrey was always helpful in answering questions about 

Tasmanian history and particularly about Hobart’s role as a 

port. Capital Port will continue to be a wonderful resource for 

the Museum.   

We were indeed fortunate to have been able to share in 

celebrating Audrey’s 90th birthday with a morning tea at the 

Museum. We will all miss her friendship, wisdom and gentle 

humour. 
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profile of a member VOLUNTEER - MARGARET JONES

Margaret was educated in a country primary 
school with only two classes which, she says, 
meant that ‘there was every opportunity to 
gain extra snippets of knowledge from other 
classes when my work was complete.’ Margaret’s 
teachers were passionate about Tasmania’s 
history and geography and fostered her 
enthusiasm for those topics. From 1958–59 
Margaret trained as a teacher in Launceston 
and was appointed to Bridgewater where she 
remembers the twice-daily opening of the bridge 
for the paper barge … a scene long gone.  

Like many Tasmanians Margaret has spent a lot of time on 
or near the water and recalls both pleasant and horrible 
experiences. The Jordan River provides both summer joy 
and a quiet retreat but Bellerive Beach held horrors after 
experiencing a heavy sea breeze while fishing in a crowded 
dinghy and Margaret’s loud complaints landed her alone on 
the beach!  

Margaret began sailing with her husband Barry, also a 
Museum volunteer, at Austins Ferry Yacht Club in the first 
NS14 that Barry built in 1970/71. Barry, a long time sailor 
in many different boats, was a gentle teacher according 
to Margaret, and she says that they only ‘bottled’ once off 
Cadbury Point, fortunately in the summer. Probably their 

most amazing experience was sailing Australian NS14’s at 
Gosford NSW in 1974. Margaret described starting in a group 
of 80 plus craft as ‘hairy’. 

One of Margaret’s more interesting sailing experiences was 
when she found that the only Sunday ‘job’ at the Austins Ferry 
Club when she was pregnant was helping in the Starting Box. 
Her father-in-law was sure that it would be a good learning 
experience. This lead to Margaret being the lone Officer of 
the Day on one occasion on Glenorchy Trophy Day. There 
was no protest committee available, so Margaret’s forthright 
instructions to the helmsmen was that there would be no 
protests after the race. Of course none appeared.

In 2007 Margaret and Barry were part of a group of Tassie 
sailors hiring three yachts in Greece to sail the Cyclades for 
a fortnight. Of the actual sailing time six days were spent 
tied up in the harbour of the island of Tinos, a great way to 
experience island life. After two days of motoring, strong 
winds, eventually gusting to 50 knots, challenged the little 
fleet, resulting in a hairy seven hour trip in search of suitable 
shelter. Even the Athens Ferries were cancelled for several 
days. The hiring company supervisor commented afterwards 
that they knew the Tasmanians would be all right! There was 
little comfort in later learning that Cyclades means ‘Cyclone’ 
in Greek.

Closer to home, Margaret’s many trips across the Derwent 
on ferries, frequent visits to the annual Royal Hobart Regatta 
and many family stories of local water transport made sure 
that she was aware of the importance of boats of all shapes 
and sizes to the lives of Tasmanians. Throughout her teaching 
career, Margaret brought school excursions to the Hobart 
water front, a favourite place where she could find activities 
and wonderful stories to enthuse children.  

After retiring from teaching it was natural for Margaret 
to join husband Barry as a volunteer at the Museum and, 
following some time researching in the library, she found her 
teaching talents in demand guiding school groups around 
the galleries. Margaret enjoyed this, saying that it kept her in 
touch with children and that many topics were familiar from 
the past curriculum. Margaret’s role has developed over the 
last two years and, along with several other volunteers and 
Maritime Heritage Coordinator Liz Adkins, she presents the 
Maritime Museum’s holiday activities for children and their 
parents. These maritime themed activities have a growing 
audience and, as Margaret says, they are one way that we are 
able to promote our wonderful Museum which is vital to the 
history of our state. 

If you would like to help with the School Holiday programme or 
with hosting school groups visiting the Museum, please contact 
the Museum office. 
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Joseph Conrad and tug Waratah, Oswald Brett.     Photo: MMT Collection

book review
SHIPS AND THE SEA: THE ART  
AND LIFE OF OSWALD BRETT 
An autobiography by Oswald Longfield 
Brett. Braddon ACT, Halstead Press, 2014

Marine artist Oswald Brett’s autobiography 
has one of his oil paintings reproduced 
on the cover depicting two vessels well-

known to those who have a love of Tasmanian maritime 
history. The dramatic image portrays Abel Janzoon Tasman’s 
ships Heemskerck and Zeehaen navigating a passage in 
the Fiji Islands in February 1643 nearly three months after 
leaving Van Diemens Land. Brett’s historical ship portraits 
appear throughout the world and the Maritime Museum of 
Tasmania is fortunate to have five of his paintings in its own  
collection.                                 

In the book Oswald Brett tells his own story, the interesting 
account of his life in the maritime world, which he lavishly 
illustrates with sketches and colour reproductions of many of his 
works. In addition, he adds ship paintings by other noted artists 
including his early mentor, the noted maritime artist John Alcott.

Oswald Brett was born in Australia in 1921 and had an interest in 
drawing and the sea from an early age. One of his heroes was Alan 
Villiers who arrived in Sydney with Joseph Conrad in December 
1935. Brett was desperate to go aboard the ship anchored 
in Double Bay but had no idea how to get an invitation. By 
chance, Brett called on John Alcott who allowed the 14 year-old 
to accompany him to an appointment to meet Captain Villiers 
aboard the ship the following day. Villiers asked if he would like 
to go to sea. When Brett told his parents of his plans they refused 
to let him embark.

Instead, Oswald Brett studied art at the East Sydney Technical 
College and his parents agreed that he could go to sea on 
completion of the course. This he did, joining the Merchant 
Marine just prior to the outbreak of World War 2. Later he served 
as an Able Seaman on RMS Queen Elizabeth and on Atlantic 
troopships.

Between wartime voyages Brett spent time ashore in New York 
where he met Gertrude the American girl who was to become 
his wife and with whom he had two children. He left the sea and 
set up house, continuing to paint his historic ship portraits which 
are meticulously researched and technically accurate. Brett has a 
studio on Long Island, where he lives, but he is also claimed by 
birth as an eminent Australian artist.

