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R E S TO R E D  “A D M I R A L”
R E T U R N S  H O M E  TO  H O B A R T

In June 2006, Susan and John Dikeman of Sydney were sailing in their lovely clinker built 16’ Yawl, “Molly”, on the Manning 
River in New South Wales when they spied a shipwright building a dinghy in a boatshed on Mitchell’s Island. Easing “Molly” 
gently onto the sandy beach, they spoke with the shipwright Nigel Shannon and the conversation turned to the Australian 
Wooden Boat Festival visited by John and Susan every other year.  Nigel told them of an old Tassie yacht named “Myra” that he 
had sitting in his boat yard. He told them the vessel had been transported by semi trailer to his yard from Sydney for repairs six 
and a half years previously. Nigel explained he had not heard from the man since and in fact was in the process of attempting 
through the courts to gain possession of the vessel in order to get it off his property as he needed the space.

(Cont. on page 12)

Susan took many photographs of “Myra” and on returning home they consulted 
Graeme Broxam’s book, “Those That Survive” and sure enough there was “Myra”, 
a cutter rigged yacht 34 feet in length. On further investigation it was discovered 
she was originally the open rowing ferry “Admiral”, 28ft 6 inches built of Huon Pine 
in1865. She had survived for 141 years through a very chequered career. She was 
converted to a steam ferry then raised two planks and lengthened to 34 ft, decked 
and fitted with a fish well to become a fishing vessel in the early 1900s catching 
Crayfish, Couta, Cod and Scallops and eventually becoming a yacht and shipped 
to Sydney from Hobart as deck cargo. Left on moorings and neglected, she sank 
in a bay on Port Jackson from where she had been floated and found her way to 
Mitchell’s Island for the repairs that she had not received. Only Huon Pine could 
survive six and a half years of wind, rain and sun.

Having proven beyond doubt that the vessel was the old ferry “Admiral”, I told Susan 
and John that the vessel should be returned to her home, Hobart. Nigel won his day 
in court and I received a message from Nigel to say, ‘she is all yours Bern, come and 
take her away’.

Admiral on Launch Day, Hobart 1865. Photo MMT Library Admiral  Relaunch Day, November 28, 2009. Photo Scott Plimpton
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editorial
I can understand why planes don’t always run on time,

I can understand why trains don’t always run on time,

I can understand why buses don’t always run on time,

I can even understand why the fairer sex are usually running late,

But T.V. programmes running late, no way. That is inexcuseable.

The news is always spot on time, which proves that the commercial 

channels are more interested in the advertising dollar than they 

are in their loyal viewers.

These days most people have facilities for recording programmes 

on Video or DVD and this becomes a futile exercise when the 

programme is running late and the recording ends at the 

advertised finishing time leaving the story incomplete.

Even ‘Aunty’ is guilty of this practice. Recently I recorded a 

documentary on ABC 1 which started 13 minutes late and 

consequently missed the ending.

Enough is enough and the first TV station smart enough to return 

to starting at the scheduled times will reap the benefits from 

grateful viewers. Also by regulating the volume on all commercials 

so it remains the same as the programme the viewers are watching 

at that time, instead of a greatly increased voice blasting them 

out of their lounge room, will be of benefit to the advertisers with 

fewer people hitting the mute button on their remote control. The 

rubbish they are dishing up these days is bad enough and having 

it start on time won’t improve the quality, but at least it will show 

a bit of respect for the long suffering viewers without which there 

would be no TV stations.

Finally why do television presenters say “welcome back” after every 

commercial?

They are the ones who disappeared from view, we haven’t been 

anywhere, unless it’s a quick trip to the toilet, (don’t know why I 

said ‘quick’ taking into account the length of their Ad. breaks) and 

what right have they to tell us “don’t go away”, “don’t touch that 

dial,” etc. when they are the guests in our home. Television has 

many good points but it certainly lacks good manners the way it 

treats us viewers.

Bob Petrass.

ILA you Champion

On 19th February MMT member Ila Andrews celebrated her 100th 

birthday with over 40 friends and relatives at the Cascade Brewery 

Museum Restaurant.

(in her usual jovial manner, she quipped that it was time she was 

put into a museum)

They came from far and wide to celebrate the occasion with this 

delightful lady.

Western Australia, Queensland, The Northern Territory etc. She 

also received messages from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11, The 

Governor-General of Australia, The Governor of Tasmania, The 

Premier of Tasmania and many others including Hobart’s Lord 

Mayor Rob Valentine. All these were read out by various guests 

and a few anecdotes were told about the ‘guest of honour’ during 

the party.

As a privileged guest at the function I told the one about the 

MMT volunteers trip to the Australian Maritime College, northern 

museums and other places of interest in 2008. Despite a long 

day Ila was the life of the party and about 10:30 pm , following 

a splendid three course dinner at the George Town R.S.L.,we 

boarded our coach to head back to our overnight accommodation 

at Low Head Pilot Station when a little voice piped up with “ let’s 

all party on at the Launceston Country Club Casino.” She had 

outstayed everyone again, but for once her request was denied. 

That was typical of this lovely lady who seems to have more 

energy than many half her age.

Her birthday celebrations continued for another 2 or 3 weeks 

including a luncheon given by Probus. Ila was their very first 

treasurer and is still involved with many charitable organizations 

such as Red Cross, Soroptimist International, Royal Hobart Hospital 

Canteen, etc. and continues to be a very active member of the Errol 

Flynn Society of Tasmania, Old Hobartians etc. etc.

In true modest fashion Ila rang the ‘Mercury’ and told them she 

didn’t want any fuss made after she got wind of them planning 

to write a story about her Centenary, however we got under her 

guard with this item in the Herald-Sun and WIN News covered the 

big event but she told them to wait as she was eating her dinner 

when they arrived. They knew they were dealing with a lady who 

wasn’t to be meddled with and did as she asked.

Half way through her meal she turned to me and said, “ I might as 

well get rid of them and finish this later, get the kitchen to keep it 

warm for me ” which they did.

Ila is from an era which produced some great people and she is 

certainly one of them.

As Australia’s All Over ‘Macca’ might say. “Ila, You’re a real Little 

Treasure.”

Bob Petrass
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,

What a great painting of Tasmanian Footballers 
from the 19th century.  Priceless. 

I feel sure the AFL would love to hang it in their 
boardroom.

‘Footy fanatic’, South Melbourne.

There has been a great amount of interest shown 
in this painting to date and I feel sure any collector 
of football memorabilia would love to have it 
hanging on their wall.

Dear MTT

We had a week in Hobart in mid - January, 
and so had a chance to flit around our much 
loved places along the Hobart waterfront, and 
so combining some visions from that little 
interlude with the content of the Summer MTT 
could I make two very humble suggestions - I’m 
only an interstate member after all;- The Bucket 
Puzzle. Have you referred the problem to Bob 
d’Boozer? I’m sure he would have visited the 
Lark Distlillery where they rebuild 200 litre casks 
into 100 litre casks and should have no trouble 
solving the Puzzle. If they can’t, I won’t buy their 
whisky any more!

- ‘The Shenandoah’, berthed on your waterfront. 
What a beautiful craft - I fully expected to see 
it mentioned in the Summer MTT. I did ask 
questions about it at the Museum, and it does 
appear to have an elusive story. However 
the crewman I spoke to was quite helpful 
and informative, and maybe it’s a job for Bob 
d’Boozeer along the waterfront pubs, rather 
than the internet? Could we have a photo 
anyway before it slips away - my mobile phone 
camera did not do it justice.

Thoroughly enjoy’The Times’ 

Best regards, Brian Hawley

 How is this for service Brian ? 

 Volunteer researcher Laurie Bahr, who transfers 
all Sid Heatley’s great ship stories onto disc for 
publication in MTT, has written a story on this 
beautiful boat which will be featured in our next 
edition No.32.  It will include 2 photos one of which 
Laurie took during our volunteer’s Christmas 
cruise on the Cartela. 