Oswald Brett’s magnificent book tells the story of his remarkable 
life in the service of seafaring heritage and is a must read for the 
maritime enthusiast.

The artist recorded that the tiny full-rigged ship Joseph Conrad 
was built by Burmeister Wain at Copenhagen in 1882 of Swedish 
iron. In the painting the ship is shown under the command of Alan 
Villiers outward bound towards Melbourne off Sydney Heads 
on the cloudless summer afternoon of December 15, 1935, in a 
freshening NE breeze. The harbour tug Waratah, on that occasion 
the relieving pilot steamer, is broad on Joseph Conrad’s lee shortly 
before the little square-rigger backed her mainyard and dropped 
the two pilots, Captains Murchison and Brew.

The young Oswald Brett was present and witnessed the vessel’s 
departure from Sydney in 1935 and it is interesting to note that 
Joseph Conrad survives today in Mystic Seaport and Waratah 
now sails as part of the Sydney Heritage Fleet. 

 
Oswald Brett wrote of the early impact of Charles Dixon’s Anzac 
painting: A print of that picture was framed on the walls of the 
Beecroft Primary School and I was transfixed by it as a child. It was a 
bit like an illustration in a Boys Own Annual and it kindled in me a 
profound longing for what I saw as The Great Adventure.

by Clio

Clio was one of the nine Muses in Greek 

mythology, the Muse of History, and 

is – appropriately for a reviewer – often 

depicted with scrolls or a pile of books. 

This book is available in  

Rolph’s Nautical Gift and  
Book Shop at the Museum.

The Landing at Anzac, 25 April 1915, Charles Dixon
www.anzacsite.gov.au – National Archives (NZ), NCWA Q388

VOLUNTEER - MARGARET JONES
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by Colin Denny

HMAS AE1 LOST AT SEA
A World War One maritime tragedy

The reality of war hit home in September 
1914 when the Minister for Defence, Senator 
George Pearce, released a statement 
informing Australians of the loss of the 
submarine HMAS AE1 in waters off the west 
coast of New Britain: 

I regret to announce that a report has been received from 
Admiral Patey that the Australian submarine AE1 is missing. 
She was last seen at 3.30 p.m. on September 14, returning 
from patrol. There was no enemy in the vicinity where she 
was last seen and the weather was fine. A thorough search 
has been made, but no wreckage has been found. It is 
supposed that the loss is due to an accident. There were 35 
officers and men on board at the time.

One of those men missing, presumed drowned, was a young 
Tasmanian with three years’ service in the Royal Australian 
Navy. On 21 September the Launceston Examiner reported:

Tasmania has given of her blood in the Empire’s service. Cyril 
Baker, wireless telegraphist on board the submarine AE1, 
was a native of Tasmania, born at Lefroy, and one of the 
most enthusiastic and promising of the many young men 
from the state who sought to serve Australia and the Empire 
in the naval unit.

The E Class Submarine AE1 had been launched in the yard of 

Vickers Ltd at Barrow-in-Furness, England, on 22 May 1913 

and commissioned at Portsmouth in February 1914. She was 

the first of two E Class submarines built for the fledgling 

Royal Australian Navy manned by Royal Navy officers and 

with a mixed crew of sailors drawn from the RN and  RAN. 

After completing the Portsmouth sea trials AE1 sailed 

with the second E Class submarine AE2 for Sydney via the 

Suez Canal. Owing to the length of the voyage, a record 

for submarines at that time, they were towed on alternate 

days by an escorting warship to lessen the wear and tear on 

their propulsion systems. On arrival in May 1914 they were 

docked for repairs and maintenance at Cockatoo Island 

Dockyard, Sydney. 

Just over two months later Britain was at war with Germany 

and, in support, so was Australia. AE1 joined the naval force 

of the voluntary Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary 

Force, which was assigned to subdue the German Pacific 

colonies. With  AE2, she took part in the operations leading 

to the occupation of German New Guinea, including the 

surrender of the German Pacific Colonial headquarters at 

Rabaul on 13 September 1914. The following day, at 0700, 

the torpedo boat destroyer HMAS Parramatta steamed to a 

rendezvous with AE1 to conduct a patrol. The two vessels met 

AE1 at Portsmouth – before leaving England                                 Photo: AE1 Incorporated (http://www.ae1.org.au)                                                                     
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at 0800 and exchanged signals before proceeding to Cape 

Gazelle where they arrived at approximately 0900. A further 

exchange of signals followed during which Parramatta 

advised AE1 that its orders were to search to the southward 

with the submarine and anchor at 1730 off Herbertshohe 

(now Kokopo, the capital of East New Britain in PNG).

The seas that day were calm but strong currents were 

running in the area.The sky was initially clear although 

the day itself was hazy with decreasing visibility. At 1230 

Parramatta turned to the north-west and by 1430 she was 

close to  AE1  when the submarine asked by signal, ‘What is 

the distance of visibility?’ Parramatta responded, ‘About 

5 miles.’ 

By 1520 Parramatta had lost sight of the submarine so 

altered course and steamed in the direction she was last 

seen. No sign of AE1 was found and it was thought that she 

must have steamed back into harbour without notification. 

Parramatta  proceeded to the north-west, rounded Duke 

of York Island and anchored off Herbertshohe at 1900 but 

there was no sign of AE1. When the submarine had not 

returned by 2000 Parramatta and HMAS Yarra were ordered 

to begin a search. The search widened over the next two 

days and a collection of ships’ boats, steam pinnaces and 

small captured German vessels were employed on a detailed 

inspection of the coast of the Duke of York Islands and areas 

around northern New Britain. After three days no trace of 

the submarine or its crew could be found. The search was 

called off and the fleet dispersed to pursue other objectives.  

The Naval Board issued a public statement that said in part:

It is with the deepest regret that we have to report the loss at 

sea with all hands of the Australian submarine AE1 … The 

AE1 was in the charge of the officers and men, and for the 

most part by the crew who brought her out from England. 

In that long voyage they showed their thorough efficiency. 

The Navy has to mourn the loss of good comrades that 

many homes will mourn today. Although our men did not 

fall by the hand of the enemy, they fell on active service, and 

in the defence of their Empire. Their names will be enshrined 

with those of heroes.

The experienced commander of the vessel, Lieutenant 

Commander Thomas Besant, had been in the submarine 

service for nine years and joined AE1 when it was being 

commissioned in England. Born in Liverpool in 1883, Besant 

was seconded to the Royal Australian Navy for three years in 

1913. The commander was lost at sea with two fellow officers 

and 32 crew including the Tasmanian telegraphist Cyril  

Lefroy Baker.

HMAS AE2

•	 After serving with the Australian Expeditionary 
Force in New Britain and the Pacific, AE2 
returned to Sydney for maintenance. AE2 then 
joined the second AIF convoy for Suez and the 
Mediterranean.

•	 On 25 April 1915, AE2 entered the Dardanelles 
and succeeded in traversing the straits to the 
Sea of Marmora. When on 30 April AE2 was badly 
damaged by Turkish fire, she was scuttled in deep 
water.

•	 Lieutenant Commander Stoker and his crew were 
picked up by the torpedo boat and spent the 
rest of WW1 interred in a Turkish prisoner of war 
camp. Four ratings died in captivity.

•	 The wreck of AE2 has since been discovered in 72 
metres of water and its story will form part of the 
National Maritime Museum’s forthcoming WW1 
travelling exhibition War at Sea.

AE1 – Last known image of AE1, 9 Sep 1914 with Yarra & Australia in the background.  
Photo: © Commonwealth of Australia, Department of Defence

Cyril (Buds) Baker – Cyril was known as ‘Buds’ to his family.  Photo: gravesoftas.com.au 
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Cyril Baker, known as ‘Buds’ by his family, was born in Lefroy 

in 1892 to John and Mary (Bertie) Baker and was the fifth of 

ten children. At the time, his father, a well-known miner, was 

working in the Lefroy goldmine and, as was sometimes the 

custom, the child’s middle name was taken from his place of 

birth. When Baker joined the RAN as a 17 year old recruit his 

ambition was to become a telegraphist. He served on HMAS 

Protector for two years in order to undergo training and in 

January 1913 he qualified to take on the rank of ordinary 

telegraphist. He joined AE1 with the volunteer Expeditionary 

Force and lost his life in New Guinea less than three months 

before his 22nd birthday. The Governor General, Sir Ronald 

Ferguson, expressed the feeling of the people at the opening 

of Parliament in October when he said ‘The disappearance of 

the Australian submarine AE1 and the loss of its gallant crew 

are deeply regretted.’

Extensive searches have been carried out over many years 

but the mystery of the disappearance of HMAS AE1 remains. 

Uncorroborated theories arose in the 1960s suggesting that 

HMAS Parramatta had run down the AE1 in poor visibility. 

However, the sad truth about the worst disaster of the young 

Royal Australian Navy may never be known.

Further reading:  Mellon, Gus. AE1 Incorporated: 

The search for Australia’s first submarine  

<http://ae1.org.au/History-of-AE1.php> (viewed July 2014)

HMAS AE1 Specifications
Class E Class Submarine

Displacement 726 tonnes (submerged)

 599 tonnes (surfaced)

Length 55.2 metres

Beam 6.9 metres

Draught 3.8 metres

Speed 10 knots (submerged)

 15 knots (surfaced)

Range 3,225 nautical miles

Machinery 1,750 hp Vickers diesels (x2)

 550 hp electric motors (x2)

Armament 4 x 18-inch torpedo tubes

Complement 35 officers and crew

Left to right: Keith (9th Battery AIF), Cyril (Aus. Submarine), Claude  
(9th Battery AIF). Sitting: Tom (9th Battery AIF). In front: Ralph (Naval cadets). 
Photo: gravesoftas.com.au 

Individual $30

Family $40

Concessions: $20

Interstate $20

Membership Fees
Categories of membership and annual fees effective each year 1 July to 30 June (including GST)

Overseas $20

Quarterdeck $25 plus $275 donation

Perennial $1000

Once only, or 4 years Quarterdeck membership.
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Shipwrights Arms Hotel
(Established 1846)

29 Trumpeter Street, Battery Point
Phone: 03 6223 5551

Situated in the heart of historic Battery Point,
“Shippies” is lined with a unique collection

of Tasmania’s past, both maritime and historical

A traditional old English corner pub,
filled with history, tradition, and pride

including photographs of every ‘Sydney to Hobart’ winner

Adrienne Daly (Licensee)
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DEPARTURE OF TROOPS 
FROM HOBART IN 1914

As might be expected, Hobartians showed considerable 

interest in their imminent departure and The Mercury 

recorded that public pressure lead to the hasty arrangement 

of a parade for the departing troops. This took place on 

Monday 5 October 1914, with the column marching from 

New Town through the City to the Domain with the Governor 

taking the salute at the Town Hall.  

The troop’s actual departure two weeks later drew a large 

crowd to the wharf, but was not reported in the press until 

18 November, by which time the convoy was long gone from 

Australian waters. Interestingly, The Mercury, even after such 

a short period of time, got the date of departure wrong, 

stating that the ships departed on 26 October. 

The arrival of ten New Zealand transports and five escorting 

warships on 20 or 21 October 1914 contributed to one of 

the busiest periods in the port’s history. The same stringent 

security measures imposed led to some curious anomalies; as 

with the sailing of Geelong and Katuna. This convoy was not 

mentioned in the press at the time but neither was it listed 

in Marine Board records. However Hobart photographer 

John Beattie was able to capture most of the vessels in one 

of his marvellous panoramic photographs, taken from the 

roof of the Customs House opposite Constitution Dock on 

21 October.  Another local photographer, James Chandler, 

also managed to get photos of some transports while they 

were alongside the wharves and when departing.  His photos 

indicate that there was some shuffling of vessels between 

berths and anchorage over those couple of days.