In regards to the ‘bucket puzzle’ our curator, Rona 
Hollingsworth, has the matter in hand and will 
report back to us. As for ‘Bob d’Boozer’ you are 
more likely to find him at ‘Shippies,’ but following 
your letter he will no doubt want to investigate the 
‘Lark Distillery’ which is opposite MMT.

Dear Bob,

I enclose another poem which may be suitable 
for inclusion in the Maritime Times. It is not 
specifically maritime in its theme, but the 
inspiration for it came about because we were 
`doing our boat thing’ at the time.We lived on 
our boat in marinas along the east coast of the 
mainland, and one day decided to go further 
south. We left the mainland from Wilson’s Prom. 
Victoria, and `island hopped’ across Bass Strait 
stopping off at Deal and Erith Isands on the 
way. Eventually we came into Carnarvon Bay, 

Port Arthur, after coming down the east coasts 
of Flinders Island and Tasmania. We anchored in 
the early evening sunshine, and I stood on the 
deck looking across the still water to the Isle of 
the Dead. I knew of the unmarked graves on 
this island, and the words of this poem dropped 
into my head as I looked at the tiny Isle. If we 
had not been living on a boat, I would not have 
started writing stories or poetry, and without the 
boating factor `Isle of the Dead’ would certainly 
not have been penned. I hope you like it,

Regards from

Margaret MacFadgen

Margaret, you are fast becoming our ‘Poet 
Laureate’ thanks for another great poem.Having 
visited the ‘Isle of the Dead’ twice, I found it a very 
moving and quite haunting experience which 
no visitor to Port Arthur should fail to see. It’s no 
wonder the grave- digger who lived on the Isle 
finished up in the insane asylum.

Hey Bob,

On behalf of the Southern Tasmanian Model & 
Collectors & the Modelers of the Round Table, 
I would like to thank you for advertising in the 
Newsletter No.29.

I have had a lot of enquiries and interest. I would 
like to say I am still on the hunt to answer some 
questions I received.

Thank you again.

Mykel Salter.

It was our pleasure to help Mykel, we are always 
available to support a good cause. Especially for 
an ‘old salt /er’ and fellow volunteer.

Hi Rona & Bob, 

A quick note re the fire buckets 
that are in pieces. I think there 
is note that these were from the 
barque Lufra. Alex McGregor 
owner. They are fire buckets and 
would have fitted in holder at 
the break of the poop deck.

They were cleaned and repainted 
and varnished by Dave O’May 
I think for the opening of the 
museum back in 1973. The staves 
are thicker where the hoops 
fit. This is due to them being 
sanded over the years, had the 
starves been the same thickness 
you could have pushed them 
up higher and thus tighter. Try 
getting them together and leave 
in a tub of water for a few days 
and they may swell up tight.

Re the football work in the 
Masterpiece ad. I have seen this 
before and I think it is done 
to commemorate the 1887 
match between Tasmania and 
Victoria which Tasmania won. 
I would have to check this. The 
Burn is Kenneth Burn, born 
at Richmond and Tassies top 

batsman in cricket from 1885 to 1910. He played 
in Australian test team in England 1889 (from 
memory) His test cap number was 57. My home 
at the Glebe was built in 1893 for him and he 
lived there till his death in 1956 at the age of 98. 
His grandfather on his mother’s side was William 
Gunning of Campaina House,  Campaina

Regards, 

Jonothan Davis

Thanks Jonothan, you are a wealth of knowledge.

Dear Bob,

Bill Nicholson’s challenging article ` The Mystery 
of the Montevideo Maru’ has awoken our 
mother’s family tragedy.

Her brother, Keith Trigg, was one of the many 
POWs that perished on the Montevideo Maru 
on that fateful day in July 1942.

My uncle Keith used an enlistment alias to join 
up as he was under age in June 1940. 

After serving in several anti tank units he was 
transferred to the 17 Anti Tank Battery, 

Royal Australian Artillery, in August 1941 and 
then in September he was sent to Rabaul.

He was one of eight children and the third 
eldest after my aunt Dorothy and my mother, 
Mabel Aileen Trigg. They all grew up in the small 
farming town of Tuggerah, New South Wales.

Keith’s alias (E K Triggs) appears on the Roll of 
Honour in the Commemorative Area at the 
Australian War Memorial on panel 20.

I look forward to reading the concluding sequel 
of Bill’s article and hope that he sheds further 
light on this wartime tragedy.

Lest We Forget

Mark Risby

Thank you for your interesting letter Mark. Bill 
Nicholson has provided us with some great articles 
with more to come.

Thanks Brian, beautifully written.
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president’s message

We are delighted to welcome the 

following NEW MEMBERS to the 

Maritime Museum.

Michael Breakspear (Concession) 

Lynn Kenneth Drew (individual) 

Anna Lucas (Individual)

Margaret Petrass-Morgan (Interstate) 

Malcolm Pudney (interstate) 

Raymond Smith (Volunteer) 

Allan Stanfield (Individual) 

Stephen Whitton (Concession)

Margaret Wilson (Volunteer) 

new members

Membership Fees
Categories of membership and 

annual fees effective each year 1 July 
to 30 June (including GST)

Individual $27.50

Family $38.50

Concessions: $15.00

Interstate $16.50

Overseas $16.50 +  
additional postage $8.50

Quarterdeck $25.00 
plus $275.00  donation

Life Membership $1000

once only, or 4 years Quarterdeck 
membership.

Pirate Club $5.00

Strategic planning…is it bureaucratic mumbo jumbo or an opportunity 
to establish a course for the future? I am convinced that the latter is true. 
Consequently, in order to determine where we are going, the Maritime Museum 
needs to know exactly where it stands, then determine where it wants to go and 
how it will get there.

The committee and staff have been meeting under the direction of committee 
member Charles Scarafiotti to determine the existing strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats relating to our organisation. Having reviewed our 
present position we will look at where we want to be – our vision, our mission and 
our values. Charles will then help us translate our broad goals into the Museum’s 
strategic plan.

Members are welcome to submit their views to the committee. However, we 
would prefer not to have an unregulated rush of proposals and ask that those 
interested in participating contact our administration officer, Mark Hosking, for 
guidelines.

The strategic plan is not just for internal use. The community recognises the 
Maritime Museum as an important institution on the waterfront so we need to 
develop a statement of purpose to allow us to negotiate with external bodies 
including Arts Tasmania, the Hobart City Council, Tasmanian Museum & Art 
Gallery, TasPorts and many others. Stakeholders with an interest also include our 
volunteers, employees and members.

The recent open day and ABC broadcast demonstrated the great public interest 
in our activities. Our plans for the future must recognise the community’s 
expectations.

Our setting adjacent to Sullivans Cove…what can we expect in years to come?

Sadly, we will soon be saying goodbye to Peta Knott our well known Maritime 
Heritage Coordinator. Peta has resigned in order to join her partner, Anthony, in 
Melbourne in June.  I wish her the very best for her own future.

 Peta has been with us for more than three years and in that time has been 
successful in improving the community's knowledge of maritime matters and 
indeed, its knowledge of our own Maritime Museum. Her work brought together 
many of the state's maritime organisations and reinforced the idea that we are 
the focal point for maritime heritage. Peta's numerous achievements include 
playing an active role in curatorial and research work. The flexibility offered by 
our organisation has enabled Peta to develop her undoubted skills to the utmost.

Peta's contribution to the working of the Maritime Museum will be sorely missed.

Colin Denny

Get Well

We wish Cynthia  McDougall a speedy 

recovery following her recent accident.

She is in St Johns Hospital but luckily she 

has the ever reliable Dougald to look after 

her when she’s well enough to  

come home.

Jan Cuthbertson is on the mend after 

breaking her right wrist in a fall. Luckily 

for us she had completed emailling Bern’s 

story on the Admiral. We extend to her 

our thanks and best wishes.

Also we send our best wishes to Lord 

Mayor Rob Valentine, a great supporter of 

our Maritime Museum, and trust he is on 

the mend following his motor-bike crash.
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Sponsor-ship
The Magazine needs more sponsors 

can you help? If so call Bob on  
6225 1004 or 044 768 1322

Thanks to these sponsors for 
keeping us afloat; The Mercury, 

K&D Warehouse Mitre 10, & 
Tasmanian Shipping Supplies

Thought of the Day

   If you can read this, thank a 
primary teacher

If you can read it in English,  
thank a soldier.

STOP PRESS.
In issue 22 we published an article on ‘The Marine Sextant, Celestial Navigation & 
Other Instruments of Traditional Navigation’  compiled by Captain Phil Porte.

This is now available in booklet form from our Museum for just a gold coin or 
two donation or you may order by mail for $5-00 which includes postage and 
handling to anywhere in the world. 

Stocks are limited, so order now to ensure you don’t miss out on this publication.

MARITIME TIMES AWARD

The very deserving recipients this 
issue are Monica and Joe Charlton 
who have been regular volunteers 
since joining in 2004. Joe is a retired 
Electronics engineer having served 
20 years in the R.A.N. Service and 
both Joe and Monica have great 
interest in Naval History and in par-
ticular Tasmanian Maritime History. 
Congratulations to both the award is 

thoroughly deserved.

from the Brig 
Mark, Admin. Officer

One volunteer is worth ten pressed 
men....

Regular front desk 
volunteer Phil Porte has 
recently volunteered to 
take on the role of Safety 
Officer for the Maritime 
Museum.  Phil’s years as a 
Master Mariner give him 
a wealth of experience for 
this important role.  Phil 
will maintain a watching 
brief around the museum 

and has the full support of the 
Museum Committee in ensuring 
that the space we work and exhibit 
in remains a safe one.

If you come across anything in 
the museum or offices upstairs 
that you believe compromises the 
safety of volunteers or visitors to 
the museum then please bring it 
to Phil’s attention.  Phil can usually 
be found behind, or near, the front 
desk on a Thursday morning or a 
message can be left for him.  He is 
currently recuperating from knee 

reconstruction work (NOT resulting 
from an accident in the museum!) 
and we wish him well. 

Peta and I recently attended a 
Disaster Planning seminar held 
in association with the Military 
Museum of Tasmania and TMAG at 
the TMAG repository and offices in 
Rosny.  The seminar focussed on 
the consequences for a museum’s 
collection of a disaster, such as fire 
or flood, and the practical needs 
of recovery and preservation for 
the collection.  We spent a day 
discussing the theory of how 
to prepare for and respond to a 
disaster and then a day enacting 
out a disaster scenario and putting 
into place what we had learnt.  We 
learnt the importance of planning 
before the event and in taking time 
to review and plan before jumping 
in to recover the collection.  Our 
task now is to translate what we 
learnt into a plan which would help 
the Maritime Museum protect and 
recover its collection in the not 
impossible event of a disaster. 

GOOD VALUE from MTT advertisers

In edition No.25 our Masterpiece @ IXL advt. featured the painting ‘Regatta’ 
depicting the 1938 Hobart Regatta painted by Betty Armstrong who once 
worked as an artist for the ‘Mercury’ newspaper and whose son Julian Hall was a 
knowledgeable guide for the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery.

The advertised price for this lovely painting was $25,000  
( less with Nevin Hurst’s usual discount for MTT members.)

Well we missed out on a bargain!

On 28th April it sold for $36,000 at Deutscher Hackett Auctions

�����
We sadly record the passing of Ken de 
Bomford a long standing member of 

the Maritime Museum and a very skilled 
model maker. One of the last models 
he made was the “Carnegie” which 

was an outstanding model researched 
and constructed to the finest detail. We 
extend sincere sympathies to his family.
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FOLLOW UP ON MONTEVIDEO MARU STORY  
PUBLISHED IN ISSUE 30

BISHOP SCHARMACH’S ACCOUNT
My copy of Bishop Scharmach's account of the Japanese 
occupation of Rabaul has just come to light, so here is 
what he wrote about the Montevideo Maru incident: 

"......Now a strange thing happened. Officers from Rabaul, 
whom I had not met, came to see me. Nothing official! 
After some small talk, they volunteered the information 
that all the civilians were put on board the Montevideo 
Maru, but on the way to Japan the ship was torpedoed 
near the Philippines and all civilians lost. (The POWs were 
apparently not mentioned - BN).

This was sad news indeed. Two more Japanese officers 
called on me on different days giving the same report. I 
grew suspicious. Never before had Japanese officers of 
their own accord given the slightest indication of the 
Empire's losses.

After hostilities the question of the Montevideo Marti came 
before the War Criminal Court at Rabaul. The Japanese 
told the Australian authorities what they had told me. But 
investigation at US Navy headquarters disclosed that the 
Americans had never torpedoed a ship like the Montevideo 
Maru near the Philippines.

Further a mass grave had been discovered at Matupit 
near Rabaul. Allegedly there were found in the grave wrist 
watches and other things identified as belonging to people 
who were supposedly on the Montevideo Marti.

Piecing this together it is highly probable that a 
Montevideo Marti never existed. The prisoners were taken 
by truck to Matupit and other places. Most likely they were 
equipped with spades and were ordered to dig a trench, 
after which machine guns mowed them down. It would 
have been easy for the Japanese to throw the bodies into 
the trench and cover the trench. That would have been in 
keeping with their forces procedure elsewhere. Just to put 
investigators on the wrong track they assiduously spread 
the story of the Montevideo Maru."

Bill Nicholson

Places - New Britain - Montevideo Maru

Over 1,000 soldiers and civilians from New Britain, New 
Ireland and surrounding islands died in the sinking of the 
Montevideo Maru off Luzon on 1st July 1942.

It is with deep regret that I have to inform 
you that [number and name] became 
missing on 1st July 1942 and is for 
official purposes presumed to be dead 
and desire to convey to you the profound 
sympathy of the Minister for the Army.

It is with deep regret that I have to inform you that 
the transmission of the nominal roll of the Japanese 
vessel Montevideo Maru which was lost with all 
personnel after leaving Rabaul in June 1942 shows that 
[name] was aboard the vessel and I desire to convey 
to you the profound sympathy of the Commonwealth 
Government. Minister for External Territories.

In October 1945, telegrams like the above were received 
by relatives of the military and civilian men captured by 
the Japanese in New Britain and New Ireland from January 
to June 1942. In Tokyo, Major H.S. Williams investigating 
the fate of missing POWs had uncovered the nominal rolls 
of the missing Rabaul men, and a letter of 6 January 1943 
confirming the loss of the prison ship Montevideo Maru in 
the records of Japan's Prisoner of War Information Bureau. 
This together with other pieces of evidence pointed to the 
loss of over 1,000 civilian and military POWs from Rabaul 
when the ship was sunk by the submarine U.S.S. Sturgeon 
off the coast of Luzon in the Phillipines, in the early hours 
of the 1st July 1942.

Except from Montevideo Maru - Lost Lives - The Second World War 
and the islands of New Guinea website.

Recently the History channel on pay TV ran a story on this 
tragedy which included interviews with a Japanese crew 
survivor and American submariners from the Sturgeon which 
sank the ship. Besides confirming the story of the sinking of 
the vessel this documentary also gave yet another version 
of the meaning of the word `Maru’, which appears on most 
Japanese ships, as `complete journey’ something this 
unfortunate ship failed to do. (Ed.)
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•  By Sid Heatley

The Lady Nelson
sailing most weekends

& public holidays
(1 1/2 hour duration)

$15 adults | $5 children

Phone 03 6234 3348

www.ladynelson.org.au

These two ships with names 

more appropriate for battleships 

than cruise ships were quite well 

known in the cruising world 

between the wars. When war broke 

out in 1914 there were at least five 

three funnelled ships on the stocks 

at German yards with three just 

completed.