 Beattie’s [panoramic] photo shows Maunganui (HMNZT No. 3) 

(7,527/1911) at North Ocean Pier, Hawkes Bay (9) (8,491/1912) 

berthed Ocean Pier No. 1 and Star of India (8) (7,316/1910) 

astern of her at Ocean Pier No. 2, with Orari (6) (7,207/1906) 

at North King’s Pier and Limerick (7) (5,790/1898) berthed 

at South King’s Pier.   Tahiti (4) (7,585/1904) was alongside 

The departure of the first contingent of Australian and New Zealand troops for Europe in the 

early months of the war led to a flurry of activity for the port of Hobart. Marine Board records 

show Geelong (front cover photo) and Katuna arriving on 26 September 1914 and sailing 

on 20 October with the first Tasmanian contingent of 1100 Tasmanians as well as 400 South 

Australians who had been training with the Tasmanians at Brighton. 

by Rex Cox
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Princes Wharf No. 2, while Ruapehu (5) (7,801/1901),   Arawa 

(10) (9,372/1907), Athenic (11) (12,234/1902) and Waimana 

(12) (10,389/1911) were at anchor in the stream, along with 

the escorting warships HMS Minotaur (14,600/1908), HIJMS 

Ibuki (14,636/1909) and HMSs Psyche and Pyramus (both 

2,135/1900).   The cruiser HMS Philomel (2,575/1891) was 

berthed ahead of Tahiti at Princes Wharf.   Almost ten years 

later The Mercury listed these vessels in its report on the arrival 

of the Special Service Squadron, 27 March 1924.

All left Hobart on 22 October for Albany where they joined 

the first contingent of the Australian Expeditionary Force.  The 

combined forces sailed from Albany for Egypt on 1 November.  

Armoured cruiser Minotaur led the fleet, with the Australian 

transports in three columns, the cruiser HMAS Melbourne 

(5,400/1913) on the port side and the battlecruiser Ibuki on the 

starboard side.   The New Zealand transports followed in two 

columns, with the cruiser HMAS Sydney (5,400/1913) bringing 

up the rear.   She was detached on 9 November to search for 

the German cruiser SMS Emden (3,650/1908) and bring her to 

action off Cocos Island.

During the passage to Colombo Geelong was situated in 

the Australian port column, Katuna in the centre.   One New 

Zealand column comprised Waimana, Hawkes Bay, Athenic, 

Limerick and Ruapehu, while the other column to port was 

made up of Maunganui, Orari, Tahiti, Arawa, and Star of 

India. Some alterations were made to these placements after 

Colombo.  Hawkes Bay and Star of India had recently become 

units of the newly formed Commonwealth & Dominion Line 

and both returned to Hobart after the War as Port Napier and 

Port Pirie respectively.

Back to Beattie’s photo - ships at the berths are, from left, 

Maunganui (just visible), Hawkes Bay, Star of India, Orari, 

Limerick, SV Kassa (I think), Tahiti and HMS Philomel.   In the 

stream are (from left) ferry Kangaroo, Athenic off Bellerive, 

HMS Minotaur beyond Ocean Pier, two transports in the far 

distance, HIJMS Ibuki, HMSs Pyramus and Psyche, ferry Silver 

Crown and another vessel down river - possibly the collier 

Waipori or oiler Murex, both of which were supplying the 

fleet. Arawa was further up river off Bellerive and out of the 

photo to the left. 

The Rector of St George’s Church, Battery Point, 
Hobart and the wardens and people of  

St George’s invite you to join them at the

80TH ANNUAL  
MARINER’S SERVICE

 to be held at 10 am on Sunday 19 October  
at St George’s Church, Battery Point, Hobart

Photo: J.W. Beattie, MMT Collection
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Artist Jennifer Marshall will present a studio / workshop  exhibition of works on paper. 

Svenor fragment, lower arm.              Image: Jennifer Marshall 

Jennifer Marshall has been working with objects from the 
collection of the Maritime Museum of Tasmania since 1996. 
She, along with Barbie Kjar and  Milan Milojevic  will be showing 
new work  in the temporary exhibitions space at MMT from late 
March 2015. This exhibition “Undercurrents” will be part of Ten 
Days on the Island, and will focus on the Museum’s collection.

Jennifer Marshall is a painter/printmaker resident in Tasmania. 
She has been an established professional artist for over forty 
years and first exhibited at Bonython’s Gallery in Adelaide in 
1962. Marshall was Head of printmaking at Sydney College of 
the Arts from 1977 to 1989 before moving to Victoria where 
she taught at RMIT, Monash, Ballarat and La Trobe Universities. 
Since 1994, she maintained a productive relationship with 
the Printmaking department at Tasmanian School of Art, 
Hobart. From her annual pilgrimages to Tasmania, she became 
increasingly pre-occupied with the sea and its tempestuous 
nature. She has produced significant bodies of work based 
on carved figureheads in Maritime Museums. Her imagery 

continues to explore the sea, representations of water, storms, 

shipwrecks, fabulous sea monsters and fountains.

Since 1975 she has had 35 solo exhibitions and participated in 

over 80 group shows throughout Australia, Europe and Japan. 

She was one of the inaugural artists at the Power Institute, Cite 

International des Arts in Paris in 1974 and also the inaugural 

winner of the Silk Cut Award for linocut and the ANL Maritime 

Art Award, both in 2005. In 2008, she was the recipient of an 

Australia Council grant to the British School in Rome. Currently, 

her large-scale print “Tempest-Night Falling” is short-listed for 

the Hobart Art Prize.

Jennifer Marshall’s paintings, prints and artist’s books are 

recognised highly throughout Australia, Japan, France, Italy, 

Poland and the UK, and she is represented in major State and 

Regional Art collections as well as being included in the archive 

of the Glasgow Print Workshop and numerous private and 

public collections.

maritime art  EXHIBITION: Chiaroscuro

Opening: Saturday 15 November 2014, 2–4 pm

Exhibition hours: 11 am to 4 pm

Dates: Sunday 16, Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 November

Address: 29 Brinsmead Road, Mount Nelson

Contact: info@jennifermarshall.com.au
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THE AUSTRALIAN MERCHANT  
NAVY IN WORLD WAR 2

by Dave Keyes

The fact that many ships in the fleet were used as bulk carriers 
made them particularly vulnerable when the Japanese began 
their coastal submarine offensive, as their usually dense cargoes 
meant that these vessels had large open holds of which the 
cargo occupied little space and which flooded rapidly when 
the hull was breached by torpedo, leaving little opportunity for 
crews to abandon ship quickly. As a result, casualties in such 
ships were high.

In addition to the coastal fleet, there were a few Australian-
manned vessels operating regularly in overseas trades. Nearly 
all of these were sunk by submarines or surface raiders.