 Of these five, three were for the 

Hamburg  - America Lines South 

American service presumably as 

an answer to the Hamburg – South 

– America’s service challenge with 

the big”Cap” liners. Two of these, with the unusual names  (for Hapag) of William 

O’swald and J.H Buchard were sisters; the other was the Tirpitz, a ship of similar size 

and build but with different propelling machinery. Tirpitz became well known as The 

Empress of Australia.

Construction of the two sisters, though fairly advanced was halted upon the outbreak 

of war and in 1916 the incomplete hulls were “sold” or transferred as reparations for 

Dutch ships sunk, in particular the loss of the Turbantia  of the Royal-Holland-Lloyd. It 

was to this company that the ships were allotted and later the William O’swalds name 

was changed to Brabantia and J.B. Buchard to Limburgia.

  When the war ended the Allies refused to recognise the sale and claimed that the 

two ships should be included in the list of vessels to be handed over by Germany as 

reparation. An international incident developed and the wrangle continued for four 

years but in spite of the Allies demands the ships were completed in 1920 and the 

Dutch took possession. The two ships as completed were considerably cut down as 

compared with their original design.

 The ships were triple screw and the machinery was a German arrangement of the 

system popular at that time in the United Kingdom, reciprocating engines on the outer 

shafts exhausting to low pressure turbine driving the centre shaft direct. The public 

rooms were on the grand scale, fittings being of a very high order and since both ships 

proved excellent sea boats they soon earned a high reputation for comfort.

  In 1926 Reliance and Resolute were sold back to the Hamburg – America Line. By 

1935, with the Atlantic trade at a low ebb, the four “Albert Ballins” lengthened and the 

Milwaukee and the St Louis in service the Resolute was really redundant by 1935. In 

that year the Hamburg- America Line were probably only too happy to find someone 

anxious to buy their large and excess ships. Italy was on the market for transport for 

the Abyssinian campaign and to Italy was Resolute sold. The Italians placed under the 

management of Lloyd Triestono and gave her the name Lombardia.

   On August 4th 1943, when taking on re-inforcements for Albania she was set on fire 

and sunk in Naples by an allied air attack. Four years afterwards she was raised from 

the harbour and towed away but the hulk was only fit for scrap and was demolished.

  The Reliance remained with the Hamburg – America Line as an ocean cruising vessel 

but in 1938 was gutted by a disastrous fire when in Hamburg. She became a total loss 

and was scrapped in 1941.

Prepared for publication by Laurie Bahr

Reliance & 
Resolute   

of 1920

Photo above: ‘Reliance’ birthed at 

Melbourne April 1938
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HOPWOOD POINT  
— South Bruny Island

The following story was recorded by Ken Hudspeth in 1991 from an account provided 

by Tom Murdoch- 'a summary as I recall it of Windas Smith's account, and events in the 

early 1950s.'

HMAS Dart, which was based in Hobart for many years, carried out surveying duties 

in D'Entreasteaux Channel and other parts of southern Tasmania. This is recorded 

in the title to Approaches to the Derwent chart, the list of officers concluding with 

Midshipman Hopwood: the survey date was about 1898.

From 1945-52 The Governor of Tasmania was Sir Hugh Binney, who had as a midshipman 

been a contemporary of Hopwood, by then also a retired admiral. It is probable that Sir 

Hugh brought an article in Blackwoods Magazine to the attention of Windas Smith, a 

wartime RANR officer who served with RN and was absorbed in matters naval and the 

British connection.

The article, I assume, was written by Hopwood and (I also assume) recorded the 

charting service of HMAS Dart, and his pleasure at having his own name allotted to 

Hopwood Point, on the Bruny shore just south of Partridge Island. Following the title 

was a quotation—

"We have memory, so that we may have roses in December".

The article concluded with the request that anyone reading it who was in a position 

to do so, might be willing to plant a rosebush on Hopwood Point so that there might 

indeed, in the Antipodes, be roses in December.

This of course was a project to appeal to W.A. Smith. Then living at Waterloo on the 

Huon River, he acquired a rosebush, anchored his yacht Elf offshore, and armed with a 

spade ( and possibly a crowbar) landed rather perilously through a swell on Hopwood 

Point, and with some of his crew, duly planted the bush.

Sadly, a later visit revealed that the rocky ground, sea air and grazing cattle had 

been too much for the bush.

Nothing daunted, Windas procured another bush, and pressed me while away 

on an Xmas Regatta cruise to supplement his crew on a replacement expedition. 

This time a stout wire guard was provided to counter the cattle, at least.

Windas took photographs and sent them with a suitable letter to report that the 

admiral's wishes had been carried out.

A gracious reply eventually came—not from the admiral, but his widow: the 

old gentleman had died on the day his rose was planted. Windas displayed and 

quoted the letter on many occasions.

Audrey Hudspeth

������
C O R N E R

Far from home 
they take their rest, 
under the trees 
where small birds nest, 
in the abode 
of forgotten men,  
no one remembers  
from where, or when.

Visitors walk 
the weathered pier. 
Your silence deep  
do they feel, or hear,  
or know tiny Isle, 
by chance comprehend  
the lot of those 
you now attend?

They the forgotten, 
now take their rest  
where sea - eagles fly;  
they are caressed 
by wind and wave,  
by sun and storm,  
but safe their repose,  
held fast `til Morn.

Dust returns 
from whence it came,  
regardless of whether  
the grave bears a name.  
Guard in your heart 
O Isle of the Dead;  
keep sanctified 
the forgotten men’s bed.

© Copyright 2001 M R MacFadgen

��������	
�����

ADVERTISING  RATES
per Quarterly Issue for M.T.T.

Full page   $75

1/2 page    $45

1/4 page   $30

1/8 page   $20

ES
T.
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On Sunday 28th March 2010, 750 people crowded into the 

Carnegie Building to celebrate the Maritime Museum’s ten years 

on the waterfront.

The Maritime Museum of Tasmania was founded in 1974, but 

it took 26 years of volunteers’ petitioning to find waterfront 

premises. The new location was easy for visitors to find and 

strengthened the connection between the museum collection 

and the maritime environment.  The last 

ten years has seen the museum increase 

in professionalism, improve displays and 

interpretation and gain greater public profile. 

Efforts worthy of a big party!

The official opening in 2000 was an invitation 

only event with special guest, Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth. Ten years later, everyone was 

invited, so locals and tourists could experience 

the maritime heritage of Tasmania. Many locals 

took the opportunity to visit the museum, many 

for the first time, others for the first time since 

coming on a school excursion. Special events 

were held for the day including live music from 

saltwater rock band ‘Trawldogs’, activity sheets 

and Chris Wisbey’s ABC Statewide weekend 

program broadcasting live from the museum 

sharing the activities with the rest of Tasmania 

and interviewing many of our members.

Amongst the chaos of the foyer, Chris Wisbey 

deftly interviewed significant museum members selected for 

their community involvement as well as their connection with 

the museum. Rex Cox was the first to be interviewed about 

the history of the museum. Then long time researcher Audrey 

Hudspeth revealed just what keeps the library people busy. 

Jeff Gordon, former museum manager, came all the way from 

Melbourne to recount his memories of the Royal Opening in 2000. 

Bill Foster was able to tell us stories of his first apprenticeship on 

recent museum donation, Westward. Alan Scholten was selected 

to speak because he is one of our rare still employed volunteers! 

The task of compiling a list of all visiting navy ships was discussed 

by Mickey Benefiel who also volunteers on Lady Nelson. The 

last person to be interview was consummate volunteer Don 

Mitchell who not only donates his time to the museum but also 

the Penitentiary Chapel and School for Seniors. Copies of these 

interviews are available for loan from the museum.

The  radio broadcast culminated with the cutting of the cake by 

founding member Philip Fowler. The cake was quickly consumed 

by the hoards of visitors who then disappeared back into the 

galleries to absorb some more maritime history.