Hostile activities at sea at the beginning of the war were largely 
confined to mine laying by some German raiders/mine layers 
and a few specialized mine-laying Japanese submarines, but 
casualties on this account were not significant in comparison 
to those arising from the dedicated Japanese submarine 
offensive on the Australian coast, which commenced in May 
1942. However, of equal significance were the losses to aerial 
bombing at Darwin, where two Australian and four allied vessels 

were destroyed by the same Japanese carrier group which had 
carried out the attack on Pearl Harbour. Several other vessels, 
including the Australian Hospital Ship Manunda, were severely 
damaged, but later repaired. About the same time, another six 
Australian vessels were sunk or damaged by Japanese aircraft 
in the adjacent area. Total recorded casualties were 143 but this 
is a very conservative estimate and a visit to the War Cemetery 
at Adelaide River tells the tale more effectively than mere 
statistics.

The realization that the Japanese were serious about the 
coastal submarine offensive quickly led to the institution of the 
convoy system, and it is probable that this was a quite effective 
strategy. In practice, convoys sailed about once a week between 
the major Australian seaports. An average convoy consisted of 
about 30 merchant ships and 4 escorts, or whatever number 
was available. Ships were arranged in three columns, with the 
Commodore (a Merchant Navy Captain) at the head of the 
middle column. Escorts were preferably corvettes, or if these 
were not at hand, whatever other usable naval vessels were 
available. Commonly, these could be survey and hydrographic 

The Australian Merchant Navy at the start of the Second World War was essentially a coastal fleet 
of about 100 vessels, most built either during the First World War or immediately after it to replace 
war losses. This meant that they were of the technology of the times, that is medium sized coal 
burners with steam reciprocating main engines and speeds of about 8 or 10 knots. At that time and 
throughout the war the coastal fleet provided an essential service to the industrial functions of the 
nation in the carriage between the States of such bulk commodities as coal, iron ore, limestone, 
etc., as well as general cargo. 

Australian Hospital Ship AHS Manundal          Photo: Photo: Allan C. Green Collection, State Library of Vic 



16 | Maritime Times of Tasmania Spring 2014 Maritime Times of Tasmania Spring 2014 | 17

vessels; Moresby was one that was frequently pressed into 
service. Australian-built corvettes were not good sea keeping 
ships, allegedly they were a modification of the British Flower 
class which itself was quite a good design, being based on 
North Sea fishing vessels. However, the Australian authorities 
had decided to chop 50 ft from the British prototype and the 
result was almost uncontrolled pitching – quite spectacular 
when seen from another ship but creating difficult conditions 
for both the crews and the intended functions of these vessels. 
In retrospect, and given the enormous pressure which the 
country was under, such a decision was understandable as it 
could have been expected to lead to the availability of more 
corvettes more quickly. But it had its disadvantages. Notably, 
one convoy of 30 ships and four escorts which left Sydney for 
Melbourne in the middle of the middle of the 1943 winter 
encountered such adverse weather that three hours after 
clearing the heads, only six ships remained and no escorts. 
That convoy eventually reformed off Gabo Island four days 
later, and Moresby was the only escort still available.

Communication between ships was by international signal 
flags or by Morse lamp, commonly an Aldis, which was a hand 
held unit which produced a beam of light intense enough to 
be seen in daylight, and interrupted by tripping its reflecting 
mirror by a trigger incorporated in the handle. Morse 
signalling by light was normally done by the apprentice on 
watch and this could be chancy when trying to communicate 
with a naval vessel with dedicated signallers. You soon learnt 
not to send any faster than you could receive because you 
would get a response at the same speed. Messages were sent 
in code, and each ship was provided with a copy of the secret 
merchant ship code book Mersigs, complete with a weighted 
and vented canvas bag for rapid disposal should the ship be 
boarded. The Commodore ship would be provided with a naval 
or army signalman complete with a field (wireless) telephone 
and this was sufficient to keep in touch with the Senior Officer 
escort. This meant that it was possible to keep tabs on what 
was happening when the escort was away chasing a target, 
though there was never any doubt that this was underway 
as the effect of even a distant exploding depth charge on the 
ship’s hull was like striking a solid object.

Station keeping in convoy was a new art to be learned by MN 
deck officers and consisted of the officer of the watch blowing 
down the E.R. voice pipe with the message “down 30” or “up 10” 
or whatever was needed, meaning a desired change in engine 
revolutions. Needless to say, this was not an exact science, and 
it was not unusual for daybreak to reveal a section of poop 
railing hanging from the anchor flukes of the ship astern. The 
whole operation was further complicated by the need for a 
blackout of all lights, including navigation lights.

Another anecdote related to convoys concerns the Australian 
coastal steamer Mildura and the Dutch former inter-island 
vessel Balikpapen. Both vessels had a full cargo of bombs – 

incidentally, a difficult stow at the best of times, owing to their 
shape. Because of the nature of their cargo, both vessels were 
given the exclusive services of the US Navy destroyer, Selfridge 
as escort. At the beginning of the watch, Mildura began 
emitting dense clouds of black smoke as the firemen put on 
a pitch and this obviously alarmed the officer of the watch 
on Selfridge, who sent a terse message “Steam Smokeless”. 
Balikpapen was unrebuked, being a motor ship. This message 
gave rise to much hilarity on the bridge of Mildura, probably 
inappropriately, as it was certainly not a good idea to 
advertise one’s position so widely, but did indicate that there 
was a clear breakdown in understanding of the technologies 
of yesteryear, and in other times would probably have been 
called an age gap. 

Editor’s note:  

‘Putting on a pitch’ was putting the first coal on the fire at the 

beginning of a watch after the previous watch had banked it down 

to clean out the ash and clinker. It unavoidably resulted in the 

production of dense black smoke.

As the war went on, merchant ships were fitted with defensive 
armament. Initially, this was a four-inch naval gun at the stern, 
usually a pre-first war MkIV, which could not elevate above 
about 30 degrees and thus had no anti-aircraft capability. 
Vickers machine guns were provided for this or any other useful 
defensive purpose. The Second Mate was the gunnery officer 
and the remainder of the gun crews were made up from the 
crew. One or two naval gunnery (D.E.M.S.) ratings were carried 
to provide professional expertise and maintenance. While this 
might sound like a Dad’s Army style arrangement it proved 
itself on a number of occasions when Merchant ships chased 
off attacking raiders and submarines.