Sadly, this is my last Knott News report. In June, I am moving 

north to seek new adventures on the Mainland. Thank you for 

having me as part of the Maritime Museum community for the 

last three years. It has been a wonderful experience for me; 

absorbing the abundant local maritime history, learning from 

the phenomenally knowledgeable museum members, meeting 

other fanatical boaty people and working with thousands of 

collection items. I would like to thank those who have shared 

their knowledge and experience with me and those who 

have assisted with exhibitions and events particularly when 

measuring boats in less than ideal conditions! As I leave, I know 

that the museum is in safe hands with committed volunteers 

and staff, and  dedicated Captain Colin and Master Mike at the 

helm.  With the ongoing work of the volunteers and members, 

the museum will continue to develop into the future while firmly 

grounded in looking after the past. I wish all at the museum safe 

sailing for the years to come.

The one benefit of resigning as Maritime Heritage Coordinator 

is that I can finally become a member. Sign me up now please,  I 

have to keep track of what is happening at the  museum through 

the Maritime Times!

Peta Knott

There were many knowledgeable maritime folk in the Maritime 

Museum and everyone managed to follow the cryptic clues to 

the ten most significant objects around the galleries. Surprisingly, 

not one visitor correctly identified all of the ten mystery objects. 

Perhaps they should study the mystery objects with answers 

that are now on our website www.maritimetas.org and be better 

prepared for their next visit to the museum! 

Knott News
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Shipwrights Arms Hotel
(Established 1846)

29 Trumpeter Street, Battery Point
Phone: 03 6223 5551

Situated in the heart of historic Battery Point,
“Shippies” is lined with a unique collection

of Tasmania’s past, both maritime and historical

A traditional old English corner pub,
filled with history, tradition, and pride

including photographs of every ‘Sydney to Hobart’ winner

Owen Humphries (Licensee)
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Back in Tasmania with our vessel sitting on a trailer in a 
paddock at Cambridge, we lost two months begging for a shed 
somewhere in Hobart where she could undergo her restoration, 
but no takers.

In desperation I contacted Wesley Hazell at ‘Forest Home’ on the 
banks of the Huon River at Judbury. Wesley’s reply was “Come on 
down I have just the place for you.”  It was his large apple packing 
shed no longer in use.

With the very strong backing and great dedication of the crew 
who helped build and sail “Norfolk” and Wesley’s incredible 
support during her restoration, she was ready for her re-
launching. Three and a half years after bringing her home, on 21 
November 2009 she was on her trailer on the banks of the Huon 
River at Huonville surrounded by a large crowd to watch as Fiona 
Peate, the only woman in the restoration crew,  re-Christened 
and re-launched the oldest still working boat in Australia.

When “Admiral” returned to Hobart as “Myra” she weighed two 
and a quarter tonnes. On re-launch day, with her rudder and 
all her oars, she weighed 900 kilograms. She had shed a lot of 
weight.

During her restoration we had decided that because of the 
help and interest shown in the Huon Valley that she should be 
launched into the Huon River and rowed and sailed home to 
Hobart.

It was a miserable day to be out in an open boat and our event 
was one of the few that had not been called off because of 
inclement weather. After a few rows past the crowd for photo 
opportunities we waved our farewells and headed off down river 
into a cold and wet SE wind right on the nose accompanied as far 
as Franklin by a group of rowers in a 34 ft whaleboat headed by 
John Young.

All of our rowers had their backs to the weather but at the tiller, I, 
like “Admiral”, was nose on to the poor conditions which played 
havoc with my nose and face, sun screen simply washed off.  With 
eight rowers, four could stop to have a bite to eat and quench 
their thirst while the other four kept the vessel moving.

We called into Franklin for a toilet stop and to stretch our legs. I 
needed fur lined gloves to bring my hands up to temperature. 
Fortunately one of the crew produced a pair. Doctor Geeves 
nearly my age braved the conditions and welcomed us to Port 
Huon. He warmed my hands in a dry towel while the crew hauled 
“Admiral” out and secured her for the night. While some of the 
crew set up camp around a drift wood fire, Jan had found a small 
cottage where I could thaw out and get my joints mobile again.

Still raining from the SE, as early as we could next morning we 
pushed off and headed across the Huon to Wattle Grove where 
we hugged the shore and rowed down inside the fish farms to 
avoid the slop. Before opening Petchy’s Bay we made fast to one 
of the fish farm buoys for the crew to take a break and a snack. 

Sitting in the stern, not only having a view of the crew and their 
improving rowing, I could see quite clearly what we were about 
to encounter. I told the crew it would be hopeless to put her on 
a direct course as we normally would as the slop would stop our 
progress, but that we should head across river and dodge East 
along the Southern shore. I said the boat would jerk and roll and 
to watch the oars did not clobber them under the chin.

They did well. They could not stop. Four could not take a spell 
or the boat would have blown away sideways. I kept calling 
encouragement. “Keep it up people. Only a few hundred metres 
to go”. I could see a mooring buoy and I called, “ Man in the bow 
stand by to pick up the mooring. Easy oar, lie on your oars until 
you get your breath”.

The hardest part was over. After a well earned rest my crew’s 
bodies had cooled and they needed to begin rowing again. The 
plan was to reach Surveyor’s Bay where David Evans had access 
to the family shack which we all knew had an open fire where 
we could all sleep and keep warm.

Hugging the shore to Surges Bay, then a battle to Police Point 
with the wind stronger, we put a line on a moored yacht and 
discussed our situation. It is not good policy to run away from 
a windward shore to leeward. The row to Surveyors Bay was 
impossible. Before dark we needed to be somewhere more 
civilised for food and shelter. The mast was stepped an odd set 
of sails from previous vessels were tipped out of the sail bag. 
A small spritsail was run up the mast. We let go from the yacht 
and allowed her head to fall away towards Port Cygnet with 
SE wind on our Starboard quarter. She increased speed as we 
increased sail from the mixture we had. We even made a sheet 
fast to the large flag flying from the flag pole aft, using an oar 
for a bumpkin.

She sailed beautifully and fast leaving little wake from her 
perfectly designed run-up to her transom stern. She must 
have looked a sight sailing through the fleet of the yacht race 
on that Sunday afternoon. We could not avoid going through 
the finishing line. The judges gave us loud applause and a 
toot on the finish horn. They actually identified us. Sailing on I 
recognised Robley’s Point where the Wilson family built so many 
famous wooden sailing Ketches and Schooners. It was quite 
unlike the place my father and I had towed “Derwent Hunter” 
away from with “Weerutta” in 1946 to have her Gardner engine 
installed in Hobart, 64 years ago. Both vessels are still alive and 
well being close to the same age.

RESTORED “ADMIRAL”
RETURNS HOME TO HOBART
(continued from page 1)

Under sail photo by Michael Bird
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More people realised what boat it was as the sails were handed 
and the oars went in their rowlocks and the eight rowers picked 
up their rhythm from stroke oar. By this time I can say they were 
perfect and were perfect to watch from shore. We could hear 
loud exclamations “That’s the “Admiral”, doesn’t she look good”. 
We felt good too as her keel ran softly onto the beach where she 
was soon surrounded by local people.

A BBQ was in progress to which we were invited. The Commodore 
of the Port Cygnet Yacht Club offered all hands to shower and to 
sleep at the Club. As we sailed into the long deep area of Port 
Cygnet the crew realised it would not be easy to row out again. 
However after a relaxed night, the warmth and a good breakfast 
they had renewed strength and took to their oars like Vikings.

Straight across the port to the Eastern shore and out past Deep 
Bay brought Huon Island into view. It was going to be a tough 
row. We enjoyed a short break moored to a fish farm and a longer 
break moored to a farm beacon abreast of Oil Butt Reef, West of 
Huon Island. This reef acquired its name in the early days when a 
copper sheathed wooden decked pontoon with a gantry to hold 
a bell was moored near the reef and the bell would ring when 
the swell broke over the reef and hit the pontoon. I remember it 
as a kid. It looked like one of the early U.S oil rigs that were called 
Oil Butts. I liked to hear the bell ring. My father would sail close 
by when heading towards Garden Island Creek to load timber 
from Clennett’s mill.

The wind and water were much calmer as we came under the lee 
of Huon Island. We allowed her to drift in a very smooth patch 
while the crew took on fuel and water. Recharged, we cleared 
the Northern tip of the island and out into the wind and slop 
and headed for Arch Island. The wind had eased and the rain 
had cleared away. John Peate was bow watch and I asked him 
to prepare the anchor and cable ready to lower under the lee of 
Arch Island.  With the anchor holding well the mast was stepped, 
the sail bent to the mast, the sprit into the head of the sail and the 
butt of the mast. With anchor aboard, we motor sailed towards 
Gordon. This is a term we use when sailing and rowing at the 
same time.

The scenery along this shore to Three Hut Point is very rugged 
and spectacular with large water polished grey boulders. Off 
Gordon we were running free, skipping along nicely with SE on 

the Starboard quarter. We had intended calling into 
Gordon and Woodbridge, however, both being on 
a lee shore without shelter we chose the long haul 
to Kettering where we were greeted by Christina 
and Picton Hay with a jug of soul warming whisky, a 
wonderful thought and most welcomed by the crew.

Well ahead of schedule, we called a lay day. Most of 
the crew camped in the hotel grounds surrounded by 
old English Oaks and enjoyed a safe camp-fire and free 
showers. 

Next morning the boat was made respectable and 
we were invited for afternoon tea to Christina and 
Picton’s beautiful home overlooking the Cove. There 
were twelve of us including friends and we all enjoyed 
delicious food, real coffee, and a tour of the home by 
our generous hosts. We were all pleased we had taken 
this lay day.

The following morning was fine with a light ESE wind. We made 
direct for Bruny Island shore then motor sailed along the shore 
close in around Bligh’s Point where Captain Bligh had careened 
his ship “Porpoise” on the South side during his semi blockade of 
the River Derwent in 1809.

It was interesting to watch the clear colours of the bottom passing 
by under the keel as we sailed close in past Nebraska Beach to 
Dennes Point. Opening the River Derwent, our intention was to 
hug the Eastern shore but this was not to be. The wind began to 
head us forcing us in on the Northern end of Kingston Beach for 
the night. Sadly the next morning there was half a gale down 
river and we sought a tow from a powerful fishing vessel which 
delivered us to the Derwent Sailing Squadron where we hauled 
her out and gave her a thorough clean out ready to receive His 
Excellency the Governor on the Saturday.

The Hon. Peter Underwood was keen to join us for the historic 
event of “Admiral’s” return to Hobart. The vessel was built in 1865 
during the reign of Queen Victoria and was used as the Royal 
barge to take her representative, the Governor of the day to 
the Royal Hobart Regatta each year. His Excellency and Aide de 
Camp joined us on the Saturday morning. Protocol dictated the 
Governor had to be last on board and first off.

With eight rowers in perfect unison after sixty miles of practice 
and in perfect silence the crew rowed past the old slip-yards at 
Battery Point and on to Sullivan’s Cove. The Governor enjoyed his 
row in the 145 years old rowing ferry and he gave an excellent 
speech. In part, he said ‘not to have it on exhibition would be 
akin to not allowing visitors to enter the Port Arthur site’. Sadly 
the news media did not attend this historic event that we had 
hoped would let Tasmanians know “Admiral” had arrived.

“Admiral” is back in her apple shed being cared for by Wesley 
Hazell until we find a home for her in Hobart. We sincerely 
thank Ian Parsons who kindly arranged for sponsorship by the 
Company he represents, Sunderland Marine Insurance Co. Ltd. 
and this now covers us for taking passengers to experience 
rowing trips in the oldest boat in Australia that is still working. 

Bern Cuthbertson
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Masterpiece @ IXL

2/ 19A Hunter Street, Hobart, Tasmania

ph. 03 6231 3144 fax. 03 6231 3143

email. info@masterpiece.com.au

www.masterpiece.com.au

Two unknown ships entering the Tamar River circa 1850 
with the Low Head lighthouse in the background

Oil on canvas laid on board

Thomas Robertson was a master mariner who made many 
voyages across Bass Strait. 
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A donation of  $100 per ship will 
be made to the Maritime Museum 
of Tasmania on behalf of anyone 
who can identify either or both of 
these ships.

Nevin Hurst
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An Australian, a Chinaman and a 
New Zealander were shipwrecked.

 The Aussie said to the Kiwi “ you go 
and look for fresh water, I’ll look for 
wreckage, and Ming you look for 
supplies.”  Some time later the New 
Zealander came back with the water 
and met up with the Aussie who had 
recovered some wreckage, where 
is Ming they wondered.  Suddenly 
Ming jumped out from behind a big 
tree and shouted ‘ SUPPLIES.”

(Contributed by  
Junior volunteer, Benjamin Denduang.)

Notes from the Curator
New Donations

Colin has told you of the latest, largest donation to the Maritime Museum. I will tell 
you of some smaller but also very special, recent donations, each with a unique and 
interesting story. You can see them in our New Donations Case, near the Wall of 
Models. 

The most colourful items are 
numerous small flags printed 
on felt, which were donated by 
Philip Fowler. These belonged to 
the Captain of the Oberhausen 
which was captured at Port Huon 
in 1914 while loading apples. 
In fact she was the first foreign 
vessel to be taken by the allies in 
World War I. The provenance of 
the ‘flags’ was very significant, but 
what were they for? The question 
was answered by local flag expert, 
Mark Risby. He discovered they 
were Tobacco felts sold with 
packets of cigars and tobacco and 
collected just as cigarette cards 
were more recently. (In America 
some felt collections were made 
into quilts.) 

Also on display is a first edition of The Raft Book which was donated by Museum 
President, Colin Denny. Written by noted Tasmanian aviator, Harold Gatty, the book 
was produced by the US Navy during World War II for use in case of emergency 
bailouts over the sea. To make it waterproof the book was printed on tarred paper 
which had become very crumbly and fragile. Cobus van Breda, Conservator at 
TMAG, did an excellent job of conserving and boxing the book. 

Tom Murdoch, another Museum member, made both the half model and cased 
model of the EZ ore carrier, MV Ransdorp, which was donated to the Museum by his 
nephew, Anthony Murdoch Dunn. The vessel had special meaning to Tom since he 
worked for the EZ Company and it is certainly a significant addition to our collection.

Unfortunately a Launceston man who purchased Australian Whaling Company 
shares during the Great Depression lost his money. However, we have gained from 
his loss with the donation of the original share script by Craig MacAulay. Perhaps 
the purchaser was influenced by Sir Douglas Mawson’s comment in a Sydney Mail 
article announcing the formation of the company: “Almost at the doors of Australia 
lie mighty stretches of sea teeming with wealth.” (How times have changed.)

Another fascinating document on display is a browning foolscap page with samples 
of pigeon mail presumably glued on by a Hobart clerk in the 1920s. Christopher 
Jones donated a folder of these tiny messages which were attached to pigeons 
by Tasman and Maatsuyker lighthouse keepers. Multiple birds were sent off in the 
hope that at least one would elude predatory birds.   

Only a few of many fascinating donations can be mentioned here or displayed in 
the New Donations Case. For example, a pair of sculling oars, are too large for the 
case but will be perfect for a future display on recreation; and a wonderful collection 
of research material relating to Tasmanian whalers, is invaluable for research. Even 
if donated items are not displayed they will always be recorded and available for 
viewing or research. 

Rona Hollingsworth

Model of the Ransdorp

Tobacco felts

Heartiest 
CONGRATULATIONS

to three ‘True Blue’ Champions.

NEIL ROBERTSON, Australia’s new World 

Champion snooker player.

MARK WEBBER winner of the Spanish 

Formula 1 Grand Prix

JESSICA WATSON now in the home 

straight of her epic around the world 

voyage. GO GIRL GO.  