Australian coastal passenger ships requisitioned as troopers 
were more lavishly armed, commonly with an additional 
12-pounder gun forward (this was an otherwise unprotected 
sector with the standard arrangement), a 40 mm Bofors 
anti-aircraft gun aft and on the boat deck up to eight 20 
mm Oerlikons. As the war continued, various types of rocket 
launchers also made their appearance. These more heavily 
armed vessels were sometimes provided with additional 
“professionals” in the form of Royal Artillery men, or extra Naval 
gunners, but the bulk of the gun crews still consisted of ships’ 
crew. As a matter of interest, when trooping, the “passengers” 
were told to fire their rifles in the direction of any attacking 
aircraft. This was not as silly as it sounds, as 500 rifles, fired 
simultaneously, could put up quite an impressive wall of lead.

The coastal submarine campaign continued until late 1943 
and during this period 27 large Japanese submarines sunk 17 
ships, causing the deaths of 465 Australian merchant and naval 
seamen.

A little known corollary to this story is the cruise of the German 
U-boat U862, which in December 1944 torpedoed and sank the 
American Liberty ship Robert J. Walker near Jervis Bay. It shelled 
but was repelled by, the Greek tanker Illisios near Adelaide and 
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on Christmas Day 1944 sank the Liberty ship Peter Sylvester 
with the loss of 32 lives (and 40 unfortunate Army mules). This 
submarine also shot down an RAF Catalina in the Mozambique 
Channel while on its way to this part of the world and was 
eventually taken over by the Japanese Navy in Singapore when 
Germany surrendered!

In total, in the greater Australian area, 104 ships (of all nationalities) 
came under attack from submarines, raiders, aircraft or mines 
and, of these, 63 were sunk with recorded losses of 678 dead. The 
records of the Australian War Memorial document that a total of 
at least 520 Australian merchant mariners died as a result of their 
war service in all areas of the world.

ANVERS 
Confectionery

•  Chocolate Tasting  •  Viewing  
•  Gardens  •  Cafe and Museum

Indulge yourselves in a Belgian style breakfast in a chocolate factory, 
morning and a�ernoon tea in the old gardens listening to the native birds, 
a fine Tasmanian lunch near a cosy wood heater, stocking up on Tasmania’s 
finest chocolates or just browsing through the chocolate antique display. 
There is ample car and bus parking on site.

Also catering for the quick quality business lunch and corporate presentations in 
our own private room.

The “House of Anvers” is a real chocolate taste sensation. It is located on the Bass Highway between 
Devonport and Latrobe and is open 7am - 7pm, 7 days a week. Phone: (03) 6426 2958 for bookings

Mildura at Melbourne                                                        Photo: Allan C. Green Collection, State Library of Victoria

DAVID PLUMMER

GORDON COX

DAVID COOPER

WAYNE MURRAY

VICTORIA HADLEY 

DAVID NANCE

DAVID DILGER

IAN MAT THEWS

PETER STOCK

JOHN SHEGOG

NANCY WILLIAMS

PETER GODDARD

TONY BLANKS

DUGALD MCDOUGALL

N & P HOLDSWORTH

JOHN SARGENT

BILL FOSTER

We acknowledge with thanks generous donations from:We welcome new members: 

new members



18 | Maritime Times of Tasmania Spring 2014 Maritime Times of Tasmania Spring 2014 | 19

Oberhausen, a Tasmanian war prize

One of the first German ships to be taken as a 
war prize by the allies in World War 1 was the 
Oberhausen which was loading timber at Port 
Huon south of Hobart when war was declared. 
Its crew became the first ‘enemy aliens’ to be 
interned in Tasmania.

The Oberhausen, built in Newcastle in 1905, was owned by 
the Deutsche-Australische Dampfschiffs Gesellschaft (German 
Australian Steamship Company) of Hamburg. It made regular 
voyages to Australia often visiting Tasmania in the autumn to 
pick up apples and pears bound for German markets. In August 
1914 she arrived in Hobart from Bremen via Adelaide and 
Melbourne. 

Her voyage had already been marred by the disappearance of 
the Chief Steward who was apparently murdered and thrown 
overboard somewhere between Fremantle and Adelaide. 
According to Adelaide newspapers his roommate, the Second 
Steward, had been apprehended for ‘murder on the high seas’ 
and put in irons by the Captain of the Oberhausen. Instead 
of allowing the accused to disembark in Adelaide and face 
problems of extradition he was transferred to the German ships 
Offenbach and then Zeiten to face justice in Germany. 

The Oberhausen arrived in Hobart on 1 August, 1914 and 
refuelled with coal before heading down the Channel to Port 
Huon to load timber and sleepers for Durban in South Africa. 
Two days later, when naval and military personnel around 
Australia were put on alert, the steamers Cartela and Warrentina 
were employed to examine all vessels entering the port of 
Hobart. A cable on 5 August announced that war had been 
declared. Russell Young, a Lieutenant in the Naval Reserves 
and a local solicitor, was immediately ordered to lead a small 
group of 11 men to Port Huon to take over the Oberhausen. 
Uniformed and armed, the men set off purposefully in two 
motor cars, but a large fallen tree blocked their way at Lower 
Longley. They scrambled over, managed to requisition the local 
bus and finally arrived about 7pm. 

A keen sailor (and first commodore of the Derwent Sailing 
Squadron), Russell Young was a good friend of JLB Fowler and 
his son, Philip. On their frequent sailing outings Philip Fowler 
(a foundation member of this Museum) listened to Mr Young’s 
reminiscing about the day he commandeered the Oberhausen. 
When the posse finally arrived at the vessel they marched up 
the gangway with Young in the lead. Unfortunately he tripped 

over his sword scabbard and, in his own words, “went arse over 
head flat on my face”. At the top of the gangway a laughing 
Captain Meier welcomed him in perfect English, invited him 
down for a whisky and declared that he could think of no 
better place to spend a war. According to another oral report 
the German crew opened the liquor store during the overnight 
sail back to Hobart. Germans and their Tasmanian captors all 
imbibed and arrived happily in Hobart. 

Reports of the takeover vary with some saying the boarding 
party arrived just as the ship was about to leave port with the 
Captain ashore, collecting his clearance papers at the Huon 
Timber Company office. It seems the story was often retold 
by members of the reserves and was possibly changed and 
embellished over time and over a few beers. One common but 
untrue assertion is that the Oberhausen was the first Allied prize 
of the War.