You are a ‘ fair dinkum superstar’.
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With St Patrick’s Day celebrations 
recently there would have been 
gallons of Guinness and many, many 
bottles of Irish Whiskey consumed all 
around the world.

The Irish claim to have invented 
whiskey much to the disgust of the 
Scots who have long claimed it as their 
own. However although Scotch whisky 
is world famous the Irish have much 
more than their well known ‘Jamesons’ 
to offer drinkers of this popular 
beverage.

You may be surprised to learn that 
there are over 150 whiskeys made in 
Ireland all spelt with the letter ‘e’ which 
was added in the 19th century to give 
them distinction.

Their labels read ‘triple distilled’ a 
process the Scots do twice and ‘ Pure 
Pot Still’ which is the term they use for 
single malt. They often use unmalted 
barley as well as malted, which is dried 
in the kilns without the peat that gives 
some Scotches a smokiness.

Most are aged in bourbon and Spanish 
Oloroso sherry casks for five to seven 
years, with light touches of spicey 
wood for an edgy flavour.  Jamesons 
also produce a 12 year old Special 
Reserve for around $60- and a 18 year 
old Limited Reserve for the discerning 
whiskey drinker for about $140-.

 Regardless of your choice of whisky or 
whiskey you can be sure to enjoy both

Bob d’Boozer,  can we drink it?      

Yes we can!

Book Review:

RIVER COLNE SHIPBUILDERS
A Portrait of Shipbuilding 1786®1988

John Collins and James Dodd (Jardine Press,Wivenhoe, 2009) 314pp 
including index and glossary;( 28 pounds)

In his foreward to this encyclopedic and absorbing history of the rise, 
fortunes and decline of shipyards along the River Colne in North East Essex, 
Captain Richard Woodman, Elder Brother of Trinity House, notes that there 
"only a few decades ago, several commercial yards built a variety of craft 
from modest commercial fishing smacks intended for local use, to luxury 
yachts-both sail and steam-designed for world cruising, and for owners 
whose requirements varied from demontable prefabrication in order that 
their vessel could be conveyed inland, high into the Andes and assembled 
on Lake Titicaca, to an auxiliary steam schooner fitted with a mission school 
and ordered for the use of the Bishop of Melanesia."

The authors, John Collins, archivist with the Nottage Insitute at Wivenhoe 
and purchaser of my only boat I ever owned (three years later being wrecked 
by a Colchester bound coaster) and James Dodd, a serving shipwright and 
accomplished artist, have put together an evocative history encompassing 
the former shipyards along the River Colne. Running down from Colchester 
to Rowhedge on the west bank opposite to Wivenhoe to Brightlingsea 
near the merging with the River Blackwater and the coastal North Sea the 
authors trace with lavish maps, photos of long gone vessels and young and 
old workers, shipyard records and the words and memories of those who 
built, managed and saw the boom and bust that goes with the shipping 
industry.

Each shipyard is covered from Stuttles at the Hythe to Aldous at 
Brightlingsea, from the speedy racing yachts and cutters and schooners to 
the iron and steel vessels of the Rowhedge Ironworks and the last working 
yard at Brightlingsea which closed in 1989.

5000 ships were built along the river in this 200 year period. Colne 
shipbuilders pioneered new designs to produce racing yachts for the rich 
to iron plated dredgers for the Sudan and motor torpedo boats for the 
Royal Navy in World War 2.

Philip Sainty in Colchester built fast fishing smacks some of which were used 
for local smuggling. To square the account Sainty also built cutters for HM 
Customs. Sainty was in prison for smuggling himself when the Marquis of 
Anglesea Wellington's second in command, bought him out of Chelmsford 
Goal in order for Sainty to build the `Emerald ' in 1819 so the Marquis could 
join the new sport of yachting.

Rowhedge relied on building fishing smacks from the early 19th century as 
did all the Colne shipyards, including those used for oyster dredging (one 
"The Pioneer", was relaunched in 2003). In 1904 the Rowhedge Ironworks 
was formed and up to the 1950's was building paddle steamers for the 
Sudanese government which were shipped out in numbered pieces for 
assembly on the Nile. In 1943 the Rowhedge Ironworks bought the 
Wivenhoe shipyards (then derelict) to build minesweepers and fishing 
vessels. Post war the Rowhedge yard built tankers, barges and tugs ranging 
down to dinghys and passenger vessels. The Rowhedge yard closed in 1965.



Maritime Times of Tasmania Autumn 2010 | 17

�������	
����������	�

Any news from the Colonies Watson ?

Yes Holmes, Melbourne Town was hit by 
a supercell thunderstorm

 which pelted it with hail stones as big 
as tennis balls.

My word that 
would have made a 

‘racquet’  Ha, Ha.

‘Love’ the pun Holmes, couldn’t ‘fault’ it, 
thought it was ‘ace’ old boy.

Quiet so, anything 
else ?

 Something called a bingle 
bungle,where a young lady 

dropped her ring into the toilet.

A ‘flash in the pan’ eh !  no doubt 
the boy friend will be blamed for 

leaving the seat up.

Wivenhoe (under Forrest & Sons management from 1888 to 
1903) had the only dry dock between Lowestoft and London.
The yard as a speciality built vessels for export; some paddle 
steamers and barges were sent in 
sacks and crates as numbered pieces 
for assembly overseas supervised 
by Wivenhoe employees. After the 
Depression the yard was reopened 
in November 1939 by government 
decree as a subsidiary of Rowhedge 
Ironworks. The main output was 
small fishing boats and wooden 
minesweepers to deal with magnetic 
mines. After a large barge was built 
in 1986 by the Cook company small 
dinghys and yachts were produced by 
the Colne Marine and Yacht Co which 
ended shipbuilding at Wivenhoe in 
1999.

Brightlingsea is a limb of the Cinque 
Port of Sandwich and had a dry dock 
existing in the 1560's. The arrival of 
rail in 1866 gave the local fishermen access to the London 
markets and expanded the fishing fleet for oysters and fish 
(particularly sprats) which at its peak numbered around 200 
vessels. By 1864 the Aldous yard was the largest shipbuilder 
in the town. In 1941 660 workers were employed building 
landing craft, motor torpedo boats, harbour launches, 
refuellers and airborne lifeboats for the RAF. From 1945 
small tugs and ferries were built mainly for West and East 

Africa, India and Ceylon. The yard as James and Stone closed 
in 1989.

The era of large scale shipbuilders on the Colne is at an 
end. Traditional boat building classes 
are given at the Nottage Institute 
in Wivenhoe and recreational boat 
builders remain a Brightlingsea and 
Colchester Hythe.

“River Colne Shipbuilders" is a model 
of what a local maritime history 
should be. The illustrations are both 
prolific and evocative, the recorded 
memories of former workers relive 
the labour and methods of past 
shipbuilding. The authors have held 
up a mirror to the past which reflects 
their own dedication.

John Livermore

Website:www.johnlivermore.com.au

The Website for the publishers 
Jardine Press is www.jardinepress.

co.uk. And James Dodd can be contacted at Jardine Press 
Ltd, Barnacle House, 20 St John's Road, Wivenhoe, Essex C07 
9DR; his email is info@jardinepress.co.uk.

The Maritime Museum of Tasmania is most grateful to Mr John 
Collins at Jardine Press for donating a copy of their excellent 
publication ‘River Colne Shipbuilders’ to our library.

Did you know?
The word ‘photography’ comes from the 

Greek words for light and writing, and it 

was first used in 1839. The first photograph 

is believed to have been taken by French 

inventor Joseph Nicephore Niepce in 1826. 

It was of the view from an upper-storey 

window of his home in the village of St-

Loup-des-Varennes. Today more than 80 

billion photos are taken around the world 

every year.

Penguins can jump almost as high as 2m.

Only one day of the week has an anagram. 

Monday = Dynamo.