She was in fact one of many German ships in Australian 
waters, or soon to arrive, when war was announced. German 
merchant vessels had plied the route to Australia since the 
1880s carrying European freight outward and primary produce 
back. In August 1914 some vessels with radios received a coded 
message from Germany warning them of the hostilities and 
managed to escape before the official announcement but 25 
German vessels and one Austrian were captured. Ten of these, 
including Oberhausen, belonged to the German Australian 
Steamship Company. Interestingly one of these bore the 
name Hobart. When she was captured at Port Phillip Heads 
the boarding party managed to obtain the valuable German 
navy and merchant service code just as they were about to be 
thrown overboard. Eighteen of the German vessels caught in 
Australian waters at the outbreak of war were taken over by the 
Australian Commonwealth, renamed with names beginning 
with B and used as troop and cargo ships. Oberhausen became 
Booral and Hobart became Barambah.

The first ship to be taken appears to have been the Norddeutcher 
Lloyd ship Pfalz which was leaving Port Phillip Heads on the 5 
August when a shot was fired across her bow from Fort Nepean. 
She was captured at midday Melbourne time – not many hours 
after war had been declared in Britain (at 11pm on 4 August 
Greenwich time). 

On arrival in Hobart the captured Oberhausen was moored at 
the Domain. The Captain and ten other officers were paroled 
and the rest of the crew kept on board until October when 
they were moved to a temporary internment camp at Triffits 
Point, Claremont. Oberhausen’s cargo of timber for Durban 
was removed and loaded onto the Titania which arrived from 
Zanzibar on 23 November. 

notes from the curator
by Rona Hollingsworth
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In January 1915 the interned crew were employed picking fruit 
in the vicinity of Glenorchy water works. Tasmania’s Premier was 
alarmed that enemy aliens were working so close to a major 
Hobart water supply and suggested the internees should be 
located further from the city. In February 1915, 32 crewmen 
were removed to the Quarantine Station at Bruny Island where 
they felled timber, cleared land and had a certain amount 
of freedom. The Tasmanian Government paid them a small 
allowance since forced labour was considered inappropriate 
but full pay would be unfair to unemployed locals. 

By April 1915, with the addition of some local German residents 
of military age, there were 70 internees at Bruny plus a guard 
of about 15 men. The Oberhausen’s cook fed the internees but 
was eventually released on parole after protesting that he was 
a Czech national. In July 1915 trouble arose when the men’s pay 
was delayed and a small riot had to be quelled. A contingent of 
armed men sent from Hobart arrested six men who were taken 
to Hobart gaol. Soon after this event and following complaints 
about conditions at camps around Australia, all internees were 
sent to NSW camps. Oberhausen internees (but probably not 
its officers) went to Holsworthy camp in New South Wales to 
see out the war with over 4000 other male ‘enemy aliens’. The  
men organised entertainment, sports, cafes, orchestras and 
choirs but tensions were inevitable in the all male camp. 

Captain Johann Meier was paroled in November 1914. Since 
official records show that he was re-interned in March 1915 
he was probably among the first internees at Berrima Camp 
south west of Sydney. This group of 89 men, who arrived at 
Berrima on foot from Moss Vale in March 1915, were officers 
from German merchant steamers caught in Australian ports 
or officers from Emden which had been sunk by HMAS Sydney 
off the Cocos Islands in November 1914. Conditions at this 
relatively small camp south west of Sydney were less prisonlike 
than Holsworthy and men sometimes worked for wages on 
local farms. They also planted gardens and built canoes, a 

Captain Johann Meier relaxing on a deck chair made from local bush timber at 
Berrima Internment Camp c1917         Photo: Berrima District Historical Society

Three Captains at Berrima Internment Camp (Captain Meier on the left) 
Photo: Berrima District Historical Society

Oberhausen at Port Huon                                                                                                                                                                                        Photo: MMT Collection
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Prisoners of War from Oberhausen                    Photo: Anglesea Barracks Museum German prisoners at Bruny Island Quarantine Station 
Photo: David Wilson & Friends of Bruny Island Quarantine Station

100 Burnett St, North Hobart. Ph. 62346219 . Traditional Pub . Good Food . Good Beer

bridge, rustic lodges, a bridge and waterslide which attracted 
tourists to the town.

Many distinguished German businessmen managers of the 
German shipping lines were also interned for the duration 
of the war. One was Oskar Plate, the Sydney based manager 
of Norddeutcher Lloyd, who was probably instrumental in 
unexpected departure of Seydlitz from Sydney two days before 
the onset of war (Sydney Morning Herald 3 August 1914).

Oberhausen crew and officers were finally repatriated to 
Germany in 1919. In August, five years after the seizure of 

Oberhausen, Captain Meier was one of 950 men from Berrima 
and Holsworthy camps repatriated on the SS Ypiranga (a seized 
Hamburg America Line ship). 

As well as a number of photographs of Oberhausen, and its later 
incarnation as Booral, the Maritime Museum has an eggcup, two 
small wine glasses and a coaster from the ship. A more personal 
memento is a set of tobacco felts depicting flags which came 
in packets of American tobacco. Captain Meier gave these to 
Tasmanian Annie Mazey, in appreciation of the help she gave 
to the interns.  
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Sometimes the best laid plans of mothers and babies, like mice 
and men, can go a bit awry. A month ago our little daughter 
arrived prematurely via an emergency caesarean. Since then 

she has been growing like a weed and is a wriggly, alert, lively 
little baby, who has firm opinions on the importance of cuddles 
and lullabies, and on catastrophes like getting singlets over her 
head and being woken up to have her nappy changed. It’s such a 
pleasure to get to know her and to learn to care for her.

It’s been an exhausting month for her Dad and me but having 
the support of our family, friends, and the extended family of 
the Maritime Museum has helped us enormously.  The beautiful 
cards,  clothes and flowers have lifted our spirits when tired or 
worried. So this is to say ‘father, mother and daughter are all 
doing well’ and to thank you for all your good wishes. 

I’ll be off duty for at least a year, so the next chapter of ‘no 
ship there I was’ will probably be written by my successor.  
I know that you will make her or him warmly welcome into the 
MMT family. 

Until next time, wishing you fair skies and following seas...

no ship there I was 
Being the continuing, if slightly distracted, adventures of the  
maritime heritage coordinator Elizabeth Adkins, part the thirteenth

Baby Emily                 Photo: Liz Adkins 

knot so hard A series by Frank Charles Brown

This simple and effective bend 

(when tied correctly) can be 

modified in order to lessen chances 

of snagging when pulled along 

in the appropriate direction. 

Dragging in the opposite direction 

will probably increase the chances  

of snagging!

1. Make up a normal Sheet Bend as  
above, but do not draw up tight. 

2. Bring the working end of  
the (dark) rope and carry it over 
and under its own parts and  
as shown above

3. Draw up the knot firmly  
as above

No. 32   
Tucked  
Sheet Bend

G T PLASTER PTY LTD
For all your plastering needs

11 Katrina Court, Lindisfarne
P: 0409 146 721 (Tony Shearman)

•  New House
•  Renovations
•  Extensions
•  New Ceilings
•  Bathrooms
•  Repairs
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Bully Beef is one name for Corned Beef, which is one of those 
things you either love or hate. I’m not talking here about the 
salted beef joint that needs copious amounts of vinegary, 
mustardy gravy and roasted onions to make palatable. I’m 
talking about the stuff that comes in a can, with a little key on 
the side that you twist round to open the can, and on which is 
sometimes printed the reassuring instruction ‘Refrigerate for 
ease of slicing’. The name Bully Beef comes from an anglicised 
version of the French for boiled beef – bouef bouilli.

Other names have been used for the tinned variety. In 
Swallows and Amazons the staple diet of the Wildcat Island 
colonisers seems to be Pemmican, which we take to be tinned 
Corned Beef. The real Pemmican, unlikely to have been widely 
available in the English Lake District of the 1930s, is of North 
American Indian origin and consisted of dried meat mixed 
with fat and sometimes wild berries and was the forerunner of 
Jerky. It was, apparently, a popular provision with early polar 
explorers and thus would have been totally appropriate for 
the young adventurers on the lakes.

Bully Beef is the name most associated with WW1 rations. I 
remember stories in the 1970s of farmers in Flanders digging 
up large numbers of tins of Bully Beef left over from the war. 
While Bully Beef was sometimes issued as an emergency 
ration, with the instruction ‘only to be consumed on the order 
of an Officer’ printed on the side, it does, however, seem 
to have been widely used on the frontline and was often 
referred to in newspaper reports of the war. The North Western 
Advocate and Emu Bay Times of 2 July 1915 advises readers 
that the rations for ‘one Tommy per day’ were ‘one tin of bully 
beef, a few biscuits (or bread), a rasher of bacon, tea and sugar 
to make two quarts, two ounces of jam, and occasionally a 
packet of pea soup powder or an Oxo cube’. From which, the 
paper went on, the Tommy could make Trench Soup. This was 
made with the tin of Bully Beef (chopped up, but probably 
without the aid of refrigeration first), one packet of pea soup, 
one Oxo cube, four tablets of Brand’s essence of beef, two 
biscuits (broken up) and a few potatoes. The paper makes 
no suggestion from where one might obtain the essence of 
beef or potatoes, or of a method, but one guesses that you 
threw the ingredients in a Dixie with some water and boiled 
it all for a while. It was, the paper declared assuredly, if not 
convincingly, ‘very appetising’.

Our recipe, though, is for Bully Beef rissoles. The Tamworth 
Daily Observer of 24 September 1915 offers up a recipe, taken 
from a letter from the front line written by Private Ted Luders 
and described by him as ‘a luxury’. ‘One tin of bully beef, half a 
pound of dough, half a dozen onions, a pinch of thyme, boiled 
in half a Dixie of fat for ten minutes’. The thyme, Ted wrote, 
grew ‘wild in abundance’.

Our own recipe looks exotic by comparison:

INGREDIENTS: 
1 tin Corned Beef 
12oz / 360g potatoes, boiled then mashed with a generous 
amount of butter 
2oz / 60g wholemeal breadcrumbs 
1 tsp mixed herbs 
1 tsp dried parsley 
a squeeze of lemon juice 
a good dash Worcestershire Sauce 
black pepper to taste

METHOD: 
Pre-heat the oven to 200°C / 400°F /gas mark  6 
Put all the ingredients into a bowl and mix well 
Form into rissoles about 3”/ 7cm diameter 
Bake for about 20 minutes until nicely browned

Serve with chips or jacket potatoes and vegetables. And 
consume on the order of an Officer.

While looking for photographs of the first Tasmanian contingent of troops leaving Hobart for the 

front in 1914, I came across the photograph accompanying this article of Australian troops preparing 

Bully Beef rissoles in a camp kitchen in 1917. A perfect recipe for from the galley!

from the galley

Australian troops prepare bully-beef rissoles behind the lines, Ypres 1917.  
Photo: TAHO CRO3/1/19
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from the galley

Tasmania’s Sole Jayco Distributor 

Tasmanian owned and operated for over 50 years. We sell, service and repair the 

full range of Jayco Camper Trailers, Pop Tops, Caravans and Motorhomes. 

Come in and see the new 2014 range and get a great deal on a new Jayco today. 

Huge range of pre-owned Campers, Pop Tops, Caravans & Motorhome ready now 

to take you on that next adventure! 

Cnr Amy Street  & Main Road Moonah  

P: 62 322 344     F: 62 734 733   

 W. www.kingcaravans.com.au   E: info@kingcaravans.com.au 

The Lady Nelson
sailing most weekends

& public holidays
(1½ hour duration)

$30 adults | $10 children

Phone 03 6234 3348

www.ladynelson.org.au

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EDITING 

& 
PROOFREADING 

 
Books, Memoirs, Articles, 

Theses, Essays, etc.  
 

Academic and general work, 
text and image editing. 

 
Absolute confidentiality, 

friendly professional advice. 
 
 
 

info@finelinestudios.com.au 

fineline studios 

info@finelinestudios.com.au 

Contact us for a full list of 
prices and availability in 

our next issue. 

Details inside front cover.

WANT TO  
ADVERTISE HERE?



Rolph’s Nautical Gift& Book Shop
OPEN 7 DAYS 9am-5pm. Call in to browse

10% DISCOUNT for MMT Members.               Order online + Postage  and handeling                 Photos By: Laurie Bahr

10% DISCOUNT for MMT Members ( + postage & handling)       shop@maritimetas.org       Photos: Laurie Bahr

Rolph’s Nautical Gift& Book Shop
OPEN 7 DAYS 9am-5pm. Call in to browse

10% DISCOUNT for MMT Members.               Order online + Postage  and handeling                 Photos By: Laurie Bahr

Troops marching through Hobart prior to embarking. Monday 5 October 1914                                        Photo: MMT Collection