It takes 8 minutes for light to travel 150 million 

kilometers from our Sun to Earth.

A swoosh of soft drink down your toilet bowl to 

clean it, works wonders.

And something I feel sure you have always 

wanted to know ! Pigs always sleep on their 

right side.  
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Answers on page 23

from
the galley

Thai Chicken Rissoles
Preparation time:  20 minutes 
Cooking time.  10 minutes + 10 minutes 
soaking

Ingredients    (Serves 4)

500g chicken mince 
50g rice vermicelli 
1 carrot, grated 
1 zucchini, grated 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh coriander 
1 egg white 
1 cup rolled oats 
2 tablespoons sweet chilli sauce, plus extra 
to serve.  

1. Soak noodles in boiling water until soft 
(about 10mins.)  Drain well and cut into 
smaller pieces with scissors.

2. Place chicken, noodles, egg white, oats, 
carrot,zucchini, sweet chilli sauce and 
coriander into a bowl and mix by hand 
to combine.

3. Divide mixture into 8 equal portions 
and shape into patties. 

4. Line a baking tray with foil, arrange 
patties on tray and spray both sides 
lightly with olive oil spray.

5. Cook under a pre-heated grill on 
medium-high heat for 5 minutes each 
side or until cooked through.

6. Serve with extra sweet chilli sauce and 
steamed Asian greens.

To compliment this easy and quick to 
make meal, I suggest a Drayton’s Hunter 
Valley Semillon or  a Marlborough (NZ) 
Sauvignon Blanc.

Bon Appetit’, Lucky Pierre

Nautical Crossword Puzzle IV

WELCOME ABOARD
To the latest addition to our ranks of ‘top 
quality advertisers’  ‘JUST TASSIE BOOKS ’ 
the buy, swap & sell shop where you can 
“love to read a book with Duncan, ‘cause 

Duncan’s your mate.”
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“calm before
the storm?”

Don't let your business get caught in stormy conditions!

For independent, objective,  business and marketing advice,  

talk to Kim Newstead at calm® and enjoy a smooth passage.

Corporate & Leisure Marketing Pty Ltd
23 Thompson Way, Clifton Beach, Tasmania 7020

Telephone: (03) 6248 8644       Fax: (03) 6248 8646

Email: knewstead@calm.net.au

Strategy, Business, Communications & Research Consultants
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The Errol Flynn  
Society of Tasmania

founded 1979

To become a member of our happy 
band and enjoy our social events,  

just contact:

Genene on (03) 62494700 or 
errolflynn@aapt.net.au

You will be made most welcome.

ERROL FLYNN  

DAY
Errol Flynn’s 100th Birthday 

Celebrations in June 2009 

were such a huge success 

that it is proposed to name 

the 20th June each year ‘Errol 

Flynn Day’ and celebrate it 

with a Film Festival, Pirate 

Ship Adventure, Archery 

Competition etc.etc.

We would encourage all 

Tasmanians to celebrate 

this day and build it into 

yet another great tourist 

attraction for our Island 

State.

Bob Petrass

Vice-President E.F.S.O.T.

Donations
We sincerely thank both Bern 

Cuthbertson and David Dilger for 
their donations to the Museum. 

The Historic 
Yacht Westward

The cutter Westward off Castray Esplanade in 1948

The Maritime Museum has exciting news about our latest donation. By the 
time the issue goes to print Vice-President Mike Webb will have inspected the 
yacht Westward in the Mary River, Queensland. Mike will be evaluating the 
requirements to bring Westward home. 

The historic 12.8 metre cutter, launched by Jock Muir in 1947, won the Sydney 
Hobart race in 1947 and 1948 navigated by Muir for the owner George Gibson. 
Westward is the only Tasmanian yacht to have won two Sydney Hobart races so 
its return will be a emotional occasion, particularly for our yachting community.

In order to properly manage and display the yacht as a working example of local 
boatbuilding and yachting skills the museum will probably set up a separate 
trust similar to the May Queen Trust. 

We will release further reports when more information is available.
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No. 16 

Seizing
Seizing is similar to Whipping, but is made 

around two ropes, or one rope curved 

to form an Eye. It is a very effective way 

of securing ropes when well made and 

capable of taking considerable strain. 
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12-25 Morrison Street, Hobart

GPO Box 1099, Hobart, 7001

Phone. 03 6234 5422 Fax. 03 6223 7797

chandlery@peterjohnston.com.au

SUPPLIERS OF

MARINE EQUIPMENT

AND SAILMAKERS TO

HOBART

SINCE 1964

New Delhi.  

The Taj Mahal, India’s famed white-marble monument to love 

is turning yellow due to pollution. The Government is now 

considering applying a mud pack to restore the 17th century 

building’s look.  The monument was built by mogul emperor Shah 

Jahan between 1632 and 1654 for his favourite wife, Mumtaz Mahal. 

His plans for an identical monument made from black-marble for 

himself were never realized.

-Must have been a Collingwood supporter.-

China.  

A Myna bird manages to shut up two noisy parrots by mimicking a 

cat’s miaow.

The bird’s owner said the annoyed myna had noticed the parrots 

became very quite whenever a cat was around. “Whenever the 

parrots get too noisy, the myna calls their bluff by mimicking the 

cat, and the parrots hush up right away.”

-Wonder what the cat makes of this imposter.-

Madrid.  

A Spanish bank repossessed a house and put it up for auction when 

the owner stopped making her mortgage payments. The new 

owner was in for a shock when he entered his new property to find 

the mummified body of the previous owner. The corpse had been 

preserved by the salty air in the seaside town of Roses.  She had 

been dead for 6 years but nobody had bothered to look inside the 

house.

- Talk about having a quiet neighbour. This one really takes the ca(r)ke. 

Nautical 

Crossword 

Puzzle IV 

Answers



Visitors Book 2010

Steve & Jeanette Eggerstedt Great insight into the  Townsville     
history of Tasmania.

Rahel Hanil Very Interesting
Germany

Gloria Theis Great
Colorado, USA                   

William & Christine Gemmell Very enlightening
Lesmahagow  Scotland           

Ruby Mathers Fascinating.  Thanks
Melbourne                             

Gary & Marsha Tepuer Most interesting.    
San Diago, USA Great Volunteers**

G & R Doughty Well done. Enjoyed it
Ulverstone   Tas.

Gyenee Excellent
Korea                         

Gavin Steele Fascinating well laid out   
Margate, Kent, England.  museum.  Well worth the visit.

Rorai & Howard Semins ( where, in the song, “there is a   
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. pawn shop on the corner”)

Anna Andermatt Great Museum
Switzerland                        

Myrna Carter Well done.
North Vancouver. Canada    

The Havedoorns An excellent collection.  It   
Nowra.  NSW shows great commitment

Mrs Blackmore Exceptional and best Museum
NSW               

Yiam & Kimt Great
Norway

Sue Lescher A very interesting display of   
Kambeh. ACT Tasmanian Maritime History      

David & Marion Neville  Most enjoyable. The guys on   
Kanahooka  NSW the desk gave us a lot of    
 information **

Captian Rick Sullivan Thank you
Master Rhapsody of the Seas

Tales from the front desk

** Don Mitchell & John Williams take a bow or two.

On Wednesday 24 March our ever reliable 
volunteers, John Williams and Don Mitchell, 
had been busy greeting visitors from the cruise 
ship Rhapsody of the Seas when a quiet man 
approached the desk and asked John if crew 
members were entitled to a discount. John replied 
in the negative, ever mindful of the museum's 
financial interests. Don light-heartedly called 
from the foyer to say that he would only offer 
a discount to the master. To their surprise and 
embarrassment the unassuming visitor dug out 
his ID card identifying himself as 'Captain Rick 
Sullivan, Master of Rhapsody of the Seas'. Captain 
Sullivan found the incident very amusing and, 
in spite of conciliatory offers of free admission, 
insisted on paying full price.

Below John Williams (top) and Don Mitchell hard at work


